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= 1 Could not more properly Addreſs a Trac of 
this Kind, than to thoſe worthy Guardians. 

of the Nation, whoſe Pens are conſtantly im- 
played for the Safety. and Preſervation of the 
Lives and. Fortunes ¶ their Fellow Subjetts. 
M hat a Bleſſing it is that we can find Gentle 
a men 
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men of ſi ih infinite Penetration and Sagacity 3 z 
2 of ſuch Profundity in Politicks, to 
be Advocates for the Proceedings of the M--—y 
' againſt the Cavils and Factions f 4 diſcon- 
"remed Party. Who but a Malecontent could | 
mnſauare that the Spaniards have atted unjuſtly, 
when you, Gentlemen, make it plainly appear, 
that they have done nothing contrary to what 
has been ſtipulated by Articles, ſolemnly and 

bona fide agreed upon by Treaty and Negocia- 
tion ꝰ Who can call the Honour of that Na- 
tion in Queſtion which has been always noto- 
rious for its Fidelity, and ſtrict Obſervance 
of thoſe Treaties and Conventions into which 
it emer d 7 III | 

When you come t0 NSW" the following As 
counts of the Spaniſh Behaviour to the Subjects 
of Great Britain, in Ages paſt, you will, by a 
Compariſon, find an ample Plea to juſtify their 
date Proceedings. It is obſervable with what 
Candbur, good Nature, and Humanity they 
have not long ſauce endeavoured to cultivate an 
Harmony between us and themſelves; to re- 
move all Obſtacles that might occaſion a Miſe 
 widerſtand ng 
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ander ſtanding with bis preſent M——y.; and 
toith what eaſy Sollicitations a Convention 
has been concluded and ratified. No won- 
der, Gentlemen, for I cannot forbear. expreſs 
ina my Surpriſe, that your elaborate Writings 
ſhould be cenſured and miſconſirued by the in- 
ferior Sort of the Kingdom, who are deaf to 
your refined Diſcourſes, only for want of un- 
derſtanding them : Tou will, no doubt, pardon 
vulgar Efrors, and continue to extol the ſolid 
Judgment and Wiſdom of thoſe Patriots now 
|, ſo fully proved by the Succeſs of their Neco- 


CIATION. 


Our Naval, as well as other FHiſtorians 
agree, that in former Days the Spaniards. 
were ſeverely chaſtiſa for their Inſolence and 
numerous Depredations commited on the Eng- 
liſh Merchant Ships, and even record the Se- 

| wverity of Queen Elizabeth's Reign taward 
that Nation, as her greateſt Glory. The No- 
bility and Gentry. were then ready, with one 
united Voice, to ſacrifice their Lives and For- 
tunes, and to fit out Ships io annoy the common 
Enemy, in all Parts of the World, where they 
| a 2 had 
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When you come to peruſe the * Ace 
counts of the Spaniſh Behaviour to the Subjects 
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had the leaſt Settlement. Witneſs the Earl of 
Cumberland, Caprain Drake, Sir Walter Ra- 
legh, ir Richard Greenville, aud many others, 
who purſued them t the remoteſt Parts, euen 
to Places unknown to the Engliſh before, burn- 

ing, pluudering, or ſinking their Ships ;. | v4 
eepopulating or deſtroying their Towns of 
Trade . along the Sea-Coaft, Such B arbarity, 
ſuch Cruelty, fuch Inhumanity were lack d upon, 
in thoſe Days, as heroic Actions. Perſecution 


and Ofpreſfon ſeed then to be the natural 
Propenſity of the Englilh' Nation: But, Heaven 


be praiſed ! that Spirit of Malice and Revenge 
7s ceaſed in this Kingdom, infomuch that either 
by a happy Correſpondence in Negociations with 
our faithful Neigbbours, or from à ſtrict Obſer- 

vance of the peaceable Baus of Chriſtianity, 
we can now, Siceis Occulis, ſee- our Merchant 
Ships become a Prey to their Neighbours, with- 
out repming at the Loſs of Trade, The bloody 
Scene of War and Deſolation is happily me- 
tamorphos'd into the calm and ſerene, tho' 
tedious, und ſometimes fruitleſs Methods of 


2 5 and Negociation. How many Lives 


wor have beta loſt ? How uch Treaſure 
ä expended, 
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expended; while aur Miniſters abroad were 
employed in ſottling the Commerce between 
the tuo Nations, and demanding Repara- 
tian due ta our injured Merchants, Let Mr. 
D'Anvers rear and bella out bis Anathema's 
againſt the peaccalle Oiſpoſitian of the preſent 
Mem; Lu hun charge them with is 

pipeueſs and . Indalence, for net protecting our 
Lads, bis Clamour ul ſoon. ceaſe when our 
Merchaets begin to feel the good Effects of 
the neu CE then, 4 ſay, will they be 
ready to idoliæs tbe Authars of a new Scheme. 
ſo well ' concerted, and /a ſpeedily executed 
fr the Benefs of the Britt Commerce. 


2 Ta d ſens "that oY Mr. 3 
and the other Gentleman. cangerned in writing 
the. GEAR, are charged with ſhewing 
a tender Regard to the Spaniards, and of uſing 
mnjurious &pithets to the Britiſh Merchants; 
but it muſt be evident ta the diſcerning Part. of 
Maul ind, that ſuch Aſperſſans are groundle[s, 
it being abſolutely conſiſtent that you, Gentle» 
meu, wha have thorougly. imbibed the pacific 
Maxis duch etablſ# ch i rele upon, or 

miſuſe 


DE DICATION. 
mifuſe your own Countrymen ; whilſt you ſo 
charitably write-in Defence of the Juſtice of 
the Spaniards, in the Capture of our Ships 
trading to the Weſt-Indies. Can any one in 
bis Senſes imagine that Men of ſo much Hu- 
mility and Benevolence to Foreigners, could be 
fo baſe as to male uſe of harſh Expreſſions, 
and mere Suggeſtions againſt the Natives of 
their own Country. This Trat furniſhes us 
with ſo many glaring Inſiances of the Truth of 
the Spaniards, to all their Treaties and Nego- 
ciations, that we haue no Room to imagine 
they will ever offer, by any Quibbles whatever | 
to evade the Convention between them and 
Great Britain relating to Commerce; but will 
rather make a more than ſatisfattory Repara- 
ion to our Merchants for the Loſſes they have 
fuſtained. What a Glory will this be to the 
Juſtire ſo natural ?o the Spaniſh Nation; that 
Fuſtice for which they ſtand recorded in Hiſ- 
tory for Ages paſt. Some Writers have dared 
to load them with the infamous Appellation of 
Perfidious and Treacherous, but you have 
kindly wiped off thoſe Stains, by ſtating aw 
. of their Proceedings ; by juſtly de- 


fending 
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fending the Integrity of our Friends, in Oppy« 
ftion to the. falſe Satyr of their Enemies, 
whoſe ſole Aim and Intention ſeems: calculated 


for no other Purpoſe than to deſtroy the n 
and Tranquility of Europe. | 


I cannot therefore, Gent lemen, conclude this 
Addreſs, without congratulating you upon the 
happy Conqueſt your Writings have been bleſs'd 
with, m Defiance of your Opponents, and 
hope you will continue to be laviſh of your 
Encomia on the Prudence of the g, 
upon all ae on their Frugality of the 
public Treaſure, and their conſummate Saga- 
city in Treaties, Negociations and Conventions. 
By this Means you will become, what you 
juſtly deſerve to be ſtiled, the Mirror of the 
Age; the Idol of all Idols, and raiſe an ever- 
| laſting Monument to yourſetves, which future 
Ages vill behold with Admiration. I hope, 
therefore, for my own Sake, and for the Im- 
provement of my Fellow Citizens in that 
Depth of Politics, wherein you ſo eminently © 
ſhine, that you will perſiſt in anſwering, with 
the ſame Truth and Exactneſs you have hither- 

40 
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tu ahne, all the ſubtle Inſanuatioms of "MF 
D Anvers; perſiſt oniy in this, aud you will 


fill deferve the Applauſe of all Moll ui: 
10 the Proſperity: of pail but os wee 
cularly that of 


\ Your moſt ſincere Friend, 
and humble Seryant, 
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s che Power of Hain in Com- 
pariſon with that of our Na- 
tion, at this critical Juncture, 
when the future Welfare ot 
our Trade and Commerce, and 
the Safety of the moſt valuable 
of the Subjects of Great Britain, our Mer- 
chants, ſeem to be at Stake, has, by what In- 
fatuation, it is hard to conceive, been Matter 
of Doubt by many, and the Superiority or In- 
feriority even of our Naval Force to that of 
Spain, has, in a Manner, been call'd in Queſ- 
tion, it may be of Service to the Public to 
undeceiye ſuch as may, by any Artifices, or 
for Want of a ſufficient Knowledge in Hiſtory, 
have been miſled in theſe Particulars. The 
Queſtion, © whether Great Britam has a juſt 
« Cauſe of declaring War againſt Spain, for the 
“many Captures and Depredations of the 


* Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas and Privateers, on 


K our Ships, in the American Seas, for many 
« Years?” has been ſo particularly and =_ 
A diſc uſs , : 


* 


2 INTRODUCTION. 


diſcuſs d, and the Affirmative ſo undeniably 
aſcertain'd, in two Pamphlets lately publiſh'd 
for that Purpoſe, that it is needleſs to ſay any 
Thing farther on this Topic: The only Queſ- 


tions therefore that now remain are, whether 


“our Power and Force are equal to the Juſ- 
« tice of our Cauſe ? Whether, from the Expe- 
« rience of former Times, we ought ta truſt 
to any Promiſes of Redreſs and Reparation, 
made by Spain, unleſs put into Execution 
6 almoſt as ſoon as made? and laſtly, Whether 
« from the ſame Experience, we have not all 


the Reaſon in the World to hope, that a 


« ſteady and fix d Reſolution not to ſheath the 
« Sword of Juſtice and Vengeance, when once 
& drawn, till we have all the Satisfaction for paſt 
“ Injuries, and Security for a free Injoyment of 
« our Rights for the future, which the; Juſtice of 
“ our Cauſe demands, will be attended with all 
the Succeſs we can wiſh ?” To diſcuſs theſe - 
Matters, and ſet them in a clear and evident 
Light, is the Deſign of theſe Sheets, and in 
Order thereunto it is propoſed, by plain and 
inconteſtable Matters of Fact, to prove, that 
the Spaniards have, at all Times, taken Advan- 
tage of our Supineneſs, to hector and bully us 
when they vainly imagin'd we either wanted 
Time, Opportunity, or Will to chaſtiſe their 
Inſolence; but that no ſooner did our brave 
Engliſh Sailors ſhew their Faces, and the Britiſh 
Flag been difplay'd on their Coaſts, than they 
have as readily drawn in their Horns, and ſhewn 


| 
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themſelves the moſt abject, humble, ſuppliant 
People living. As Treachery is the conftant 
Companion of Cowardice, ſo a daſtard, abject 
Mind can no more be tied down by Principles 
of Honor, Juſtice, or indeed Humanity, 
than a brave 15d erous Spirit can debaſe it- 
ſelf ſo far as to . ilty of mean, ſhufflin 
Shifts, or evaſive Addons; 10 we ſhall lkewife 
find in the Peruſal of theſe undeniable Facts, 
nothing but Perfidy, Breach of Treaties, and 
at beſt but ambiguous Evaſions, on all Occa- 
ſions, on the Side of Spain; and on the other 
Hand, Generoſity, a ſtrict unviolated Faith 
and Open-heartednefs, even to a Fault, on 
our Side. 

The glorious Reign of Queen Elizabeth 
might alone have furniſh'd us with more than 
ſufficient Proofs of all theſe Things. This 
great Princeſs felt the Weight of the unjuſt 


Indignation of Spain, even before ſhe aſcended 


the Throne of her Anceſtors: No Malice, no 
Treachery was wanting to Jorg the happy 
Day: Rome exerted herſelf on this Occaſion, 
and all their Spiritual Artillery, tho' happily 
in vain, was diſcharg'd on her ſacred Head; 
and no ſooner had the al-wiſe Providence 
brought about that happy Change to which 
we owe all our ſubſequent Happineſs, than 
Philip of Spain, thought to gain his Point by 
propoſing an unnatural Marriage; but finding 
thoſe Principles which our great Princeſs had 
ſo early imbib'd; and * ſupported her under 
2 all 


| all her Afflictions, were fix'd and immoveable, 
he ſwore her Deſtruction, and with hers, that 
of the Nation; and it was almoſt the whole 
Buſineſs as well of his Reign, as of that of 
his Succeſſor, to attempt it. This great Prin- 
cels ſo powerfully and deſervedly gained the 
Hearts of her e that their Purſes were | 
ever open to the Exigences of State; and ſhe 
made ſo prudent and frugal a Uſe of their 
Loyalty, that they were ever readier to give 
than ſhe to ask: She was ſo convinced of 
this Truth, that ſhe frequently, and more 
particularly once, on an extraordinary Occa- 
fion, declar'd, © that ſhe placed her chiefeſt 
ce Strength and Safeguard, on the loyal Hearts 
=. - and Good Will of her Subjects: She well 
knew, that as long as ſhe poſſeſs' d their Af- 
feQtions, and by their bountiful Supplies was 
enabled to keep up a powerful Naval Force, 
neither the Machinations and private Artifices 
of Spam, nor their more public Attempts, 
could ever ſhake her Throne. She therefore 
not only greatly encreaſed her Navy, and 
gave all poſſible Incouragement to ſuch of | 
her Sea-commanders as diſtinguiſh'd them- f 
ſelves by their Bravery; but took Care to 
have her Ships conſtantly and well employ'd, 
in curbing the Inſolence of the Spaniards, 
her ſworn Enemies, and powerfully protect- 
ing the Trade of her Subjects: She did not 
| wait till the re- iterated Inſults of the Spa- 
| niards, on one Side, and the Clamors of her 
| 8 Subjects 
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Subjects on the other, as it were forc'd her 
to ſeek Revenge: She did not ſuffer herſelf 
to be deluded, and her Subjects baffled with 
Cob-web Hopes, and unmeaning Promiſes of 
Satisfaction for Injuries received. She divid- 
ed her ſmall Fleet (ſmall, I fay, in Com- 
pariſon to what latter Days have ſeen, but 
ſufficient to curb the Inſolence of Spain) into 
Squadrons, diſpatch'd them to ſeyeral Parts of 
the Coaſts of Spam and the Indies, burnt their 

| Shiping, Proviſions and Ammunition in their 
Harbors, intercepted or deſtroyed their Trea- 
ſures, and thereby render'd all their At- 
tempts vain and fruitleſs, and what con- 
tributed more than all to the Glory and 
| Succeſs of her Reign, gave an almoſt un- 
limited Power to her Subjects to revenge their 


own W rongs. | 
Of thele Things, I ſay, the Reign of 
Queen Eligabeth might alone furniſh us with 
more than ſufficient Inſtances ; but as, in 
theſe Sheets, an unbiaſs'd Impartiality is 
profeſs d, and the Conduct of Spain has, in 
all Ages, been pretty much of a Piece, I ſhall 
not need do confine myſelf to any one Period 
of Time: The Reigns as well preceeding as 
{ſucceeding Queen £/;zabeth, give as many 
| Inſtances to evince theſe Truths; and to ſhew 
that tho' the auiards have a Proverb which 
ſays, Peace with England, and War with 
all the World ( which plainly ſhews how 
much they fear us) yet that they haye al- 


Ways 
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ways laid hold of every Opportunity to in- 
ſult us, and taken Care, when we were not ſo 
vigilant as we ought to be to prevent it, to 
be in a Capacity to make us what Reparation 
we at length force from them, out of what 
they had before treacherouſly taken from us. 
Sir Walter Ralegh, who knew the Spaniards 
as well as any Man "he + ſpeaking of them, 
among other Things, ſays: © Where th 
(that is the Spaniards) dare not with their 
« own. Forces invade, they baſely entertain 
the Traitors and Vagabonds of all Nati- 


“ ons, ſeeking by thoſe, and their Renegade 


4 Jeſuits to win Parts; and have by that 
« Means ruin'd many Noble Houſes, and o- 
« thers, in this Land, and have extinguiſh'd 
« both their Lives and Families. What 
Good, Honor, or Fortune, ever Man 
“ by them atchiev'd, is yet unheard of, or 
« unwritten.——The Obedience of the Turk 
« is eaſy, and a Liberty, in Reſpe& of the 
« Slavery and Tyranny of Spam. ——Who 
« would therefore repoſe Truſt in ſuch a 
Nation of ravenous Strangers; and eſpe- 
« cially in thoſe Spaniarde, who more gree- 
« dily thirit after Eugliſhꝭ Blood, than after 


« the Lives of any other People in Europe? 


« For the many Overthrows and Diſhonors 
they have receiv'd at our Hands, whoſe 
« Weakneſs we have diſcover'd to the 


„World, and whole Forces at home, a- 


broad, in Europe, in India, by Sea and by 


« Land, 
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« Land, we have, even with Handfuls of Men 
« and Ships, overthrown and diſhonor'd.” 
The Nation in general was ſo convinc'd of 
the' Treachery of the Spaniards in thoſe 
Days, as well as in latter Times, that the 
ſame Sir Walter Ralegh, in a Debate in the 
Houſe: of Commons, declar'd ; “ he knew, 
that if it might be lawful and open War, 
there would be more voluntary Hands to 
fight againſt the Spamards, than the Queen 
« ſhould ſtand in Need of to ſend to Sea :” 
And the fame might, beyond all Doubt, be 
truly ſaid at this Time. To aſcertain there- 
fore theſe Truths, beyond all Probability of 
Contradiction, I have collected in the fol- 
lowing Sheets, and brought into a regular 
connected Series, all the Tranſactions we have 
had with Spa, from the Reign of King 
Edward III, up to this preſent Lime; for 
which I have conſulted our beſt general 
Hiſtorians, Ancient and Modern, and par- 
ticularly of the latter, the Naval Hiſtories 
of Mr. Burchett and Mr. Lediard, in which 
we find them related at large. With theſe 
I have likewiſe had the Aſſiſtance of ſeve- 
ral Authentic Pieces never yet publiſh'd ; 
and from the Whole, may venture to al- 
firm, that the Reader will find in theſe 
few Sheets, more particular Accounts of theſe 
Tranſactions, than have ever yet been brought 
within ſo narrow a Compaſs, I alſo perſuade 
© DES. myſelf, 
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myſelf, he will be ſufficiently convinc'd, by 

the many Examples here given, that if ever 

we are ſubjected to the Inſults and Depre- 
dations of the Spaniards, we may thank our 

„ own Supineneſs and Neglect for it; and / not 

| their Superiority either of Force, Skill, or 
Courage. 
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EEE Avia, in the preceding Introduc- 


Hf 


tiion, given ſo 23 Account, 

* Aa as well of the Deſign, as the Con- 
Wi. If tents of theſe Sheets, I ſhall pro- 

| A 8 1 ceed to my Narrative, 2 


ez farther Preamble. 1 
The firſt memorable Rencounter between the 
Engliſh and Spaniards at Sea, that we find recorded 
in our Hiſtories, happen'd in the Year 1 350, in the 
Reign of King Edward III. This great and va- 
liant Prince, ever vigilant for the Welfare of his 

— — Subjects, 
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Subjects, and in a more eſpecial Manner the Father 
and Protector of the Trading Part of the Nation, 


let no Opportunity ſlip of ſhewing his Care and 
+ Concern for them; and this Year furniſh'd him 
with one, that gave Birth to an Action ſo glorious, 
and withal attended with Circumſtances fo fraught ' 
with Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion, as is, hardly to 


be parallePd in Hiſtory. The haughty pilferin 
Spaniards having, in an unjuſtifiable Manner, — 


...&r'd an open Inſult to our Trade, by ſtoping, 


with-a Force infinitely ſuperior to them, a Fleet of 
Engliſþ Merchant Ships, homeward bound from 
Gaſcony, ſeiz'd ten, and not content with plunder- 
ing of their Cargoes, ſunk them; Edward was 
not long in reſolving to take a Revenge adequate 

| Afront, and as ſpeedy as it was ſevere. To 
this End, without miſpending Time in tedious and 
fi uitleſs Negociations, he immediately equip'd a 
Fleet of fifty Sail, and gaining Intelligence when 
the Spaniſh Squadron which had commited theſe 
Depredations were to return from Sluys, in Flan- 


ders, home wards, reſolv'd to way-lay them; and 


that they might ſce how great a Regard he had for 
his injur'd Subjects, he diſdain'd not to expoſe his 
Royal Perſon to the Cons of the Sea and the 
Enemy, to fight the Cauſe of his ſuffering Mer- 
chants. Inſpir'd by the King's great Example, the 
Prince of Wales, attended by a great Number of 


| Perſons of the higheſt Diſtinction, among whom 


were the Earls of Lancaſter, Salisbury, Arundel, 
Warwick and Huntington, accompanied the Sove- 
reign on board this Fleet. They had not been long 
at Sea, before the two Opponents met off of Vin- 
chelſea. The Engliſh Fleet exceeded in number 
the Spaniſh Squadron, which conſiſted of forty-four 
Ships only ; but in Bulk they greatly outdid the 
Engliſh, being moſt of them a Sort of large high 
built Carracks, which tower'd ſo much above _ 

Ships 


Ships in the Water, that they ſeem'd to be hut 
their Long- boats. The Battle was very bloody 
and obſtinate for a Time, and fought with an 
— Bravery, between the Spaniſo Croſs-bow - 
en and the Engliſh Archers ; but the former 
were at length oblig d to give way to the ſuperior 
Courage and Activity of the latter and to allow 
our brave and generous Monarch the Honour of a 
complete Victory. Seventeen of their largeſt Veſ- 
ſels were taken, and had not the Night favor'd 
them, ſcarcely one would have eſcap'd ; for even 
thoſe. who had the good Fortune to ſcreen them- 
ſelves behind the Veil of Darkneſs, from the eager 
Purſuit of the exaſperated Engliſh, were in ſuch 
a batrer'd and diſabled Condition, that they were 
near becoming a Prey to the mercileſs Ocean, and 
did not, without Difficulty, reach. their Harbors, 
to give an Account to their Country-men of the 
ill Succeſs of their Treachery. 1755 
This was a truly noble Revenge, and a juſt 
as well as timely Vindication of the Honor of the 
Nation, worthy of ſo Great and Renowned a 


Monarch; and that he himſelf gloried in it, and, 


in a particular Manner, valued himſelf upon hav- 
ing done this generous Piece of Service to the 
Trading Part of his Subjects, who he well knew, 
tho* the Commerce of England was then in its 
Infancy, were the Support of his Court, his No- 
bility, and in ſhort of the whole Kingdom, is 
evident from the- firſt Pieces of Gold- Coin he 
caus'd to be ſtruck, being deſigned in Honor of 


this ever-memorable and glorious Action, and in. 


which, he is repreſented ſtanding in the Midſt of 
one of his Ships of War, with his Sword drawn, 
and ready to defend, in Perſon, the Rights of his 
injured Subjects. From this Time, to the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, we meet with no memorable 
Tranſaction at Sea, between the Engliſh. and the 

B 2 Spamards, 
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Spaniards, except, with Hollinſbead and Walfingham, 
we will ſuppoſe the Pyrats, who were ſo timely 
and gloriouſly deſtroyed: by the brave Alderman 


Pbilpot, at the n of King Richard II's 


Reign, were Spaniards ; 


ut as the Commander of 
thoſe Pyrats was a Scotſman, and moſt of his 
Men of the ſame Nation; and as the Spaniſh 
Ships taken with him were rather Merchant-Ships, 
which he had before pick'd up, 1 paſs over cat 
Action, with only taking this Notice of it. 

The glorious Reign of Queen Elizabeth, a Reign 
as memorable for great and noble Actions by Sea, 
as that of the Great Imitator of her Virtues Queen 
Ann, was for ſurpriſing Victories and Succefs b 
Land, will furniſh us with ample Matter for theſe 
Memoirs, and indeed it may properly enough be 


called one continued Series of Triumph over the 


treacherous piratical Spaniards, who were her de- 
clared Enemies, even before ſhe aſcended the 
Throne. 

This wiſe Princeſs begun her Reign under all 
imaginable Diſadvantages, and amidft a Crowd 
of Dangers : She had not only a very great Party 
of her own Subjects, the Papiſts, to curb and keep 
under; but both France and Spain, and, ſecretly, 
all the Roman Catholic Powers in Europe; nay even 
a very great Part of the Scotiſh Nation, headed by 
a Princeſs, who pretended an hereditary Right to 
her Crown, ſupported by her Royal Conſort, 
and the King of France, all, as it were, united 
to nip her in the Bud ; ſhe had therefore great 
Reaſon to be upon her Guard,; and, on her Side, 
to begin her Reign, by making all poſſible Pre- 
parations for her Security againſt the impending 
Storm. Elizabeth very well knew, that her Navy 
muſt be her beſt Defence; and was not unac- 
quainted that Spain was at that Time a powerful 
Nation on the Sea; ſhe was therefore under an 
| I he in diſpenſable 
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indiſpenſable Neceſſity of exerting herſelf to the 
utmoſt this Way: To this End ſhe flPd her Ma- 
gazines; order*d great Quantities of Naval Ammy- 
nition to be amaſs d; greatly augmented her Royal 
Navy, and got together a more | powerful Fleet, 
than any of her Predeceſſors could boaſt of. She 
raiſed the Wages of her Officers and Seamen, and 
rave them ſuch diſtinguiſhing Marks of her Royal 
| upon all Occaſions, that it is with Juſtice 
ſhe was ſtiled, as Camden tells us, the Reftorer 
of Naval Glory, and the Queen of the Northern 
Seas. | 

This glorious Example ſoon excited a noble Emu- 
lation in many of her opulent Subjects, who dwelt 
in the Sea-port Towns, to ſet upon building of 
Ships themſelves, of Force as well as Burden, in- 
ſomuch that in a ſhort Time, they became fo nu- 
merous as almoſt to vie with the Royal Navy 
and the Benefit thereof was ſoon experienced a- 
gainſt the French; the Circumſtances of which, 
however, being foreign to my preſent Purpoſe, I 
paſs by. 

The firſt Inſtance we meet with in this Reign, 
of the Engliſh curbing the Pride and Inſolence of 
the Spaniards, was in the Year. 1565, in the West- 
Indies, by a ſmall trading Fleet of four or five 
Ships only, under the Command of Captain Fobx 
Hawkins, who after a Fortnight's Sollicitation, for 
a Liberty of Traffic at Burboroata, could not ob- 
tain it, but under ſuch Reſtrictions as render d it 
impracticable; he was therefore obliged to have 
Recourſe to Arms, and thereby ſoon brought the 
Spaniards to Reaſon ; as he did afterwards, by the 
ſame Means, the King of Spain's Treaſurer for the 
Indies, at Rio de la Hacha; after which he was ſuf- 
fered to traffic peaceably, and having ſucceſsfully 
ranged the Coaſts of Florida, returned to England 
with a valuable Cargo of Gold, Silver, Pearls, 
Jewels, 
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Jewels, Sugar, Hides and other Commodities; 


. an early Indication of their cowardly Dipoſition, 
and with what Eaſe they are to be brought to 
Reaſon, when but a ſmall Force is employed. 


This Succeſs put Captain Hawkins upon another 


Attempt, with a Fleet conſiſting of fix Sail, com- 


manded in chief. by himſelf, and under him, among 
other Commanders, by the famous Captain Francis 
Drake, of whom I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak 
more amply, and greatly to his Honor, in the 
Sequel. This Expedition did not indeed turn out 
ſo much to the Advantage of the bold Adventurer 
as the former ; but as it affords us, on the one 
Hand, a lively Inſtance of the Perfidy of the 
Spaniards, and, on the other, of the too great 
neroſity (a Fault on the beſt Side, at leaſt, tho 
it often, às here, proves dangerous) and of the 
Bravery of the Engli/ſp, I ſhall give a brief Rela- 
tion of it. Captain Hawkins ſet ſail with his little 
Fleet, towards the latter End of the Year 1567, 
and after having taken in about 500 Negroe Slaves, 
on the Coaſt of Guinea, ſailed with them in Fe- 
bruary, 1568, for the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, to (ell 
them to the Spaniards, as he was intitled to do, 
by Virtue of a Treaty ſubſiſting with that Nation, 
They carried on, for ſome Time, a tolerable good 
Trade on the Coaſt, particularly at Magarita, 
Carthagena, Capo de la Vela, and ſome other Places, 
tho? not without ſome Difficulty; but at Rio de la 
Hacha, all Commerce with them was intirely pro- 
hibited, *cill they were oblig'd to have Recourſe 
to the former Remedy, and take the Town by 
Storm. | 
About the Middle of September, when Captain 
Hawkins was failing, with his ſmall Fleet, into 
St. Fuan de Ullua, in the Bay of Mexico, whither 
he had been forced by Streſs of Weather, he fell 
in with the Spaniſo Nota. The Nature of _ 
. arbor 
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Harbor was ſuch, that he could, with Eaſe, have 
kept the Spaniards out of the Port, in which Caſe 
the whole Fleet, ſuppoſed to be worth near two 
Millions Sterling, muſt inevitably have periſh'd-z 
and he had likewiſe twelve Ships, valued at two 
hundred thouſand Pounds, which he found at his 
Entrance into the Port, in his Power; but having 
taken a firm Reſolution, not to act in any Manner 
that might be interpreted a Breach of the Peace 
and perhaps not being yer ſo well acquainted with 
the treacherous Diſpoſition of the Spamards, by 
an untimely Generoſity, he not only releaſed the 
twelve Ships, but conlented that the Hota might 
enter the Harbor, on the eaſy Terms of Security 
for himſelf and Company, Proviſions for ready 
Mony, Freedom of Commerce, and the Pof- 
ſeſſion of the Iſland, and eleven Pieces of Braſs 
Cannon, which were planted there, during their 
Stay z and tho* the Spaniards pretended at firſt, 
that theſe Conditions were hard, they came into 
them without much Difficulty, and, having ſigned 
the Articles, gave ten Hoſtages for the Perform- 
ance of them: But mark the Faith of a perfi- 
dious Spaniard ! notwithſtanding the Viceroy. him- 
ſelf had ſigned the Agreement, before a Week 
was at an End, they having privately got a 
Supply of 1000 Men, from the Continent, 
formed a Deſign of falling upon the. Enghſp, on 
every. Side, at one and the ſame Time; and 
ut it in Execution on the twenty-third of pe, 
— when they ſuddenly ſurpriſed them, killed 
many of their Men, ſeiz'd, plunder'd, and burnt 
three of their Ships, took a great Number of Pri- 
ſoners, and obliged the Remainder of them to 
put to Sea, without the common Neceſſaries 
of Life; which expoſed them to all the Miſeries 
that can poſſibly be conceived ; as well on Board, 
as when drove by Hunger to land in the Spaniſh 
Territories, 


* 
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Territories, where fome were burnt alive, others 2 
barbarouſly tortur' d, and again others condemn'd to 
the Gallies, or a cruel Ser vitude equal to the worſt 
of Slavery; inſomuch that, of the whole Number 


- who ft out with this Fleet, ſcarce a ſixth Part 
ever return'd to their own Homes; which occa- 


fioned a modern Hiſtorian to ſay, ** 'The Suffer- 
«ings of theſe poor forlorn Wretches were ſo 
« lively an Image of ſome Tranſactions of later 
“ 'Years, that he ſhould think he did Injuſtice to 
* his Country, if he did not give it this Inſtance 
& of what we have to expect, whenever we lie at 
« the Mercy of the Spaniards :* And for the 
very ſame Reaſon, I have thought it highly ne- 
ceſſary to repeat it at this Time, that we may be 
convinced how neceſſary it is always to humble 
this haughty Nation, who have fo little Regard to 
Treaties or Ingagements, tho' never ſo folemn, 
and how dangerous it is to ſhew them any Marks of 
our but too forward Generoſity. However, even 
under theſe unhappy Circumſtances, the brave 
Captain may be ſaid to have triumph'd over his 
'treacherous Enemies; for tho? they were fo in- 
finitely ſuperior in Force to his Handful of Men, 
he did not ſubmit to the Fate his too great Credu- 
lity had drawn him into, 'till after a bloody and 
obſtinate Fight, in which he ſunk two and burnt 
ane of the Spaniſh Ships, their Admiral, Vice- 
Admiral, and another of their beſt Veſſels ; and 
they paid dearly for their Perfidiouſneſs afterwards, 
as we ſhall ſee in the Sequel. The News no ſooner 
arrived in England, than the whole Nation was 
fired, the Merchants murmured loudly, and eyery 
Rank of People ſhewed their Impatience for an 
open War; and tho' Reaſons of State, and the 
nne of the Times, would not ſuffer 
Elizabeth to ſhew the Reſentment that burnt with- 
in her, on Account of theſe Outrages, ſo far as * 

make 
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make a Declaration immediately, the Flame was 
only ſtifled for a while; and that her Subjects 
might not be, for the Preſent, without all Satis- 
faction, ſhe not only wink'd at, but privately 
iocouraged them in taking it themſelves, and uſing 
Repriſals in America. 

The firſt Inſtance I ſhall give of this, is in the 
firſt noted Expedition made by the famous Captain 
Francis Drake. for his own Account, to the Weſt- 
Indies, againſt the Spaniards, This brave Com- 
mander had ſfevera] Bickerings with them be- 
fore, and had been il] uſed by them in the Years 
1565 and 1566, at Rio de la Hacba; which 
put him upon being principally ingaged, and 
carrying other ſtout Mariners with him, out of 
Kent, in Captain Hawkins's Expedition, in which 
he loſt his whole Fortune, that he had, with great 
Induſtry, been long acquiring. After his Return, 
being made {cnfible that no Satisfaction could be 
obtained from Spain, by fair Means, he reſolv'd 
upon taking it himſelf by Force; and to be the 
better inabled to execute his Deſign, he previouſly 
made two Voyages to the Meſt-Indies, in 1570 and 
1571, on Pretence of Trade, but chiefly to gain 
Intelligence, Having by theſe trading Voyages 
again made himſelt Maſter of a ſmall Fortune, 
with that and the Aſſiſtance of his Friends, he 
. procured two ſmall but ſtout Veſſels, one called 
the Drq>on, of ſeventy Tons, commanded by 
himſelf, and the other of twenty-five Tons, com- 
manded by his Brother, Jobn Drake, both well 
equip'd for War, with ſeventy- three Hands, and 
all Manner of Proviſions and Ncceſſaries for a 
Year, with Cannon and Ammunition, and three 
Pinnaces framed ſo as to be put together when 
wanted, ? | 
With chis ſmall Fleet, if I may be allowed to 
call it ſo, Drake failed Mm Plymouth, in May, 


1572, 
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1572, none but the Adventurers concerned with 
him knowing any Thing of his Deſign. He had 
a proſperous Voyage, and, in the Month of July, 
arriv*d at a Place on the Continent, which he him- 
ſelf had, in a former Voyage, call'd Port Pheaſant, 
not far from the Iſland of Guadelupe and Dominica. 
Here he framed his Pinnaces; and an Engliſh 
Veſſel belonging to the Ile of Wight, com- 
manded by Captain James Rawſe, with a Caravel, 
and a Sloop with Oars, which he had but juſt 
taken from the Spaniards, puting in, they agreed, 
with united Force, to make what Repriſals they 
could on the Spaniards. For this Purpoſe, they 
ſailed to the Iſthmus of Darien, where they made 
themſelves Maſters of the Town of Nombre de 
Dios, having firſt taken two Spaniſh Veſſels be- 
longing to that Town, at the Iſland of Pinas, and 
by that Means got Intelligence of the Circumſtances 
of the Place. Here they had the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing a prodigious Treaſure, conſiſting of a Pile of 
Bars of Silver, in the King's Treaſury, ſeventy 
Foot in Length, ten in Breadth, and twelve in 
Height, amounting to, as they were afterwards 
inform'd, 360 Tons of Silver, beſides a far greater 
Value in Gold and Jewels, lock'd up in Iron Cheſts. 
This immenſe Treaſure, the greateſt perhaps that 
ever raiſed the Expectations of ſuch Adventurers, 
they had, I lay, the Satisfaction to ſee ; but tho? 
they had the delicious Morſel, as it were, 1n their 
very Mouths, it eſcap'd them at laſt; for, partly 
by Drake's having received a Wound in his Leg, 
which he concealed from his Company, not to 
diſhearten them, till, by the great Effuſion of 
Blood, he ſwooned away, and became inſenſible, 
partly for Want of a Signal agreed to be given to 
a Fort they had taken, the Trumpeter who was 
to have given it being kill'd, and again partly by 
the Spaniards being recover'd, in ſome 8 
rom 
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from the Panic this Hand ful of Men had put them 
into, and pouring down upon them, in great Num- 
bers from the Mountains, they were oblig'd to 
abandon the Place, and retreat to their Ships, car- 
ry ing off but a very ſmall Part of their Booty, and 
a Ship laden with Canary Wine; tho' even this 
richly recompenſed their Labor and Loſs, having 
not had one Man kill'd in the Action, a Trumpeter 
only excepted, and would have been look'd upon 
as a good Booty, if there had not been fo vaſt a 
Gain in View. | 

Bring returned to the Iſland of Pinas, Raw/ſe 
thought it no longer ſafe, ſince they were diſcover'd, 
to continue on the Coaſts, and therefore took his 
Leave of Drake ; but the latter, well knowing 
what Cowards he had to deal with, was reſolved 
not to quit them at ſo eaſy a Rate. He thereupon 
ſet ſail, on the eighth of Auguſt, with two Ships, 
and his three Pinnaces for Carthagena, where he 


arrived the thirteenth, and, the ſame Day, took two 


Spaniſh Ships, one of which was of 240 Tons. 
The next Morning he took two Frigats more, from 
all which he carried off whatever he thought ne- 
ceſſary. The fifteenth, he burnt one of his own 
Ships, in order to have the more Men to man his 
Pinnaces. His next Care was to find out a pro- 
per Harbor where he might leave his Ship at 
Anchor, ſo as not to be diſcovered by the Spaniards, 
that they might think he had left che Coaſt, with 
the Booty he had already made. The twenty-third 
he found a Place for his Purpoſe, and Jay there con- 
cealed fifteen Days. From this Time, to the 
Month of April in the inſuing Year, he continued 
cruiſing in theſe Seas, and took a great Number of 
Spaniſh Veſſels at Sea, beſides ſeveral rich Booties 
on Shore, a Lane Rclation of which would be 
too tedious for theſe brief Memoirs; I ſhall. there- 
fore confine myſelf to one of the molt memorable 
C 2 Tranſactions, 
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Tranſactions. Having got Advice by ſome Fu- 


gitive Negroes, who had deſerted their Maſters at 


Panama, and Nombre de Dios, that a great Quan- 
tity of Gold and Silver was to be conveyed on 
Mules from the former, he reſolved to aim at 
recovering at leaſt a Part of what had eſcap'd him 
before at Nombre de Dios; he therefore bring led 
by the Negroes, way-laid them, and having de- 
feated the Guard that efcorted them, of three 
Droves of theſe Mules, which carried thirty Tons 
of Silver, beſide Gold, he ſeiz'd two, and carried 
off as much of the Gold as they could conveniently 
take with them to their Ships; but the Silver being 
too weighty to be conveyed over the Mountains, 
they left Part of it in the Road, and buried about 
fifteen Tons of it, with the Remainder of the 
Gold, under the Sand of a ſhallow River. He 
ſoon after ſeiz'd a Store-houſe on the River Chagro, 
calld Venta de Cruz, in which they likewiſe hoped 
to have found a rich Prize of Gold and Silver; 
but inſtead thereof, it containing only large Quan- 


tities of ſuch Merchandiſes as they could not carry 


off, they ſet Fire to the Houſe, and deſtroy'd to 
the Value of near 100,000 Pounds; after which 
they returned on board with their Treaſure, which 
their Captain honeſtly and equally divided into 
Portions by Weight; a plain Indication that he 
was willing his Men ſhould ſhare 1n the Profit as 
well. as the Danger of his Expedition, a noble 
Example, and worthy to be followed by every 
Sea-Officer, who will indear his Sailors to himſelf 
and the Nation. 

I muſt not, on this Occaſion, omit the Intrepi- 
dity of this brave Commander; not doubting but 
we have many now, in the Service of the Nation, 
who would do as great Actions, would but the 
Circumſtances of the Times allow of an equal 
Liberty, The dauntleſs Drake, in order to make 

| himſelf 
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himſelt Maſter of this Treaſure, march'd twice, 
with a Handful of Men, thro! unknown Ways, 
in hidden Paths, and over Mountains, into the 
Country of an exxzſperated Enemy, who were in 
Queit of him by Sea and Land, rruſling to the Fi- 
delity of Negroes, who, for aught he knew, might 
be his Enemies, and leading 4um to certain De- 
ſtruction, while they pretended to way-lay the 
Spaniards, but we have yet a ſtronger Inſtance 
ol this great Man's Reſolution. When he left his 
Jictle Squadron, in Search of the Spaniſh Trea- 
ſure, he ordered his Pinnaces to meet him at Rio 
Franciſco ; but when he returned thither, with 
his Company, laden with the Spoils of his Enemy; 
what a Mortification muſt it not have been to 
him, to find, inſtead thereof, a great Number 
of Spaniſh Shallops; and what could he imagine, 
but that the latter had taken his Pinnaces, and, 
according to their uſual Practice, put their Crews 
to the Torture, and thereby got Inteiligence where 
their Ships and Frigats lay, which they might ſoan 
have ſurpriſed, and in this Caſe, all their Treaſure 
would have been as uſeleſs to them, as the Jewel 
to the Cock in the Fable. But even this could 
not ſtagger his Reſolution; he had the Preſence 
of Mind to conſider, that nothing could prevent 
the impending Ruin; but geting to his Ships be- 
fore the Spaniards. It was- fixtcen Days Journy 
by Land? and of Courſe impracticable that Way, 
and Boats he had none; he therefore order'd a 
Sort of Raft to be made of Trees bound together, 
a Biſker-bag was oblig'd to take Place of a Sail, 
and a young Tree, ſhap'd into the Form of an 
Oar, to ſerve as a Rudder. His unſpeakable 
Courage prompted him to hope he might, by 
Means of this uncouth Machine, reach his Ships, 
and bring them to take in his People and Trea- 
fure. He therefore, when ail was prepared, cried 


Out 
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out: © T myſelf will be one in this Adventure, 


«© who dares follow me?” One of his own Peo- 
* with two French Men and a Negroe, had that 

eſolution, and, in this plight, they put to Sea, 
and failed about three Leagues, always up to the 
Waiſt, and at every Surge of the Sea, to the 
very Armpits, in Water. What a Figure would 
ſome Petit. Maitre Officers, of a certain neighbor- 
ing Nation, have made, with their Toupet Peri- 
wigs, and their white Silk Stockings, in this 
piteous Condition ! But to return; Fortune was 
more favorable to our bold Adventurers, than 
they could reaſonably expect, for the ſame Even- 
ing they luckily met with two of their Pinnaces ; 
and tho* the Weather was very bad, our indefati- 
gable Captain made his Company row that 
Night, to Rio Franciſco, and having taken in 
the Reſt, with their Booty, gor to ſea again 
before Day-break. | 

Some Time after, Drake went again, with one 
Pinnace, to Rio Franciſco, and put on Shoar two 
of his Officers, with ten Men, and fixteen Ne- 
groes, to go in ſearch of the Gold and Silver they 
had hidden; but the Spaniards having been be— 
forehand with them, they found but a ſmall Share 
of it left, which they brought in Safety to their 
Ships; and Drake being now ſatisfied with the 
rich Prizes he had made, and the ample Revenge 
he had taken of the Spaniards, over whom he 
may truly be faid to have triumph'd in a glorious 
Manner, ſteer'd his Courſe homewards, and ar- 
rived at Plymouth, the ninth of Auguſt, 1573, 
having ſuffered no conſiderable Loſs, but that of 
two of his Brothers, who died ſoon after his laſt 
Departure from Rio Franciſco. 

During this Voyage it was, that Drake, while 
he was on the Mountains, in Search of his 


Booty, had the firit View of the South ſea, _ 
e 
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he immediately fix'd his Reſolution, which he 
ſtrengthen'd with a Vow, to ſail thither, and at- 
tempt making a perfect Diſcovery of it; and on 
this Expedition he bent his Thoughts immediately 
after his Return. 

Sir Walter Ralegb, in his Eſſays, obſerves, under 
the Year 1573, that Queen Elizabeth, having 
brought Phitip of Spain to better Reaſon (with 
Regard to the Seizure made by the Duke D' Alva, 
of Effects belonging to the Britzh Merchants in 
the Low Countries) tho' not ſo far as to a Reſtitu- 
tion, ſatisfied her own Merchants, to the full, for 
all their Loſſes, out of Effects helonging to the 
Dutch, and gave back to the Duke what was 
remaining. This (adds my Author) among 
many thouſands of her Royal Actions, made 
her glorious in all Nations, and cauſed even 
„ Strangers, in their Speeches and Writings, to 
&« extol her Princely Juſtice to the Skies. 

Captain Drake, as I ſaid above, bent his Mind, 
immediately after his Arrival in England, on an 
Expedition to the South Sea; but before he was 
ready ro depart, one Fohn Oxenbam, who had 
ſerv'd him in his former Voyages, and had been a 
Sharer in his good Fortune, reſolv'd now, with ſe- 
veral others, to ſ-t up for themſelves, and to be 
beforehand with their Conn For this End, 
they fired out a Ship of 140 Tons burden, and 
taiPd, inthe Year 1575, for the ſame Place, where 
being inform'd that the Convoy with the Mules 
laden with Treaſure from Panama to Porto Bello, 
were then expected, with a Guard of Soldiers, he 
reſolved on a new Undertaking. He conceal his 
Ship in a Place overſhaded with Trees, cover'd it 
with Bows, to prevent any Diſcovery of his Arri- 
val in thoſe Parts, buried his Guns, ſmall Arms, 
and Proviſions, and, taking ſome Negroes for 
their Guides, march'd, with his Company, over 

the 
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the Mountains, to a River which diſcharges itſelf 
into the South Sea. Here they built a large Pinnace, 
and, falling down with her into the Bay of Panama, 
ſaid over to the Pearl-Iſlands, to be in the way to 
intercept the PIKe-ſhips, in their Courſe from Peru 
to that City. After ten Days fruitleſs waiting, he 
intercepted and took a ſmall Bark, coming from 
Quito, in Peru, to Panama, and found in her 
60,000 Pieces of Gold ; and fix Days after ano- 
ther, coming from Lima, in which were 100,000 
Pieces of Silver. Thus far our Adventurer tri- 
umph'd ſucceſsfully over the Weakneſs and Folly 
of the Spaniards, and would Avarice have let him 
reſt contented with theſe conſiderable Booties, and 
had he either detain'd or kilPd the Men he took, 
and burnt their Ships, they would never have 
known who hurt them, and he might, in all pro- 
babilicy, have carried them ſafe to England; but 
inſtead of this, he tooPd away fifteen Days at the 
Iſland of Pearls, in geting but a ſmall Quantity of 
that precious Commodity, and quarreling with his 
Men ; then failing to the River from whence he 
came, diſmiſs'd his two Prizes, and went with the 
Pinnace alone up the River. This want of Fore- 
fight betray*d him to his Ruin; for the Spantards 


being now alarm'd, ſent a Force far ſuperior to his 


in Search of him, retook all his Booty, Kill'd 
many of his Men, and at length took him Priſo- 
ner, with his whole Company, and put them to 
Death. Thus an Adventure ſucceſsfully begun, 
came to nothing, by the Avarice and Indiſcretion 
of the Undertaker. 

I return now to Captain Francis Drake, who, 
knowing nothing of Oxenbam's Voyage or Miſcar- 
riage, continued his Preparations for an Expedition 
to the South-ſea, which gave a Begining to his fa- 
mous Voyage round the Glove, the moſt glorious 
that ever was attempted by any Nation, with fo 
; ſmall 


L231 


ſmall a Force, and the moſt ſurpriſing in its E- 
vents. The ſmall Squadron, with which he enter'd 
upon this bold and hazardous Undertaking, con- 
ſiſted of no more than five ſmall Ships and Barks, 
from one hundred to fifteen Tons, and the Hulks 
of four Pinnaces not yet fram'd, man'd with one 
hundred and ſixty- three ſtout and able Seamen, of 


whom very few were let into the Secret of his De- 


ſign, and plentifully furniſn'd with all Manner of 
Proviſions and Neceſſaries for a long and ha zard- 
ous Voyage. | 
They departed from Plymouth the 13th of De- 
cember 1577, and, on the Coaſt of Barbary, they 
put together one of their Pinnaces, which bein 
ready they departed, and, coaſting along the Shore, 
they took three Spani/h Fiſhermen and three Cara- 
vels. At Cape Blanco they found a Ship with only 
two Mariners on board, which they took, The 
Ziſt of January, 1578, being arriv'd at Cape 
Verd Iſlands, they ſtretch'd over towards St. Jago, 
the principal of them, where they chaſed rwo Por- 
tugucſe Ships, and took one of them laden with 
Wine, which they brought off, and gave the Ships 
Company their Pinnace, with a But of Wine and 
ſome Proviſions, in lieu of their Ship and Cargo. 
Nothing remarkable happen'd till they arrived a- 
bout the latter End of Auguſt with three Ships 
(having before turn'd the lefler Ships adrift) at the 
Streight-af Magellan, which they paſs'd, with great 
Difficulty, in ſixteen Days, and came out into the 
great South ſea. Here they met with ſuch tempe- 
ſtuous Weather, that one of their Ships was luit, 
and, in the Month of October, the other ſeparated 
in a Storm, and return'd thro? the Streight to Eng- 
land. 

Drake being now left with his own Ship alone, 
arrived, the Begining of December, on «i. Cit 
of Chili, and here Fortune began firſt ro fe his 
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Undertaking. By Means of an India Fiſherman, 


who took them for Spaniards, they got Advice, 


that a large Spaniſh Ship, laden from Peru, lay at 
Valpanizo. They immediately took the Indian for 
their Pilot, and went in Search of this Booty; 
which when they came up with, the Spaniards not 


expecting any foreign Gueſts, took them for their 


Country men, and welcom'd them with Joy; in 
return for which, the Engliſb claping them on 
board, thruſt them all under the Hatches, ex- 
cepting one who, jumping over, ſwam on Shore, 
They found in the Ship, 400 2 weight of the 

$ ſet with Emeralds; 
they afterwards plunder'd a neighboring Town, to- 
pF with its Chapel. This done, they ſet fail 


tor Lima, taking their Prize with them; and put- 


ing in at Coguimbo, where they landed fourteen 
Men, the Spaniards were ſo courageous as to at- 
tack them with a Body of 300 Horſe and 200 
Foot; but after having kill'd one Man, they pru- 
dently thought fit to let the remaining thirteen go 
back to their Ships, leſt Victory might, in the 
End, declare in their Favor. a 

Having afterwards repaired their Ships, and 
framed a Pinnace, they landed, towards the latter 
End of January, at a Place call'd Tarapaxa, 
where finding a Spantard aſleep with thirty Bars of 
Silver lying by him, they eas'd him of his Care, 
and left the drouſy Don to ſleep out his Nap, 
Going aſhore again, not far off, to water, "they 
met a Spaniard and an Indian driving eight Peruvian 


Sheep, as big as Aſſes, each laden with one hundred 


Pound weight of fine Silver, which they likewiſe 
thought fit to convey aboard their Ship, and free 


the poor Beaſts of their Burden. They then en- 


ter*d the Port of Arica, where they found three 
Ships, without one Soul on board, from 2 
they 


; MT 
they took, beſide other Merchandizes, fifty- ſe ven 
Wedges of Silver weighing twenty Pound each. 

About the Middle of February they arriv'd at 
Callao, the Port of Lima, the Capital of Peru, 
where they found many Ships at Anchor ; but not 
ſo much as a Boy on board of any of them: _ 

Sil 


however found large Quantities of Linen an 
on board, a Cheſt full of Coin, and, according 
to ſome Authors, fifteen hun ſred Bars of Silver. 
Having a yet greater Prize in view, they cut the 
Cablcs of all theſe Ships, and turn'd them adrift, 
that they might not made uſe of to prevent 
their Deſign; this done, they made all the Sail 


they could, in purſuit of a rich Spaniſb Ship calld. 


the Cacofogo, which they were inform'd was ſaiPd 
from thence to Panama. In this Chace, it was 
their Fortune to meet with a Spaniſh Brigantine, 
from which they took eighty Pound weight of Gold, 
a golden Crucifix, and ſome very large Emeralds. 
Some Days afterwards they came up with the 
Cacofogo, near Cape St. Francis, and having the 
good Fortune to ache one of her Maſts by the 
board, they immediately made themſelves Maſters 
of her. Here they found a Treaſure in Pearls and 
Jewels, with eighty pound weight of Gold, thir- 
teen Cheſts of coined Silver, and ſo large a Quan- 
tity of other Silver, or rather Silver Qar, that 
they could almoſt have ballaſted a Ship with it, 
in all to- the Amount of near Ninety Thouſand 
Pounds : all this they carried on board their own 
Ship, and then let the Cacofogo go. They then 
continued their Courſe Weſtward, and, about the 
Middle of March, met with a Spaniſh Ship laden 
with Linen, Silk, and China, from which they 
took a Falcon of Maſſy Gold, having a large E- 
merald ſet in the Breaſt of it, with as much of the 
Merchandize as they pleaſed. Drake now ſteer'd 
his Courſe rowards the North, along the Coaſt of 
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Mexico, and, about the Middle of April, landing 
at Apuatulco, they ſack'd the Town. While they 
were in this Place, repairing their Veſſel, a Spaniſb 
Ship, bound for the Philipine Iſlands, with a Go- 
vernor on board, put into the Harbour; they only 
eas d her of ſome part of her Burden, and then let 
her purſue her Voyage. * K-54 
Captain Drake having amaſs'd ſo immenſe a 
Treaſure, and made, what he thought ſufficicat 
Repriſals from the Spaniards, as well for the In- 
0979 the public had fuſtatn'd from them, as for 
is own private Loſſes, he was now thoughttul how 
he might beſt ger to England with his Booty. To 
return by the Streights of Magellan, would have 
been runing into the Mouth of imminent Dan- 
ger, on many Accounts; he then reſolved to at- 
tempt a Way, till then unknown, and if poſſible, 
to find a Paſſage by North America; he ſucceeded 
in the dangerous Attempt, and had the good For- 
tune to arrive, in the fame Ship he went out in, 
on the third of November, 1578, at Plymouth, 
having, in leſs than three Years, incompaſs'd the 
whole Globe ; triumph'd, with a Vengeance, over 
the perfidious Spaniards ; and tho? (as Sir William 
Monſon obſerves) this his Enterprize may ſeem to 
be grounded on Injuſtice, and he was, by many, 
look*d upon as little better than a Pyrate; yet 
ſuch had been the Behavior of the Spaniards to- 
wards the Engli/þ Nation, that in general he met 
with the Applauſe of the Public, and was even 
received very graciouſly by his Sovereign, who 
cauſed his Ship to be laid up in a Dock at Dept- 
ford, and, as it were, to be conſecrated with great 
Ceremony, on which Occaſion, ſhe honor'd him 
with her Royal Preſence on Board, at Dinner, and 
confer?d upon him the Honor of Knighthood. 
The Spaniſh Embaſſador, Don Bernardino de 
Mendoza," was indeed very loud in his * 
hs | an 
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and Threats, and demanded Reſtitution ; but the 
Queen, it ſeems, paid ſo very little Regard to 
them, that, on the contrary, ſhe gave him an An- 
ſwer worthy of ſo glorious a Princeſs, the Subſtance 
of which we find in Camden, as follows: 

« That the Spamards, by their hard Dealing 
e with the Engliſh, whom they had prohibited 
« Commerce, contrary to the Law ot Nations, 
„ had drawn theſe Miſchiets upon themſelves. 
* That Drake ſhould be forthcoming, to anſwer 
& according to Law, if he were convicted by 


« good Evidence and Teſtimony, to have com- 


% mited any Thing againſt Law and Right; 
« that thoſe Goods were laid by purpoſely, that 
e Satisfaction might be made to the Spaniards 
« (/c. if there were any due to them) tho? the Queen 
had ſpent a greater Sum of Mony, than Drake had 
brought in, againſt thoſe Rebels whom the Spa- 
0 niards had raiſed and incouraged againſt her, both 
in Ireland and England. Moreover, ſhe under- 
* ſtood not why her or any other Prince's Sub- 
« jets, ſhould be debar'd from the Trade of the 


&« Indies, which ſhe could not perſuade herſelf the 


* Spaniard had any juſt Title to, by the Donation 
* of the Biſhop of Rome (in whom ſhe acknow- 
% ledged no Prerogative, much leſs Authority, in 
* ſuch Caſes) nur yet by any other Claim, than as 
they had touch'd, here and there, upon the Coaſts, 


<« built Cottages, and given Name to a River or a. 


“Cape, which Things could not intitle them to a 
„ Propriety. So that this Donation of what is 
„ another Man's, which is of no Validity in Law; 
„ and this imaginary Propriety, cannot hinder o- 
*« ther Princes from trading into thoſe Countries, 
*« and, without Breach of the Law of Nations, 
© from tranſporting Colonies into thoſe Parts 
„ thereof, where the Spaniards inhabit not (foraſ- 
much as Proſcription without Poſſcſſion is little 


« worth) 
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. 
« worth) neither from freely navigating that vaſt 
« Ocean, Sc.“ The Matter was however made 
up at laſt, by the Payment of a certain Sum of 
Money, to a Spaniard named Pedro Sebura. . 
The Spaniards had, for ſome Time before, be- 

to be more open, not only in fomenting the 
rebellious rib, but in giving them actual At- 
fiſtance, which contributed not a little to juſtify 
the Proceedings of Drake againſt the Aſperſions 
caſt upon him by the Friends of Spain; for ſuch 
there were, as well then as in more modern 


Times. They had, the preceeding Year, 1579, 


ſent over three Ships and a ſmall. Body of Men, 
for the Uſe of theſe Rebels; but Mr. Thomas 
Courtney, an Engliſh Gentleman, happening acci- 
dentally to be at Anchor, in an Englifo- Man of 
War, near Kerry, a Peninſula in Ireland, where 
theſe Ships lay, he attack'd them and carried them 
off; and the Lord Grey being this Year ſent over 
to Ireland as Lord-Deputy, ſome Spaniards and 
Ttalians were ſent, in November following, by the 
Pope, to foment the Rebellion; for which End, 


they ſciz'd a Fort in the Weſt-Part of the King- 


dom; but his Lordſhip recovered the Fort, and 
put them all to the Sword. So likewiſe, on the 


other Hand, the Queen began to be lets reſerv*d 


in her Proceedings with Regard to them; for, in 
the Year 1582, a Commiſſion being iſſued, by the 
Lords of the Council, to one Mr. Edward Fenton, 
and others, to command in a Voyage intended for 


China and Cathay, with four Ships, the two Chief. 


of them were the Queen's own Ships, 'and Sir 
William Monſon tells us, that the Deſign of this 
Expedition was to annoy the King of Spain, in the 
South-ſea, from whence all his Treaſure and Wealth 
was brought. Accordingly, on the ſixth of Decem- 
ber, being then on the Coaſt of Braſil, they took a 
Spaniſo Ship, bound to the River of Plate, in which, 
among 
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among other Paſſengers, was Don Franciſco de 
Torre Vedra, Nephew to the Governor of that 
River: And, on the twenty-fourth of January, 
1583, being off St. Vincent's, they had a ſmart 
Ingagement, by Moon-light, with three Spauiſb 
Ships, of ſuperior Force to themſelves, and much 
better man'd, and the fight was renew'd again the 
next Day, in which they ſenk the Spaniſbò Vice- 
admiral, and oblig'd the other: to retreat up the 
River for Shelter. This ſame Year, England firſt 
became Maſter of Newfoundland, which was taken 
Poſſeſſion of, on the fifth of Augyft, by Sir Hum- 
phrey Gilbert; in the Queen's 9 by Virtue 
of. her Commiſſion for that Purpoſe, at the Har- 
bor of St. John, and her Property declared to be 
200 Leagues round that Place. 

Soon after, the Exgliſb began to open their Eyes, 
and be ſenſible of the Riches and Value of the 
but of late Years diſcover'd fourth Part of the 
World, America, and of the vaſt Profits, which 
the Spaniards drew only from a few ſmall Settle- 
ments in thoſe Parts. This put ſeveral upon aim- 
ing at farther Diſcoveries, to be appropriated to 
our Advantage; but the earlieſt Adventurer we 
find, was the juſtly famed Mr. Walter (afterwards 
Sir Walter) Ralegh. This great Man, having in- 
gag d ſeveral of his Friends, Men of great Worth, 
as well as Subſtance, to join with him in the Un- 
dertaking, and procured her Majeſty's Letters 
Patent, for that Purpoſe, bearing Date the twen- 
ty-fifth of March, 1584, ſent out two ſmall Veſ- 
els or Barks, commanded by Philip Amidas, and 
Arthur Barlow. Their Fortune was to touch on 
an Iſland near the Continent, and the Coaſt of the 
Country afterwards called Virginia, of which they 
took Poſſeſſion, the thirteenth of July, in the 
Queen's Right, afterwards delivering the Country 
up to Ralegh's Uſe; and having made an advan- , 

tageous 
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tageous Traffic with the Natives, return'd, very 
well ſatisfied with the Succeſs of this their Hr 
Undertaking, to Enzland. where they arrived a- 
bout the Miadie of September, bringing two of 
the Inhabitants with them, NE nets 
This gave Incouragement for a' fecond Expedi- 
tion, which was undertaken the Year following, 
under the Management of Sir Richard Greenvil, one 
of Sir Walter Ralegh's (for he was now knighted) - ' 
principal Aſſociates in the former, who was re- 
ſolved to be himſelf, an Eye-witneſs of theſe Dif. 
coveries. For this Purpoſe, ſeven Veſſels of dif- 
ferent Burdens, were fited out, and well furniſh'd 
- with Proviſions, Arms, and Ammunition, and, 
beſide the Crews of their Ships, ſpare Men for a 
Settlement, with which they ſet Sail from Plymouth, 
the ninth of April, 1585. Sir Richard, who com- 
manded himſelf in chief, with ſeveral: brave Men 
under him (ſome of whom were afterwards, for 
their Merit, judiciouſly prefer'd, by the wiſe and 
candid Queen Elizabeth, to Poſts in the Royal 
Navy) arrived, on the ſeventh of May, at Do- 
' minica, and landed at Puerto Rico, where he made 
ſome Stay, and not only built a Fort and Pin- 
nace, but gain'd fome Advantage over the Spa- 
' miards. They likewile, at their Departure, took 
two rich Spaniſb Prizes, and in one of them ſe- 
veral . Paſſengers, who ranſom'd themſelves at a 
conſiderable Price. At Jabella, on the North of 
Hiſpaniola, they drove an advantageous Trade with 
the Spaniards, who received them courteouſly; but 
it was as uſual, rather out of Fear than Love. 
The twentieth of June, they fell in with the Con- 
tinent of Florida; and tome Days afterwards came 
to an Anchor at the ſame Place where the Exgliſi 
had been a Year before. Here. they ſet aſhoar 
Mr. Ralph Lane, and Mr. Philip Amidas, with 
5 ninet een 
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nineteen other Officers, 108 Men, and all Neceſ- 


faries, for ſetling a Colony. Sou e . | 

Sir Richard ſtaid there himſelf about two Months, 
and, after having made ſome Diſcovery more in 
the Sound, to the Southward, and got ſome Trea-. 
ſure, in Skins, Furs, Pearl, and other Rarities of 
the Country, for Things of ſmall Value, return'd 
for England, and arrived, on the eigbteenth of 
September, at Plymouth, with a Spaniſo Ship of 
300 Tons, richly laden, which he had täken in 
his Paſſage. Thus the Engliſh may be ſaid to 
have triumph'd, in a double Manner, over the 
Spaniards, by making Prizes of their Ships, al- 
moſt without Reſiſtance,” and peaceably taking 
Poſſeſſion of Territories, to which they, tho? 
without any Foundation, pretended a Right. 

The Foreign Trade of England, increaſing now 
every Day greatly, and begining more and more 
to be diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral Branches, that to 
the Coaſt of Guinea began likewiſe to flouriſh, 
and our glorious Queen Elizabeth, being, = 
all Occaſions, ready to ſhew the Eſteem ſhe had 


for the Trading Part of the Nation, and that ſhe 


was willing to give them all the Encouragement 
that was in her Power, granted Letters Patent to 


ſeveral Perſons, for the Eſtabliſhment of it. 


Matters begun now to ripen on both Sides for 
an open, War; the Spaniards, on their Side, con- 
tinuing their Provocations, and the Queen, on 
hers, omiting none to ſhew her Reſentment. | 

The Begining of the Year 1585, furniſhes us 
with an Inſtance of the cowardly ard treacherous 
Diſpoſition of the Spamards, who, tho' they never 
dar*d to look us in the Face with an equa! Force; yet 
watched every Opportunity of betraying or decoying 
our Ships and Men into their Clucches, when they 
imagin'd themſelves much our Superiors in Power 
but in the Inſtance, I am going to give, tho? it 
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ſufficiently juſtified the Steps the Queen afterwards 
thought fit to take, they happen'd, accoording to 
the vulgar Sea-Phraſe, zo catch @ Tartar. 

The Ship Primroſe, of London, of the Burden 
of 150 Tons, commanded by one Forſter, lying 
without the Bay of Bilboa, there came a Spaniſh 
Pinnace by her Side, in which was the Corregidor, or 
Chief Civil Magiſtrate, of the Province of Biſcay, 
with fix other Perſons, in the Habits of Biſcayan 
Merchants, who were courteouſly entertain'd on 
Board, as Friends; but the Corregidor, with three 
of his Companions, going on 'Shore in the Pin- 
nace, and leaving the other three on Board, they 
ſoon returned with ſeventy Perſons in a large Boat, 
and twenty-four in the Pinnace, all likewiſe in the 
Habits of Merchants; but being come up to the 
Ship's Side, at a Signal given, by Beat of Drum, 
every Man ſeiz'd his Rapier, and what other 
Weapons they had, which till then they had con- 
cealed, and poured into the Ship, with great Fury, 
on all Sides, at once, and ſome of them, ſeting 
their Daggers to the Captain's Breaſt, commanded 
him to yield, and threatned him with immediate 
Death, if he or his Men offer'd to make the leaſt 
Reſiſtance. The Primroſe had but twenty-ſeven 
Men on Board, who, not diſmayed at the unequal 
Number, knowing what a daſtardly Enemy they 
had to do with, reſolv'd one and all, to reſcue their 
Captain, and free themſelves from Captivity, or die 
inthe Attempt, and they plied what Arms they had, 
with ſuch Activity and Reſolution, that they ſoon 
clear*'d the Decks of their ungenerous Enemy, and 
made ſuch Havock among them, that what with 
thoſe who fell by their Hands, and thoſe who were 
drowned in indeavoring to eſcape their Fury, very 
few reach'd the Shore, to give an Account what 
was become of their Companions. The Corregidor, 
With three more, were carried Priſoners to England, 
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and it appear'd that they had cram'd their Buſoms 
full of Quires of Paper, thinking thereby to bid 
Defiance to the ſmall Shot of the Engliſh ; and the 
Corregidor, to juſtify his Proceedings, produced 
a Commiſſion from his King, to ſeize all the 
Engliſh Ships, that came within his Reach, with 
this remarkable Injunction, that he ſhould obey theſe 
Orders with all the Diſſimulation that might be. 

Thus twenty-eight Engliſh Men, tho? tteacher- 
ouſly ſurpris'd, gain'd a complete Victory over 
ninety-ſeven Spaniards, with the Loſs only of one 
Man kill'd, and fix wounded, a gallant Action, 
that very well deſerves the Name of a Triumph. 
The ſame Tear, the United Provinces of the 


Netherlands. were ſo reduced, that the States 


plainly perceived they were no longer able, of 
themſelves, to withſtand the Tyranny of Spain, 
they therefore made an Offer of the Sovereign- 
ty of thoſe Provinces to 1 * Elizabeth. She 
indeed rejected this Offer, for Reaſons of State; 
but, at the ſame Time, wiſely reſolv'd, to give 
the King of Spain a Diverſion, by affording them 
a powerful Aid, and taking the United Provinces 
into her eſpecial Protection; ſhe entered into a 
Treaty with them accordingly, and publiſh'd a 
Manifeſto, ſhewing her Reaſons for ſo doing : But 
as ſhe was ſenſible, that theſe Reaſons would not 
be look'd upon, by the King of Spain, as ſatis- 
factory, and that he would keep no Meaſures with 
her for the future; and beſide, being juſtly inragꝰ'd at 
the Commiſſion he had iſſued to ſeize all the Exgli/þ 
Ships, Men and Effects, found in his Country, ſhe 
reſolved to find him Imployment abroad : And 
having likewiſe found by Experience, that there 
could be no Thoughts of obtaining Satisfaction for 
her Subjects, in an amicable Manner, ſhe gave 
Power to ſuch as ſhould be Sufferers by that Com- 
miſſion, to indemnify themſelves on the MR 
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of the King of Spain, and granted them Letters of 
Repriſals for that Purpoſe. * ; 

In Order to annoy the Spaniards abroad, ſhe 
ſent Sir Franci; Drake, now made an Admiral, to 
the Wat. Indies, with a Fleet, conſiſting of twen- 
ty-one Sail of Ships, great and ſmal), the largeft 
Fleet Exgland had ever ſent to thoſe Parts. man'd 
with 2300 Sailors, beſide a Body of Land Forces, 
commanded by Lieutentant-General Carliſle, with 
proper Officers under him. ni; 

This Fleet departed from Plymouth about the 
Middle of September, and firſt viſited the Coaſts 
of Spain, where they took ſeveral Prizes, and 
landing at Bayonne, Vigo and the Iſland of Ferro, 
made a Booty on Shore likewiſe ; the principal of 
which conſiſted of the Plate and rich Furniture 
belonging to the Cathedral Church of Yigo, among 
which was a very large Croſs of Maſſy Silver 
double- gilt. This done, they departed for the 
Meſt-Indiss, and taking the Cape Verd Iſlands in 
their Way, landed at St. Jago, and ſurpriſing the 
Town of that Name, firſt plunder'd it, and then 
intirely deſtroy'd it by Fire, together with the 
Country-houſes in the Neighborhood. - 

They then reſolved on an Attempt on Hiſpaniola, 
where they arrived on New-Year's Day of the 
Year 1586, and landing about ten Miles from 
the City of Santo Domingo, march'd with a ſur- 
priſing Intrepidity into the very Mouths of the 
Enemy's Cannon, and took it, together with the 
Caſtle. Here they ſtaid a whole Month, and 
having plunder'd the Town and Neighborhood, 
and carried their Booty on Board, took a Ranſom 
of 23, ooo Ducats, to ſpare the Houſes from Fire. 
From hence they, ſailed over to Caribagena, which 
they took by Storm, and oblig'd the Spaniards 
to tanſom it for 110,000: Ducats, and 1000 
Crowns for the Abbey. Drake's next and _ 
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cipal Deſign was upon Nombre de Dios, in order 
to march from thence by Land, to Panama but 
a contageous Diſtemper, which rag'd among his 
Men, oblig'd him to alter his Reſolution, and to 
think of returning to England, with the Booty he 
had made. In his Way, paſſing between Cuba 
and Juccatan, and failing along the Coaſt, they 
burat St. Auſtin's and St. Anthony's, and, in a Fort 
belonging to the former, found, among other Booty, 
a Cheſt containing to the Value of 2000 Pounds in 
Mone. r. e 
They continued their Courſe from thence along 
the Coaſt of Florida, till they came to the Colony 
ſettled by Sir Richard Greenvil in Virginia, which 
not having been duly ſupphed by the Undertakers, 
with Neceſlaries from England, they abandon'd it 
for a while, and returned home with Sir Francis 
Drake, who arriv'd at Plymouth, the twenty- eighth 
of July, 1586, having ſtruck the Spamards with 
a general Terror, throughout all the Wet- Indies, 
and brought home a Booty valued at 60,000 
Pounds (ſome Authors fay much more) beſide 
above 200 Braſs Cannon; and the Loſs to the 
Spaniards may very well be computed at three 
Times the Value of the Booty to us. In this 
Voyage, Sir Francis Drake was the firſt Enpliſh- 
man that landed in New England, of which one of 

the Kings ſubmited to Queen Elizebeth. 

The King of Spain being thus made ſenſible; that 
| it was in vain to pretend to withſtand the Power 
| of the Engliſh in the Wieſt-Indies, and knowing of 

how great Importance the Levant Trade was to 

the Engliſh Nation, reſolved to try his Efforts to 

be reveng'd that Way; but with as little Succeſs, 

The Turkey Company, being acquainted with his 

Intention, ſent out none but Ships of Force ſufficient 

0 to baffle his Attempts, and imployed them in a 
Body. The firſt Rencounter between the Engliſh 


and 


= - 2 —— —— 
A A OY IS nn 1 I th GE AD * 
. 
— _ — * 
— _- - -- 
A, » L __—_ 1 _ _ = 
\ I * yo N ESP I = 8 - 


Re _ IT a — — - 4 


1384 


and the Spanuiards in the Mediterranean, happen'd in 
the Month of Ju, 1386, and turn'd out very much 
to the Honor of our Nation. The Turtey Compiny 
having, in Nevember of the toregoing Year, {ent out 
five ſtout Ships far the Mediterranean, while they lay 
at the Idand of Zante, having e Trade, 
dang taking in Provians and Neceſlaries for 
their Voyage home, they got Intelligence, that the 
Spanierds, reſolving to. overpawer them by Force 
and Numbers, had fited out two Fleets, one of 
thirty and the other of twenty Gallies, ent 
them. They plainly perceived it would be hardly 
ſor them to eſcape their Sight, in thoſe 
nart ow Scas, and that chey muſt either ſubmit to 
the -ungenerous Enemy, or fight their Way thro” 
and they; bravely reſolved upon the latter, an 
Prepare accordingly. On the thirteenth of Judy, 


exween Sicily and the Coaſt of Africa, they diſ- 
covered thirteen Sail, which, as they drew nearer, 
they perceiyed to be eleven Gallies and two Frigats, 
lying 0 antercept them. The haughty Spaniſb 
Admiral inſiſted upon nothing leſs than an imme- 
diate. Surrender, upon Diſcretion, and finding his 
Dewand rejected with Diſdain, fired a Shot of 
Defiance, which being anſwered, in the ſame 
Manner, by the Eugliſb, the Fight began, and 
was continued with equal Obſtinacy for five Hours, 
till the Spauniſo Gallies were ſo batter'd, and fo 
great a Number of, their Men kilPd; that they 5 
teund themſclves under a Neceſſity to ſheer off. 
The Admiral, being hardly able to keep above 
Water, ſhew'd the firſt Example, and he was ſoon 
followed by two others, in the ſame Condition. 
The remaining eight Gallies, with the two Frigats, 
did not hold it much longer; an] it plainly ap- 
ard by their working, that they had hardly 
en enough left to charge their great Guns; 
and that it was nct without great a" 
| they 
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they made towards the Shore, arid leſt the open 
Sea for the Enzhi/b to purſue chew Voyage, which 
they did, . not thinking it worth their white, as 


they were laden, to eontinge the Chaſe. They 
_ afterwards came within Sight of the other Spaniſb 


Squadron, near the Streight's Mouth; but being 
fa vor'd with a thick Fog, and a briſk Gale, they 
gave them the Slip, and got by them without be- 
ing perceived. 
The fame Year, the famous George, Earl of 
Cumberland, of whom 1 ſhall have Occaſion to 
make frequent Mention, in the Sequel, firſt ap- 
N in the Scene of Action. He fired out, at 
is own Expence, a little Squadron. conſiſting of 
three Ships and a Pinnace; and their Deſign Was 
for the South-ſea. They ſet ſail from Plymouth, on 
the ſeventeenth of Auguſt, and having ſpent” ſome 
Weeks on the Coaſts of Barbary, they fell in with 
the Coaſts of America, the Begining of January. 
The tenth, being not far from Rio della Plata, 
they took a ſmall Portugueſe Ship, and the next 
Day another. The Seaton of the Veur not being 
yet proper to paſs the Streights of Magellan, they 
Teſolv'd to ply for the Coaſt of Brafil, which they 
made, the Begining of April, and anchor'd- the 


eleventh before the Town of Baya. Finding here - 


a Squadron of eight of nine Ships, one of which 
carried ' twenty-four Guns, notwithſtanding they 
were fo ſuperior in Force, they carried off four of 
the beſt of them, and land, tho* oppoſed by a 
much greater Number of Portugurſe and Indian 
Troops, furniſh'd themſelves with what Proviſions 
they wanted. The fame Day they took a large 
Hulk, together with a Caravel, and another ſmall 
Bark. The fixth of May, the Pinnace, with two 
or three Boats, and about ſixty Men, having been 
on Shore to victual, were met by a Portugueſe 
Gally, with four hundred Europeans, —_ In- 
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mans, on Board. The Dons thinking themſelves | 
ſecure of the Victory, made the Onſet with Drums | 
and Shouts; but met with ſo unexpected a Re- 
ception, . from this brave Handful of Men, that 
not thirty of them went back alive to give an 
Account of it. A few Days afterwards they plun- 
der'd the Portugueſe Ingenios on Shore, and the 
next Day took a ſmall Caravel. They now put off 
the Purſuit of their intended Voyage to the Sautb- 
ſea, and being contented with theſe, and ſome 
other ſmall Prizes, return'd for England, where 
they arriv'd in September. | 
The fame Year, 1586, furniſhes us with ano- 
ther Inſtance how light the Engliſb made of the 
Spaniards in thoſe Days. Sir Walter Ralegh havin 
fited out two ſmall Veſſels, of bur thirty-five = 
fifty Tons, deſign'd for the Coaſt of Spain and the 
Azores, after having taken ſeveral Prizes, they chaſed 
two Sail, under a Fort of the Iſle of Gracio/a, from 
whence they fetch'd them off, with a ſmall Boat, 
and nine Men, in Spight of the Fort, and 150 
Men with Fire- Arms on Shore, who had not the 
Courage to attack them, tho* under the Cover of 
their own Fort. This was indeed a brave Action, 
but not comparable co that I am now about to 
relate, for the Sake of which I mention this V oyage. 
Contented with the Prizes they had taken, they 
were now returning home in Triumph, when they 4 
diſcover'd a large Fleet at a Diſtance, and notwith- 

ſtanding their great Superiority in Force they re- 
ſolv'd to have a Trial of Skill with them. To 
this End, they ſent home their Prizes, and having 
then but ſixty Men left, in their two ſmall Barks, 

14 | well knowing the Cowardice of the Enemy, they 

N had the Courage to fall upon a Fleet of twenty- 

four Sail, two of which were large Carracks, one 

| | of twelve, and the other of eleven hundred Tons, 

14 | and ten were Galleons, all laden with Treaſure, 
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Spice and Sugar. They followed and continuallß 
harras'd them, for thirty-rwo Hours, till all their 
Powder was ſpent, the Spaniards, all the while 
aiming at nothing but to eſcape the — they 
thought themſelves in; and the Carracks lying 
always, as a Bulwark, between the Engliſh and 


the Reſt of the Ships, they could not, as they 


hop'd to do, fiſh up ſome of them, but were o- 
blig'd, much againſt their Wills, after having 
made ſo brave an Attempt, to let this rich Booty 
eſcape them. During this Time, were made the 
third and fourth Voyages for ſettling a Colony in 
Virginia, which I paſs by to come-to Matters of 
greater Action, and more to my preſent Purpoſe. 
The Queen, about this Time, got the firſt Intelli- 
gence of the vaſt Preparations the King of Spain was 
making, to invade her Dominions, and the whole Se- 
cret was ſoon. after diſcover'd, by the Vigilance of 
her Miniſter, Wal/ingham ; ſhe therefore thought it 
moſt prudent, to indeavor, at leaſt, to ſtifle theſe _ 
Preparations in their Embryo. For this End, ſhe 
order'd Sir Francis Drake to Sea, with a Fleet of 
thirty or more Ships, and with Inſtructions, to 


render, as much as in him lay, theſe. great Pre- 


parations fruitleſs, and to deſtroy all the Spaniſh 
Ships, Ammunition and Proviſions that he ſhould 
find in their Harbors, or elſewhere, before they 
could come to Lisbon, where this Armada was to 
rendezvous. It was about the Begining of April, 
1587, when Drake ſet Sail, with this Fleet, from 
Plymouth ; and he had not been many Days ar 
Sea, before he got Intelligence, that there were 
great Quantities of Ammunition and Proviſions, 
at Cadiz and thereabouts, deſigned to be ſent to 
Lisbon, upon which he immediately ſteer'd his 
Courſe for Cadiz, and he no ſooner arriv'd there 
than he oblig'd ſix Gallies, that endeavor'd to 
oppoſe hi. Entrance, to retire under the Caſtle for 
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Shelter, after which he burnt or ſunk near 100 


Ships in the Bay (among which were a great new 
Galleon of 1200 Tons, and a rich Merchant Ship 
of 1000 Tuns and 40 Braſs Guns) with great Store of 
Ammunition and Proviſions. After having per- 
form'd this Service, Drake return'd with his Fleet 
to St. Vincent, and, ravaging the Coaſt, took the 
Caſtle of St. Vincent, with three others in the 
Neighborhood, and, burning all the Fiſher-boats, 
with their Nets, in his Way, failed to the Mouth 
of the Tagus, where, in the very Sight of the 
Spaniſh Admiral, and the Fleet under his Com- 
mand, which Drake in vain challeng'd to an In- 
gagement, he deſtroy'd the Coaſts, and plunder'd 
and burnt above 100 Ships more. And that the 
Merchants, who were Adventurers with him in 
this Undertaking, might be Sharers as well in the 
Profit as the Glory of it, he way-lay'd a large 
Spaniſh Carrack, richly laden, and homewards 
bound from the Eaſt-Indies, and had the good 
Fortune to take her ; but beſide the Value of her 
Cargo, which was great, the Papers found' on 
board of her were of more conſiderable Advan- 
tage to the trading Part of the Nation, as they 
diſcovered all the Secrets of the Eaſt-India Trade, 
and gave Riſe to the Improvements the Engliſh 
afterwards made in that Trade, to their own Ad- 
vantage. Thus were the vaſt Deſigns of the 
Spaniards interrupted for this Year, at leaſt ; but 
they did not wholly abandon them; on the con- 
trary, they were as intent as ever, in preparing to 
bring them into Execution the next. I ſhall, there- 
fore, leave them thus occupied, and relate, in the 
mean Time, the wonderful Succeſs of a private 
Expedition, in more diſtant: Parts, I mean the 


Voyage of Thomas Cavendiſh, Eſq; round the 


Globe, in which, like Drake, he prov'd a ſevere 
Scourge to the Spaniards. This Gentleman, having 
reduc*d 
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reduc'd his Eſtate by Gallantries, now bent his 
Thoughts on redeeming his Fortune at the Ex- 
pence of the common Enemy, the Spaniards. 
For this —_— he cauſed two intire new Ships to 
be built, and adding a third to them, fited them 
out at his own Charge for the Sea. He prevail'd 
upon himſelf to leave the Pleaſures of a Court, 
to command in this hazardous Voyage, in Perſon, 
which he did, with about 120 Men under him, 
and all Neceſſaries for a two Years Voyage. He 
ſet Sail from Plymouth, in July, 1586, arriv'd, 
in October, on the Coaſt of Braſil, in November, 
on the American Coalt, and in the Begining of 
Fanuary, 1587, at the Month of the Streight of 
Magellan, which they paſs'd, and came into the 
South-ſea. in February. The latter End of March, 
they came into the Bay of Quintero, where land- 
Ing about ſixty Men, they march'd peaceably ſome 
Miles up into the Country. The Spaniards had 
indeed ſent out a Party of 200 Horſe, to intercept 
them, but they had not the Courage to venture 
upon the Attack, and ſuffer*d that Body to be de- 
frated by even a leſs Number of the Enghſp. A- 
bout the Middle of May, they came into the Bay 
of Moro Moreno, where they plunder'd three little 
Towns, and took two rich Spaniſh Ships, one of 
which was alone valued at 20,000 Pounds, which 
they ſet on Fire, after having taken out the moſt 
valuable Goods. A few Days afterwards, they 
came into the Road of Paita, where they pillag'd 


and burnt the Town of that Name, and carried. 


off whatever they found of Value. They then 
failed to the Iſland of Puna, where they found a 
Spaniſh Ship of 250 Tons, which they ſunk, and 
then landing, found out the Governor's Treaſure, 
valued at 100,000 Crowns, which they conveyed 
on board their Ships; and having, with ſeventy 
of their Men, defeated a Body of 100 Spamards, 
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and 200 Indians, burnt the Church and the Town, 
conſiſting of 300 Houſes, with four large Ships on 
the Stocks. In June, they paſs'd the Line, and, 
continuing a Northerly Courſe all that Month, made 
Nueva Eſpanna, the Begining of the next. A few 
Days afterwards, they took two Spaniſb Ships, 
one of which was of 120 Tons, which they plun- 
der'd and burnt. They then ſack'd the Town of 
Aguatulco, and, in the Cuſtom-houſe of that Place, 
made a conſiderable Booty. In Auguſt, they land- 


ed at Puerto de Natividad, where they plunder'd 


and burnt the Town, with two Ships, of 200 Tons 
each, on the Stocks. Two Days after, they came 
into the Bay of St. Jago, where they drag'd for 


Pearls, and took a conſiderable Quantity, They 


continued ravaging and burning ſeveral Places, till 
the Begining of November, when they eſpy'd a 
large Sail, from their Top-maſt Heads, they pre- 

red immediately for an Ingagement, chaſing her 
all the while; and tho', as they drew nearer, 
they diſcover'd her to be much ſuperior to them 
in Force (and ſhe appear'd. afterwards to be the 
Admiral of all the South-ſea, and of the Burden 
of 700 Tons) they reſolv'd upon attacking her. 
They came up with her in about three Hours, 
and, as ſoon as they were within reach of her, 
ſaluted her with a Broad-ſide, and a Volley of 
all their ſmall Shot, The Spaniards defended their 
Ship for about ſix Hours; but then yielded her 
up, together with her Cargo, in Exchange for 
their Lives; tho? they were almoſt double the 
Number of the Eugliſh. In this Prize, they found 
120,000 Pieces of Gold, beſide great Quantities of 
rich Silks, Sattins, Damaſks, Muſk, Sc. and Plenty 
of all Sorts of Provifions, They put the People on 
Shoar, and ſet Fire to the Ship, with above 500 
Tons of Goods on board, which they could not 
carry off. The Buſineſs of their Voyage being 
f no 
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now done, they made the beſt of their Way for 
England, by the Cape of Good Hope, and arriv'd 


* 


in September, 1588, at Plymouth. | 


Being now returned to Europe, let us take a 
View what the Spaniards are doing at home, in 
Order to gratify the Reſentments which they had 
been long 1 againſt the Engliſh Nation, 
for keeping them within the Bounds of Juſtice, 
and the Tenor of the Law of Nations: And tho), 
in Sir Francis Drake's laſt Expedition, their vaſt 
Preparations had been greatly impeded, yet were 
they not ſo intirely defeated, but that they went 
on with them, and purſued their original Intent, 
till they had got together a Fleet, to which they 
vainly gave the arrogant Name of the Invincible 
Armada, the Deſtruction of which being the moſt 
conſiderable Action we ever had with the Spaniſh 
Nation, and giving a lively Idea of their Debility, 
and our ſuperior Capacity in Naval Affairs, I ſhall 
be as circumſtantial jn my Relation of it, as the 
Limits of theſe brief Memoirs will poſſibly allow. 
Authors differ as to the Number and Quality of 
the Ships of which this ſa-named Invincible Armada 
conſiſted, as well as ot the Perſons imployed; but 
I ſhall confine myſelf in this particular, to the 
Account given by Strype, from a Spaniſh Book, 
in which were additional Notes, by the Lord- 


\ Treaſurer Burleigh, the Subſtance of which is 


as follows. The Spaniſh Armada conſiſted in 
all of 130 Ships, of 57,868 Tons, 19,295 
„ Soldiers, and 8450 Mariners, 2088 Slaves, and 
*« 2630 great Braſs Pieces of Cannon, of all 
„ Sorts; beſide twenty Caravels for the Service 
& of the Army, and ten Salves, with fix Oars 
a- piece.“ Theſe Ships had on Board prodi- 
gious Quantities of Ammunition, Field-pieces and 
{mall Arms, of every Sort, with whatever elſe 
could ſerve for Oftentatioa or Terror; and there 
! was 
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was hardly a noble Family in all Spain, but had 
a Son, a Brother or a Nephew, in this Expedi- 
tion, fluſh'd with the Hopes of growing rich at 
the Expence of the Engliſh Hereticks; who with- 
out Doubt, were deſtin'd to bear .the Charge of 
the whole Fleet, the daily Expence of which, 
when at Sea, has been computed at near 16,000 
Pounds. 

But it was not alone from that mighty Fleet 
England was threatned ; the Duke of Parma had 
provided, by the King of Spain's Commands, a 
great Number of Ships and flat-botromed Boats 
tor landing Horſes and Troops; and his Army, 
conſiſting of 26,000 Foot, and 4000 Horſe, lay 
in the Sea-towns of Flanders, ready to be tranſ—-— 
ported. On the other Hand, the Duke of Gui/e 
brought 12,000 Men down to. the Coaſts of Nor- 
mandy, which were to join the Spaniſh Armada, 
as they paſs'd by, and to land in the Weſt of 
England. This, I ſay, was ,deſign'd, but neither 
the Duke of Parma nor the Duke of Guiſe had 
any Share in the Actions that enſued, as we ſhall 
fee below. 

The Queen, on her Side, was not backward, 
as ſhe was early acquainted with the Deſigns hatch- 
ing againſt her, in preparing for her Defence. Her 
Fleet under the Command of the Lord Howard of 
Eſingbam, Lord High Admiral, was put into the 
beſt Condition that could be, both for Offence and 
Defence. His Inſtruct ions were to repair Weſtward, 
with his Vice and Rear Admirals, Sir Francis Drake, 
Sir Fobn Hawkins, and Mr. Martin Forbiſber; and 
the Lord Henry Seymour, with forty Engliſh and 
Dutch Ships, were order'd to repair to the Coaft 
of Hlanders, to prevent the Duke of Parma from 
coming out, The Fleet under the Lord Howard, 

eing aſſembled at P/ymouth, to the Number of 
near ninety Sail, departed, and ply'd off and on, 
7 between 
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between Uſ/hant and Scilly, waiting the coming of 
the Spaniſh Fleet; and both Squadrons increas'd, 
at Length, to 197 Sail; in Number, indeed ex- 
ceeding that of the Enemy's Fleet, but theirs, 
as a late Author obſerves, was ſuperior to ours 


in Tonage, near double, and in Men, more than 


double. In the mean Time, the Lord-admiral 
having received Advice that the Spaniſh Armada 
was diſpers'd in a Storm, and return'd to their 
Rendezvous, he likewiſe, after having advanced 
ſome Part of the Way, in Hopes of ſurpriſing 
them, in their Diſtreſs, return'd to Plymouth to 
refreſh his Men. | 
The neceſſary Preparations for a gallant Defence, 
by Land, were, in the mean Time, not neglected. 
'The Sea-ports were fortified, and Signals every 
where appointed, to ſhew the Places where the 
Troops were to march. A Body of Militia was 
arm'd in every County, with - proper Officers to 
command them; and Directions were given to 
join one another, as occaſion ſhould require. 
Twenty thouſand Land- men, were ſtation*d a 
the Southern Coaſts of England, and, beſide 
this, the Queen had two, Armies of regular ex- 
rienc'd Troops; one, under the Command of 
ord Hunſdon, conſiſting of 34,000 Foot, and 
2000 Horſe, about her Royal Perſon, the other 
headed by the Lord Leiceſter, of 22,000 Foot, and 
1000 Horſe, incamp'd at Tybury. The whole 
Nation, and, in a more particular Manner, the 
City of London, were zealous, in expreſſing their 
Loyalty to her Majefty, on this Occaſion, and in 
ſhewing their Readineſs to contribute, every Man 
in his Way, towards the Defence of their Country, 
their Liberties, and their Queen. 
In this Diſpoſition, was the Nation, and thus 
was it guarded, when the Spani/h Armada, having 
before been twice diſperſed by Storms, arrived, 


The 
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the nineteenth of July, 1588, in the Channel, and 
fell in with the Lizzard, on the Southermoſt Part 
of Cornwall; but the Night approaching, they put 
off to Sea again, and deſign'd, the next Morning, 
to attack the Exgliſb Fleet, then lying in the Har- 
bor of Plymouth. The ſame Day, about four in 
the Afternoon, the Lord-admiral got Advice of the 
near Approach of the Enemy's Fleet; and tho? the 
Wind blew hard into Plymouth Sound, he got fix 
Ships of his Fleet out to Sea that Evening, and to 
the Number of fifty-four early the next Morning. 
With theſe Ships, the Lord-admiral ſet Sail, and 
he was ſcarce got as far as Ediſtone, when he diſ- 
covered the Spaniſb Fleet to the Weſtward, failing 
flowly, according to their Spaniſh Gravity, up the 

Channel, the Ships being ſo lofty, that they ap- 
peared like ſo many floating Caſtles. The Lord- 
admiral was very ready to let them paſs by him, 
that fo, having the Advantage of the Wind, he 
might fall upon their Rear, and diſorder them that 


ay. 
The next Morning, the firſt Fight e the 
Engliſh Ships that were got out of the Harbor, to 
the Number of about 100, which had recovered 
the Wind of the Spaniards, making the Onſet. 
The Begining was made by the Lord-admiral, 
who attack'd, with great Fury, a large Spaniſh 
Ship, which he miſtook for the Spaniſh Admiral; 
while Drake, Hawkins, and Forbiſber ingaged ſe- 
veral others of the Enemy's Steramoſt Ships, which 
they obliged to retreat to the main Body of the 
Fleet, after having diſabled their Vice-admiral. 
The Spamards maintain'd a runing Fight, with 
the Enęliſb at their Heels, for near two Hours; 
when the Lord-admiral gave over the Chace, in 
Conſideration, that forty of his Ships, which were 
bur juſt got out of Plymouth Haven, had not yet 
join'd him. In the Night, a Spaniſh Ship, call'd 

the 
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St. Katberin?, was brought into the Midſt of their 
Fleet, greatly diſabled, and a large Biſcay Ship, 
of 800 Tons, which ſerv'd for their Treaſury, 
was wilfully ſet Fire to, and afterwards fell into 
the Hands of the Engliſh, with a great Booty in 
Gold, as did likewiſe a great Galleon, which hav- 
ing ſprung her Fore-maſt and Boltſprit, was lefc 
- behind. The Eugliſß Fleet having ſeparated that 9 
Night, by a Miſtake, there was no Ingagement 1 
that Day, which therefore the Spaniſh Admiral == 
improved in the Diſpoſition of his Fleet, and to 
aſſign each Ship its Station. 

The twenty-third, at Day-break, the Wind be- 
ing at North, the Spaniards tack'd about, and 
bore down upon the Exgliſh, who, on their Side, 
tack'd likewiſe, and ſtood to the Weſtward ; both 
being equally aſſiduous to get the Weather-gage, 
till at Length they came to a ſecond Ingagement, 
which proved the moſt general and bloody of any 
that happen'd between them in the Briti/ Channel, 
| and laſted the whole Day, during which the Englifo 

made ſeveral Advantages, and, among others, 
took a great Yenetian Ship, with ſeveral of leſs 
Burden. This Day it was that Sir Walter Ralegh, 
burning with an eager Deſire, to be in Action a- 
gainſt his avow'd Energies, join'd the Eugliſb Fleet, 


accompanied by many brave Nobles and Gentle- 
men, in ſeveral Ships. 


) 

7 

8 The twenty-fourth, very little of Moment hap- 
= pen'd, which gave the Lord-admiral Time to ſend 
| 
. 
n 


on Shoar for a Supply of Powder and Ball, which 
he began to want, and to divide his Fleet into 
four Squadrons, commanded by himſelf and the 
other three Flag-officers. He form'd indeed a 


e Deſign this Day, to attack the Enemy's Fleet, in 
t the Dead of the inſuing Night; but a Calm pre- 
& vented the puting it into Execution. | 

e 
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The twenty -fifth proved a Day of Action, 
| | 5 which begun on Occaſion of a great Portugueſe 
r Galleon, that could not keep up with the Reſt 
140 of the Fleet, falling into the Hands of Captain 
140 John Hawkins, whereupon three of the Spaniſh 
| Galeaſſes attempted to reſcue her; but they were 
1 ſo warmly received by the Lord: admiral himſelf, 
ö and the Lord Thomas Howard, that tho', when 
the two Fleets came to a more general Ingage- 
ment, they had the good Fortune to get off, yet 
they were diſabled for any Action afterwards. The 
Remainder of this Day's Battle, tho' but ſhort, 
was very warm; and two of the Engliſb Ships, 
the Nonpareil and the Mary-Roſe continued in— 
gaged long after the two main Bodies had ceas'd, 
and braved the whole Spaniſh Fleet. 

The twenty-ſixth was again a Day of Inaction, 

_ Ammunition begining to be ſhort on both Sides, 
and the Engliſh having reſolv'd, in a Council of 
War, to foilow the Spaniards cloſe at their Heels, 
but not to attempt any Thing till they ſhould 
reach the Streight of Calais, where the Lord 
Henry Seymour and Sir William Winter lay ready 
to receive them, and, at the ſame Time, to re- 
infprce the Fleet. During this Interval, the Eng- 
liſb were ſufficiently ſupplied with whatever they 
wanted from Shoar, and a great Number of Vo- 
lunteers, ſome of the firſt Diſt inction, who had 
hired Ships at their own Expence, join'd the Fleet, 
to be Sharers in the Triumph. 

The Spaniſh Fleet came to Anchor the twenty- 
ſeventh, betore Calais, as did the Engliſh, who 
being joined by the Lord Henry Seymour, and 
Sir William Winter, now conſiſted of 140 ſtout 

S Ships, not far from them. The Spaniards now 

| il began to be ſenſible of their Vanity, and to ima- 

! f gine that their Armada might not be invincible, 

F and therefore prels'd the Duke of Parma to ſend 


| ? . Out 
ö | i C 
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W 
out forty Fly- boats to their Aſſiſtance, acknow- 
ledging, that they were not able, with their un- 
weildy Sea- monſters, to cope with the light and 
active Engliſh Ships; but Count Juſtin Naſſau, 
with the Dutch and Zealand Ships, having block'd 
up the Harbors of Dunkirk and Newport, all Ex- 


pectations of Ai i from thoſe Parts were fruitleſs. 


e twenty-eighth, the Lord-admiral, having 
the Queen's ſpecial Command for that dy 
ſingled out eight of the worſt Ships in the Fleet, 
converted them into Fire-ſhips, well fraught with all 
Manner of combultible Matter, and, having loaded 
all their Cannon with Balls, Chains, and ſuch like 
Inftruments of Deſtruction, ſent them, by the Fa- 
vor of Wind and Tide, about two Hours after 
Midnight, into the Midſt of the Spaniſh Flret. 


The Spaniards no ſooner ſaw the prodigious Blaze 


they made, than their whole Fleet was ſtruck with 


Terror, and nothing was heard, but a general Cry 
of; Cut your Cables, and get up your Anchors ; 
and Neceſſity put them upon a ready Obedience, 
inſomuch that they put to Sea with the greateſt 
Confuſion and Precipitancy that could poſſibly be 
conceived, ſome being ſcatter'd by the Winds, 
others falling foul of one another, and again o- 
thers driving upon Sands and Shoals; and all being 
at the ſame Time, chac'd and batter'd by the 
Engliſh, from every Side, inſomuch that a greater 
Diſtreſs can hardly be imagin'd, than the Spaniards 


were, at this Time, involv'd in. A great Galleaſs, 


by ſome call'd their Admiral Gallcaſs, having 
loſt her Rudder on this Occaſion, was left to the 
Mercy of the Waves, and the next Day flung on 
the Sand of Calais, where ſhe was taken by Sir 
Amias Preſton, and ſome others, with about 100 
Men in Boats, and after her whole Crew, to the 
Number of 400, including Soldiers, were either 
kill'd or drowned, and 300 Galley-ſlaves were 
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ſet at Liberty, the Engliſb took out go, ooo Ducats 


of the King of Spain's Mony, and then left her 
a Wreck. | 
The Spaniſh Admiral, before his Fleet ſeparated, 
had ordered each Ship to return to her Station, as he 
hmſelf did, and fired a Signal for the Reſt to join 
him ; but their Fears had ſo diſperſed them, that 
few hear'd it, and many were ſo intangled among 
the Shoals: on the Coaſts of Flanders, that they 
could not obey it. Such as Could, came to a Ren- 
dezvous, off of Graveling, where the Engliſh hav- 
ing again got the Weather-gage of them, _ 
them not only of the Convenience of Calais Road ; 
but of all Hopes of Succor from Dunkirk ; and, 
in the mean Time, plied them warmly with their 
Cannon from every Side; and here it was they 
gave them their laſt fatal Adieu, till their Gal- 
leons, Galleaſſes, and other Sea-monſters, were 
ſo miſerably ſhatter'd, having their Hulls pierc*d 
thro? and thro', their Oars and Rudders cut away, 
their Tackling rent, and their Maſts ſhort down, 
that ſome were intirely deſerted, as unſerviceable, 
ſome ſunk with their Men in them, others, think- 
ing to find a Shelter on the neighboring Coaſts, 
were ſeiz'd and plunder'd by the Inhabitants, 
while thoſe who had the Power of doing it, thought 
of nothing more than runing away. In particular, 
a great Galleon, that happen'd to be aſtern, was 
io ſorely batter'd, that tho' ſhe-then got off to 
the Fleet, ſhe ſunk afterwards. The chief of the 
Spaniſb Ships, commanded by their Flag-officers, 
had no ſooner diſintangled themſelves, with great 
Difficulty from the Shallows, than they were ex- 
poſed to the Fire of the Engliſh, and ſo miſerably 
torn and ſhatter*d, that a great Galleon of Biſcay, 
with two Saicks ſunk. - Another Galleon coming 
to the Aſſiſtance of a large Ship that had received 
great Damage, was taken by a Dutch W 
: | an 
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and carried into Zealand; and, about the fa 

Time, another Spaniſo Ship was caſt away on the 
Flemiſh Coaſt. The large Ship which had been 
reſcued by the Galleons, being drove almoſt as 
far as Oftend; where her Commander abandon'd 
her, was. ſeiz'd by ſome Fluſſmgers, and a — 
Biſcayan, with two other large Veſſels were ſunk. 


The whole Spaniſh Fleet, in ſhort, was cloſely 


purſued, and in great Diſtreſs the whole Day. 
The laſt Day of July, early in the Morning, 
the Spaniards attempted to retreat thro? the Streights 
of Calais ; but the Wind, blowing hard at North- 
Weſt, forced them towards the Coaſt of Zealand, 
where they would have ran great Hazard of bein 
all loſt, had not the Wind ſhifted. The ſame 
Evening they who were left, and in a Body, re- 
ſolv'd, in a general Council of War, that, as they 
were in great want of Ammunition, their Ships mi- 
ſerably batter' d, and without Anchors ; their Pro- 
viſions almoſt ſpent ; a great number of their Men 
ſlain, ſick or wounded, and no farther Hopes of Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Duke of Parma, they had no other 
Means of eſcaping the Vengeance of the exaſperated 
Engliſh, than to return home North-about. This 
Reſolution was no ſooner taken than begun to be 
put in Execution, and having firſt thrown their 
Mules and Horſes overboard, to ſave Water, 
they made all the Sail they could, and, according 


to their uſual Cuſtom, fled from an Enemy they 


had before pretended to deſpiſe, and-who, in Rea- 
lity, were yet interior to them in Force, tho* much 
ſuperior in Valour, Skill and Conduct. The Lord- 
Admiral, having left a Squadron, under the Com- 
mand of Lord Henry Seymour, to afliff the Dutch, 
in blocking up the Duke of Parma, and ſent a- 
nother under Sir William Winter, into the narrow 
Seas, to guard the Coaſts, purſued, in Perſon, the 
jugitive, terrified Spaniards, and kept them in 

| Chace, 


L 


Chace, as far as the Fritb of Forth, where he ima- 


_ gin'd it was their Deſign to have put in, and had 


taken his Meaſures to deſtroy them there accord- 


ingly : But the Fears of the Spaniards were too 


ſtrong to ſuffer them to look back, or to make the - 
leaſt Stop by the Way; ſo they kept on their 
Courſe round by the Ortnies, the Weſtern Iſlands, 


and Ireland; in which Voyage ſeveral of their 


Ships founder'd at Sea, no leſs than ten being caſt 
away on the Coaſt of Ireland. The Lord-admiral, 
with his Fleet, return'd to England ; being, as it 
was ſaid, oblig'd, for Want of Powder and Shot, 
to give over the Purſuit of the Spaniards, who 
were determin'd, as it afterwards appear'd, if they 
had been attack'd in their Flight, to ſurrender, 
The Loſs of the Spaniards, on this Expediton, 
has been variouſly recorded in Hiſtory 3 but upon 
comparing Circumſtances, and all Things rightly 
conſider'd, it may be reduc'd, in ſhort, to this; 
that they loſt eighty-one Ships, of different Sorts 
and Denominations, and upwards of 13,500 Men; 
and the Loſs of Nobility and Gentry was ſo great, 
that there was hardly a Family of Note in Spain, . 
but was in Mourning upon this Occaſion, Thus, 
with the Loſs of only one ſmall Ship (the Ships 
imployed as Fire-ſhips excepted) and about 100 
Men, that formidable Armada, which had been 
three whole Years fiting out, at an exceſſive 
Charge, and had made the beſt Part of Europe 
tremble, was intirely deteated and brought to De- 
ſtruction. 

The Overthrow of this ſo- named Invincible Ar- 
mada ſo excited the whole Nation to War, that 
happy was he who could put himſclf in Action 
againſt the Spaniards; and the Queen, on her 
Side, judging it both more for her Safety and her 
Honor too, to annoy the Enemy, in his own 


Country, than to fit ſtill, and expect a ſecond 


Attack 
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Attack from them, and beſides, being willing to 
ſhew the Spaniards, that the Englis could perform 
their Part, as well in an Attack as in defending 
themſelves, there could be no Want of Incourage- 
ment to any Propoſal for an Expedition againſt 
that Nation. This Sir Francis Drake, Sir John 


Morris, and ſome others, who very well knew, 


that the Power of Spain was more imaginary 
than real, reſolv'd to take Advantage of, and 
therefore, out of an uncommon Generolity, for 
which they were blamed by ſome, made an Offer. 
to the Queen, to pay the Expence of one themſelves; 
deſiring only that ſhe would keep a few Ships of 
the Royal Navy at Sea. It is generally ſaid, that 
ſhe contributed fix Men of War, and 60,000 Pounds 
towards the Undertaking, This Expedition had 
likewiſe another plauſible Pretence, which was the 
reſtoring an injur'd Prince to his Throne, I mean 
Don Antonio, the dethron'd King of Portugal, who 
was retired to England; and beſide, the States of 
Holland were willing to imbark in the Deſign, and 
ſent ſome Ships to act in Conjunction with the 
Engliſh. | 

The Fleet fired out for this Expedition, conſiſted 
of Tranſports as well as Men of War; but the 
Number of each is ſo variouſly reported by 
Authors, that it is difficult to fix it; it is, how- 
ever, generaly ſuppoſed there were above 100 of 
both, with fourteen or fifteen thouſand Men, Sol- 
diers and Mariners. They failed from Plymouth, 
the Begining of April, 1589, and arrived in a 
few Days at the Groyne, where they landed, and 
having taken the lower Town, made ſeveral Pri- 
ſoners of Note, and burnt a great Quantity of 
Ammunition, which had been laid up there, and 
deſign'd for a new Expedition to Exgland. The 
Spaniards, while this was doing, ſet Fire to a pro- 
digious large Ship, and abandon'd ſeveral other 
a which 
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which lay in the Harbor. The Z#e//h laid Siege 
to the upper Town; but that Attempt prov'd un- 
ſucceſsful, occaſion'd by the Accident of a Tower 
falling into a Breach they had made : However, 
they had ample Satisfaction for it the next Day, 
when 8000 Spaniards, under the Conde de Andrada, 
approaching to relieve the Place, they were intirely 


defeated by the Engliſh, their Camp taken and 


plunder'd, the fugicive Spaniards purſued for above 
three Miles beyond it, to the Number of 3000 
cut in Pieces, and a great Booty of Ammunition, 
Plate and Apparel made. This done, they plun- 
der'd and burnt the adjacent Villages, together 
with the lower Town and the Cloiſter, and then, 
without returning to the Siege, peaceably re-im- 
bark'd their Troops and departed. 

They now proceded to the Coaſt of Portu- 
gal, and were joined in their Paſſage by the 
Earl of Eſex, and other Perſons of Diſtinction, 
with ſome Ships fited out at the EarPs Expence, 
without the Queen's Knowledge, and ſome Veſſels 


laden with Corn, which they had taken from the 


Spaniards, The Caſtle of Penicha was the firſt 
Flace in Portugal that ſurrender'd to their victo- 
rious Arms, which they immediately put Don An- 
tonio in Poſſeſſion of, and were thereupon in- 
couraged to march on for Lisbon. They had ſe- 
veral Advantages over the Spaniards, by the Way, 
and among others, took the Caſtle of Torres 
Vedras; but tho' they had taken the Suburb of 
St. Katherine's, at Lisbon; yet, finding no Diſ- 
ee in the Inhabitants to declare for that 

rince, they abandon'd their Deſign on the City, 
and march'd, without any Interruption from the 
Spaniſh Troops, tho* more numerous than they, 


to the Town of Caſcais, at the Mouth of the 


Tagus, Here they found the Fleet, which, in 
the mean Time, had taken a great Number of 


Spaniſh 
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Spaniſ Ships on the Coaſt, and, in particular, 
fifteen bound for Lisbon, with Men and Provi- 
ſions; The Admiral having made himſelf Maſter 
of the Town, blew up the Caſtle, and ſeiz'd ſixty 
Ships belonging to the Hanſe-Towns, for havin 
turniſh'd the Enemy with Corn and Naval Stores, 
towards a new Expedition againſt England, which 
were afterwards, all but rwo, confiſcated, together 
with their Lading. At their Departure, this Fleet 
was attack'd by above twenty of the Enemy's 
Gallies, which were, however, ſoon oblig'd to 
ply their Oars; and the Engl; having thereupon 
plunder'd Vigo, and ravag'd the adjacent Country, 
the Fleet return'd to England, in Fuly, after hav- 
ing greatly annoy'd the Spaniards, and taken, to- 
gether with 150 Pieces of Cannon, and more Ships 
than they were able to carry home, a conſiderable 
Booty, part of which was diſtributed among the 
Sailors. The Author of Sir Walter Ralegb's Life 
lays, he had a Share in this Enterprize; but that 
he had no where particularly found what Part he 
acted in it. The ſame Author likewiſe ſays he 
received, together with ſeveral others, a Gold 


Chain, from the Queen, as a Reward. 


This ſame Year, the brave and adventurous Earl 
of Cumberland, with the Queen's Leave, tho? at 
his.own Expence, excepting one Ship of the Royal 
Navy, commanded an Expedition againſt the Spa- 
niards, with four Veſſels, and about 400 Men, 
They failed from Plymouth in June, and three 
Days after, made Prize of three French Ships, 
as they did the next Month, on the Coaſt of Spain, 
of thirteen Ships, belonging to the Hanſe- Towns, 
and other Places, out of which, having taken Goods 
to the Value ot 7000 Pounds, belonging to Por- 
tugal, they diſmiſs'd them. They then failed for 
the Azores, and, on the firſt of Auguſt, being 
within Sight of St Michael's, they put out Sparni/p 
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Colours, and, by that Stratagem, the Night fol- 
lowing, carried off four Ships that were at Anchor 
in the Harbor, without being perceived by the 
Town, till it was too late: Theſe Ships were 
chiefly laden with Wine and Oyl; but another they 
took ſix Days afterwards was more richly laden, 
her Cargo conſiſting in Part of Woollen Cloth and 
Silk. After this they took the Town of Fyal, | 
without ſtriking a Blow (the Spaniards flying be- 
fore them wherever they came) and they exacted 
a Ranſom for the Religious Houſes and Churches. 
Here they took ſeveral Prizes, and, among others, 
two from the Indies, one of which, tho' of 250 
Tons, and fourteen Braſs Guns, was taken by 
three Engliſh Boats, notwithſtanding ſhe was moor'd 
to the Caſtle and protected by the great Guns of 
the Place; fo eaſily are the Spaniards ſubdued by 
à Force much inferior to their own! The very | 
ſame Boats afterwards enter'd the Road, under 
the very Noſes of the Spaniards, and brought 
away ſeveral ſmaller Ships, juſt come from Guznea, 
laden with Elephant's Teeth. This done, they 
faiPd to St. Michael's and St. Mary's, where they 
took ſome Prizes laden with Sugar from Brafi, 
and ſent them for England, while the Ear] pur- 
ſu'd his Courſe for Spain, and, by the Way, took 
a Ship of 200 Tons, bound for Newfoundland, 
and another of 400 Tons, valued at 100,000 f 
Pounds, as likewiſe, near the Coaſt of Spain, two 
other Prizes laden with Sugar, and one under the 
Caſtle of St. Mary's, all three together valued at 
upwards of 20,000 J. They had now more Prizes 
than they could well tell what to do with; therefore 
made the beſt of their Way for England, and 
arrived at Falmouth, about Chriſtmas ;, after the 
Misfortune of loſing their rich Indian Prize, which 
was caſt away at Mount's-Bay, and ſuffering much 
or Want of Proviſions, = 
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The next Year, 1590, the Queen, being ſen- 
ſible of how much Service it would be to the Na- 
tion, to keep a Fleet upon the Spaniſh Coaſts, as 
well to prevent any farther Attempts from that 
Quarter, as to intercept their Trade from the 
Indies, ſent out two SquadſGus of five Men of 
War each, under the Command of Sir Jobn Haw- 
kins and Sir Martin Forbiſber, for that Purpoſe, 
The King of Spain hereupon diſpatch'd, indeed, a 
Fleet of twenty Sail to oppoſe them, and to ſe- 
cure their homeward bound India Fleet and Car- 
racks; but, after they were at Sea, being better 
adviſed than to hazard twenty of his beſt Ships, 
againſt ſo unequal a Force as ten of ours, recaſl'd 
them, and order'd the India Fleet to Winter there; 
which indeed fruſtrated the Hopes of our Fleet, 
but proved of great Loſs to their Merchants, and 
occaſioned ſo many Bankrupcies, that what with 
the Stagnation of Trade on this Account, and the 
Damage their Ships ſuffer'd by wintering in the 
Indies, they could not recover themſelves in ſome 
Years. 

We find two other memorable Tranſactions 
which happen'd this Year, to the Honor of the 
Engliſh Nation, and the Diſadvantage of the Spa- 
niards ; one, the fifth Attempt for the eſtabliſh- 
ing a Colony in Virginia, in which ſeveral Spaniſh 
Ships were taken and deſtroyed, and the other, 
a Sea-fight between ten Engliſh Merchant Ships, 
and twelve Spaniſh Gallies, of which I ſhall give 
a more particular Account, Theſe ten Ships were 
returning homewards, from ſeveral Parts of the 
Levant, but were now join'd in one Body for their 
common Safety. Near the Mouth of the Streights, 
on the Barbary Coaſt, they diſcover'd twelve large 
Spaniſh Gallics, which, as they lay in wait for 
them, they concluded were well furniſh'd with 
Men, Ammunition, and all Neceſſaries for that 
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Purpoſe. This did not however diſmay the ZEngli/h, 
who as they had the Night before them, ſpent it 
in making all poſſible Preparations for a reſolute 
Defence, The next Morning, which was the twen- 
ty-fourth of April, when the Spaniards bore down 
upon them, they peſteived them to be the Squa- 
dron of Gallies, commanded by Don Andrew Doria, 
the King's Vice-roy in thoſe Parts, an inveterate 
Enemy of the Engliſ; and they found that they 
were man'd with 2 or 300 Men each. The Gallies 
begun the Fight with great Fury; but met with fo 
warm a Salute, from one of the largeſt of the 
Engliſh Ships, as clear'd a whole Broad- ſide of 
the Men of one of them, and bor*d her thro' and 
thro', which was ſeconded by a general Salvo from 
the whole Fleet: And now the Battle began with 
great Warmth on both Sides, and continued ſo for 
ſix Hours; in which Time the Spaniſh Gallies 
were ſo diſabled, that they ſoon after took to their 
Oars, with the greateſt Confuſion and Precipita- 
tion imaginable, and plied toward. the neareſt 
Harbor for Shelter, with all the Haſte their bat- 
ter'd Condition would admit of, leaving the 
Engliſh the Honor of a compleat Victory, and 
Maſters of the open Sea, to go whither they 
would; and that without the Loſs of a ſingle 
Man, on their Side, and very little Damage to 
their Ships. It appear'd afterwards, that two of 
theſe formidable Gallies were ſo ſhatter'd, that it 
was not without great Difficulty, that they kept 
them above Water; and that they had ſo many Men 
kill'd as prevented any more Gallies being ſent out 
that Lear. | N 
Te firſt memorable Expedition, of which I 

ſhall take Notice, in the Ycar 1591, was that of 
the Lord Thomas Howard to the Azores, in Order 
to intercept the Spaniſh Plate Fleet, which, as I 
obſerv'd above, winter'd in the HYe8- Indies, and 
of | was 


Le 

was now of Neceſſity, to return home: And tho? 
it faiPd of the Succeſs they hoped for, and they 
loft in it a fine Ship (the firſt, according to Sir 
William Monſon, the Spaniards took from the 
Eng iſo) and one of the braveſt Commanders the 
Qucen had, yet ended to the Glory of the Engliſh 
Nation, and Shame of the Spaniards. For the Pur- 
poſe abovementioned his Lordſhip faiPd, with fix 
or ſeven of the Queen's Ships, ſome Tenders and 
a few Pinnaces, early in the Spring, to Flores, one 
of the Azores Iſlands, where he lay fix Months in 
impatient Expectation of the Booty they look*d out 
for, the King of Spain having given Orders for this 
Fleet to come home as late as poſſible, imagining, 
that the Engliþ would be tir'd out by fruitleſs 
waiting; however, for the better Security of his 
Treaſure, he fired out a Fleet of fifty-three Sail, 
to convoy it home, thinking ſuch a Number might 
happily be a Match for ſix or ſeven Engliſh. This 
Fleet came upon the Engliſh ſo unexpectedly, thar 
the Lord Howard had ſcarce Time to get his Ships 
out to Sea, with half his Men ſick and unſervice- 
able; he receiving Advice of it the laſt of Auguſt, 
and the Fleet appearing in Sight ſoon after the 
Meſſage was deliver'd : But the Ship call'd the 
Revenge, in which was the Vice-admiral, Sir 
Richard Greenvil, ſtaying for ſome of his Men 
who were ſtraggling on Shoar, was ſo pent u 

between the Iſland and the Spanih Fleet, that he 
had only the Alternative, either to ſurrender to the 
Spaniards, or fight his Way thro? their whole Fleet. 
He bravely reſolv'd upon the latter, tho? he had 
ninety ſick Men on board, and maintain'd, for 
fifteen Hours togerher, the moſt gallant Fight 
that perhaps was every recorded in Hiſtory : Du- 
ring wh.ca the Spaniards boarded him ſeveral Times, 
and were as often repulſed. Ile had, at one and 


the ſame Time, to deal with five of the largeſt 
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Ships in the Spaniſi Fleet, one of which was of 
1500 Tons, and ſeventy - eight Guns, and all 
five filled with Soldiers; and he never had leſs 
than two large Galleons by his Side, who were 
relieved from Time to Time; fo that he actua- 
ally ingaged in cloſe Fight, with fifteen of the 
beſt Ships of the whole Spaniſh Fleet, funk ſome 
of them, and oblig'd them all to leave her; and 
ſne had perhaps to do with every Ship in the 
Fleet at a Diſtance. Sir Richard, tho' wounded 
at the Begining of the cloſe Fight, which was 
about three in the Afternoon, continued com- 
manding, upon the upper Deck, till near twelve 
at Night, when being wounded oy a Muſket-ſhort, 
in the Body, he was carried into the Cabbin to be 
drefs'd, where the Surgeon was kill'd by his Side, 
and he himſelf receiv'd another Wound, by a 
Shot, in the Head. In this Condition, himſelf 
deſparately, and, as it afterwards appear'd, mor- 
tally wounded, his braveſt Men kilPd, his Deck 
cover'd with dead and wounded, his Ship (or ra— 
ther Wreck) having ſix Foot Water in the Hold, 
all his Maſts carried by the Board, his Tackling 
and upper Work all ruin'd, and all his Powder 
ſpent to the laſt Barrel, Sir Richard order'd his 
Ship to be ſunk, with all who were in her. This, 
indeed, his Officers who were left, did not ſuffer; 
but however would not ſurrender, till they were 
admited to a Capitulation for their Lives and Li- 
berties, which Capitulation, nevertheleſs, the Spa- 
niards per fid iouſly broke. It has been computed, 
that the Ship, before ſhe ſurrender'd, had received 
800 Cannon-ſhor, and withſtood the Fire of near 
10,000 Soldiers and Seamen, with only 100 Men 
fit to bear Arms, of which near ſixty ſurvived 
this glorious Action, tho' hardly a Man but had 
one or more Wounds, to bear Teſtimony of 
their Valor, On-the other Hand, the Spaniards 
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acknowledg'd the Loſs of 1000 Men, and ſeve- 
ral Officers of Diſtinction. Sir Richard died two 
Days after, on board the Spaniſh Admiral, and 
his Ship founder'd ſoon after that at Sea, with 200 
Spaniards on board her. The Lord Howard, with 
the other five Ships, did what they could to re- 
lieve their brave Companion; but it was impoſſible 


for them to break thro? the Cluſter of Ships with 


which he was ſurrounded : They continued, how- 
ever, the Ingagement, ' notwithſtanding the vaſt 
Superiority, as long as they had the Advantage 
of the Wind, and did all that Men of Valor and 
Conduct could do; and the Admiral would even 
have continued it longer, had not the other Ofi. 
cers diſſuaded him from it, as it would have been 
but ſacrificing their own Lives, and her Majeſty's 
Ships, to no Purpoſe. 

It is remarkable, that the India Fleet, for which 
the Engliſh had fo long waited, fell in with the 
Spaniſh Armada the very Day after this Action, 
and ſo but juſt eſcapꝰd their Clutches : But the Sea 
was not ſo favorable to the Spaniards, for when the 
Revenge, as mention'd above, was loſt off of St. 
Michael's, tourteen Spaniſh Veſſels were ſacrificed 
to her Manes and periſh'd with her, and fifteen or 
ſixteen of their Men of War were loſt in the ſame 
Scorm on the other Iflands, beſide above forty of 
the India Fleet before, in the Bay of Mexico, and 
about the Bermudas, in all which they loſt above 
10,000 Men, 

The Lord Howard, having nothing farther to 
do in theſe Seas, made the belt of his Way home- 
wards, and, in his Paſſage, had ſufficient Retri- 
bution for the Loſs of the Revenge, by the taking 
of ſeveral rich Spaniſh Ships; and he had, before 
this Accident, at ſeveral Times, taken at leaſt 
twenty Ships coming from St. Dominico, India, 
Braſil, and other Parts, All theſe were ſent to 


England, 
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England, and among them were two, coming from 
the Continent, in which was a conſiderable Trea- 
ſure of Gold and Silver. To conclude, tho? they 
miſs'd of the main Prize, this was far from being 
a loſing Expedition to us, tho? it was greatly ſo 
to the Spaniards, and we muſt likewiſe reckon to 
the Advantage of it, that ſome Ships fited out 
at London, deſign'd as a Supply for the Lord 
Howard's Squadron, being diſpers'd at Sea, took | 
three rich Prizes, two of which they pillaged, and 
brought home the third with them. 

I muſt not conclude the Tranſactions of this Year, 
without juſt mentioning the gallant Action of Robert 
Bradſhaw, of Limehouſe, Commander of a Turkey 
Ship, call'd the Centurion, who, in his Paſſage from 
Marſeilles, near the Streight's Mouth, with only forty- 
eight Men and Boys, engaged with five Spaniſh Gal- 
lies, man'd with near 1000 Men, and having bravely | 
defended himſelf, in a cloſe Fight, for five Hours, 
oblig'd the Spaniards to ungrapple, and ſheer off, 
with the Lols of a great Number of Men, either 
kilb'd or drowned, tho? he, on his Side, loſt only 
four Men, and had ten wounded. He was viſited 
again the next Day by ſix other Gallies ; but 
they had not the Courage to attack him. 

In 1592, the Earl of Cumberland fited out a 
ſmall Squadron, of five Ships only, hired of the 
Merchants, with a View of way-laying the out- 
ward-bound Carracks; and he deſigned to have 
commanded in Perſon ; but being detain'd three 
Months by contrary Winds, he alter*d his Reſo- 

TIF lucion : He then gave the chief Command to 
a Captain Norion, and order'd him to proceed for 
1 the Azores. In their Paſſage, off of Caſcais, 
Br they took a conſiderable Portugueſe Prize, which 

'M they ſent home with one of their Veſſels. The 
| Reſt continued their Voyage, and after having 

1 118 refreſhed at the Azores, puting to Sea again, they 
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got Sight of a rich Portugueſe Carrack, call'd the 


Fanta Crux, which they purſued to the Road of 
Lagowna, on the South End of Flores, but not being 
able to come up with her that Night, by Reaſon of 
a Storm, the Portugueſe carried on Shoar what they 


could, and then fet fire to the Ship. The Englifb 


landed the next Day, and took not only a good Part 
of the Booty, but the Town itſelf, They had Ad- 
vice of another rich Carrack, call'd the Madre ge 
Dios, which likewiſe fell into their Hands, after 
ſome Weeks Expectation, tho? not *till ſhe had 
made a ſtout Defence, for more than an Hour, 
againſt them, and ſome other Ships which had, in 
the mean Time, joined them. This Carrack was 
valued at an immenſe Sum, my Author ſays ſome 
Millions, but does not fay of what Coin; this, 
however, is certain, that after ſhe was brought to 
England, her Cargo was appraiſed at 150,000 
Pounds ; and no Doubt, before that, a good Part 
of the Gold, Silver and Jewels ſhe had, in great 
Store, on board her, was imbezzled ; for, by the 
Accounts the Adventurers had received, before her 
Arrival, ſhe was ſuppoſed to be worth 500,000 
Pounds, There was no ſmall Contention about 
dividing this Spoil ; which, however, is foreign to 
my preſent Purpoſe. | 

The ſame Year one Chriſtopher Newport made 
a proſperous Voyage to the Meſt. Indies, having, 
with three Ships and a Pinnace, ſack'd and plun- 
der'd four Towns, and taken or burnt ſeventeen 
Frigats and two Ships. They were likewiſe aſ- 
fiſting at the taking of the large Carrack men- 
tioned above. 

We find likewiſe, this Year, that Sir Walter 
Ralegh began an Expedition with fifteen Ships, 
deſign'd either to ſeize on Panama, with the 
Spaniſh Treaſury of Gold there, or to intercept 
the Flota, when it was on board : But the 0 457 
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thinking fit to recall him, after he was at Sea, this 
Fleet was divided, and put Part under the Com- 
mand of Sir Martin Forbiſher, with Orders to 
cruiſe on the Coaſt of Spain, and the Remainder, 
under that of Sir Fobn Burroughs, with Directions 
to lie in Wait for the Zaſt-India Carracks, at the 
Azores. Before they ſeparated, they took a great 
Biſcayan Ship, of 600 Tons, upon the Spaniſh 
Coaſt z and Burroughs afterwards took a Spaniſh 
Fly-boat on the Coaſt of Portugal. He then 
purſued his Voyage, and, by the Way, took ſe- 
veral Caravels. At Flores he met and joined with 
the Earl of Cumberland; and was a Partaker with 
him of the Glory and Advantage of having forc'd 
one rich Carrack on Shoar, and taking another, 
call'd' the Madre de Dios, of which I have given 
an Account above. ; 3 
In the Tear 1593, the Earl of Cumberland |, 
again fited out a Squadron of ſix Ships, for an 
Expedition againſt the Spaniards, at the Begining 
of which he commanded in Perſon, and was not 
long at Sea before he took two French Ships of 
the League, ſo richly laden, that they bore the 
Expence of the whole Voyage thrice over. Soon 
alter this, he being ſeparated from the Reſt of his 
Squadron, alone maſter'd twelve large Northern 
Hulks, after a Fight of two Hours, and took out 
Hof them great Quantities of Powder and Ammuni- 
tion, deſigned for the King of Spain's Service. 
A dangerous Fit of Sickneſs ſeizing him quickly 
afterwards, he was oblig'd to return home, and 
only three of his Ships proſecuted the intended 
Voyage to the Weſt- Indies, with the Reſolution of 
ſeizing the Pearl-fiſheries of Margarita. In this 
they ſucceeded, and made a conſiderable Booty 
of this precious Commodity; after which, finding 
the Spaniards every where alarm'd, and on their 
Guard, in theſe Farts, failed for St. Domingo, and 
ay BN | gs not 


91 
not far from that Place ſurpris'd ſome large Spaniſb 
Farm-houſes, with a Sugar- work, which they ſet 
at a conſiderable Ranſom. One of theſe Ships, 
laden with Booty, departed hereupon for England, 
and the two other, ſteering their Courſe for the 
Bay of Honduras, met with ſeven Ships in the 
Road of Puerto de Cavallos, the leaſt of which 
was of 180 Tons, and the largeſt of 250. Not- 
withſtanding this Inequality of Number as well as 
Force, the largeſt of the two Exgliſh being but of 
120 Tons, they reſolved to attack them, and after 
a Fight of twenty-four Hours, oblig'd the Spani- 
ards to abandon them all. They brought the 
largeſt of them off, laden with the | beſt of the 
Spoil of the Remainder, . which having ſet Fire 
to, they made the beſt of their Way for England. 
The next Year, ' 1594, the Earl of Cumberland 
fited out three Ships, two of which were of 250 
Tons, together with a Caravel and a Pinnace, on 
an Expedition for the Weſt-Indies. They ſer Sail 
from Plymouth, the ſixth of April, about five 
Weeks before the remaining Ships of his laſt 
Year's Expedition, return'd to the ſame Place. The 
moſt remarkable Tranſactions of this Voyage, 
were their Ingagements with two of the beſt and 
richeſt Carracks the King of Spain had, one of 
2000 and the other of 1500 Tons. The firſt was 
reckon'd to be even of greater Value than the 
Madre de Dios, and would alone have been a ſuf- 
fieient Reward for their Labour and Expences 3 
but they were not ſo ſucceſsful, The Spaniards 
indeed. loſt their Treaſure ; but it was not the 
Fortune of the Zngliſþ to get it: For, after a 
deſperate Fight, the Spaniards, when reduc'd to 
the utmoſt Extremity, ſet Fire to their Ship 
(which afterwards blew up) and threw themſelves 


over Board; ſo that of 1100 Men, only two 


eſcap'd being either kill'd or drowned, the late 
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Governor of Mozambique: and Sofala, and a Cap- 
tain of a Carrack, who being taken up by the 
Engliſh were carried to England, and afterwards 
ranſomed. In this Action, the Vice-admiral of 
the Engliſh: was killd, and the Admiral ſo deſ- 
perately wounded, that he died of his Wounds 
aſter his Return. About a Fortnight after, they 
diſcover'd the other Carrack, with which they 
maintain'd a cloſe Fight, for two Hours together: 
But, when Victory declared for them, and the 
Carrack was terribly ſhatter*d, the Engliſb Officers 
being, for the moſt Part, kill'd, the Men gave 
over the Fight, and made the beſt of their Way 
home; ſo that this Voyage was of little Advan- 
tage to the Adventurers, tho* the Spaniards ſuffer'd 

greatly by it. 5 1 g 
The fame Year, Captain 7obn Lancaſter, with 
three Ships and a Pinnace in Timber, fited out 
by ſome Merchants of London, to take Revenge 
of the Spaniards, for having ſeiz'd ſome Effects 
belonging to them, fail'd, in the Month of No- 
vember, from Dartmouth, with 275 Men and Boys, 
and they were ſo ſucceſsſul, that, before they came 
to Cape Blanco, they had taken thirty-nine Spaniſb 
and Portugueſe Prizes ; four of which they only 
kept, and plunder'd the Reſt: At the Ifland of 
Mayo, they fram'd their Pinnace, and while they 
were there, aſſociated themſelves with one Venner, 
an Engliſhman, who had under his Command two 
Ships and a Pinnace, with a ' Biſcayan Veſſel they 
had taken. They now agreed upon an. Attempt 
on the Town of Fernambuc, on the Coaſt of Braſil, 
where they were inform*d, the Lading which had 
been ſaved out of an Eaft- Indian Carrack, loſt 
near that Place, had been laid up. They arrived 
there the twenty-ninth of March, 1595, and the 
next Day took the Fort, tho* defended by 600 
Men, and ſeven Pieces of Cannon, with __ 
oats 
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Boats only; and the Ships, upon a Signal given, 
coming in, they ſoon made themſelves Maſter of 
the lower Town, where they knew the Store-houſes 
were. They kept Poſſeſſion of it a whole Month, 
and during that Time, loaded, not only their own 
Ships, but three large Dutch Ships, carrying to- 
ether 1100 Tons, which they took on Freight 
Nr England, as alſo four, French Ships, together 
fifteen Sail, with Braff} Wood, Sugar, Calicoes, 
Pepper, Cinamon, Cloves, Mace, Nutmegs, and 
other rich Merchandiſes; notwithſtanding they 
were all the Time harraſs'd by the aue . and 
Indians, who attack*d them eleven Times in Form, 
and twice attempted to deſtroy them by Fire-ſhips, 
combuſtible Floats, and the like; and all this with 
a very inconſiderable Loſs of Men, and without 
any of Ships; for tho? they were ſeparated at Sea, 
Captain Lancaſter, at his Arrival in the Downs, 
had the Satisfaction to find, that they were all ſafe 
arrived, the French, at Diep, Captain Venner, 
with his Ships, at Plymouth, and what belong'd 

to him and his Owners, at Londen. | 
In the Year 1595, upon a general Report, 
throughout all Europe, that the Spaniards had a- 
gain a Deſign to invade England, the Queen or- 
der'd two Squadrons to be fired out, one to cruiſe 
in the Britiſh Seas, and the other, under the Com- 
mand of Sir Francis Drake and Sir Jobn Hawkins, 
as joint Admirals, with a Body of Land-forces on 
board, commanded by Sir Thomas Baskerville, for 
America ; but I ſhall only give a brief Account of 
the Adventures of the latter, They departed from 
Plymouth, in the Month of Auguſt, and repaired 
firſt to Grand Canary, on which they made an 
Attempt, tho” it did not ſucceed to their Wiſhes ; 
whereupon they repaired to Dominica, The Day 
after their Arrival there, five Spaniſh Ships pick'd 
up an Enęliſb Pinnace, that had ſtraggled _ the 
leet 
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Fleet, and, by puting the Men to the Torture, 
got out the Secret of their Deſign on Puerto Rico, 
which with their too long Stay at Dominica and 
Guadelupe, render'd it of none Effect, the Spaniards 
baving had Time, before their Arrival there, to 
bury their Treaſure, and particularly the Value of 
three Millions of Ducats 1n Silver, and put them- 
ſelves in a Poſture of Defence; for the Grief of 
which Diſappointment, that great Man, Sir John 
Hawkins, loſt his Life. But tho' they were diſap- 
pointed of the hop'd for Treaſure, they were re- 
ſolv'd to give the Spaniards a Proof of their ſupe- 
rior Valor; for they having placed five Ships 
within the Haven, of from 200 to 400 Tons Bur- 
den, with twenty Braſs Cannon in each, and filled 
with Muſketeers ; and beſide, ſunk a Ship at the 
Entrance, with Booms from each End of it, to 
the very Forts that guarded the Avenues, thereby 
to prevent their coming in, Sir Thomas Baskerville, 
with twenty-five Boats and Pinnaces, well man'd, 
got into the Road, within the Caſtles, where, 
notwithſtanding the Spaniards fired near 200 Can- 
non-ſhot upon them, and plied them inceſſantly 
with their ſmall Arms, they ſer Fire to the five 
Ships, burnt the Rear-admiral down to the Water, . 
and very much damag'd the Admiral and Vice- 
admiral, in which Action a great Number of 
Spamards, were either burnt, kilPd or drowned. 
Having thus made them ſenſible what they could 
have done, if any Booty had been to be got by it, 
they re-embark*d, and ſail'd over to the Continent, 
where they burnt La Hacha; notwithſtanding a 
Ranſom of 34,000 Ducats was offer'd for it. 
They afterwards ſet Fire to La Rancheria, where 
they took a great Number of Negroes and o- 
ther Priſoners, with good Store of Pear] and 
other rich Booty, and likewiſe a Brigantine, with 
lome Silver and Pearls. After this, they — 
ever 
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of che little City of St. Foſeph's, and likewiſe, in 
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ſeveral Villages in the Neighbourhood ;, and took 
the Town of St. Martha, which they likewiſe 
burnt, as they did alſo Nombre de dios, with all 
the Shiping there, conſiſting of Frigats, Barks 
and Galliots. They found no Mony in the Town, 
but in a Watch-houſe, near the Town, on the 
Top of a Hill, they found twenty Sows of Silver, 
two Bars of Gold, ſome Pearls, coined Mony, 
and other Pillage. All this being done, they 
form'd the Deſign of going by Land toward Pa- 
nama, and had march*d almoſt half the Way ro 
the South-ſea; but they found the Paſſes and De- 
filees ſo fortified, that it was impracticable. Sir 
Francis Drake then reſolved to make towards the 
Iſland of Eſcudo, and from thence to Puerto Bello; 


but that Deſign was prevented, by his being ſeiz d 


with a bloody Flux, which, in a few Days, carried 
off this great Commander; and it is remarkable, 
that he found his Grave (in the Sea) near the Place 


where he had obtain'd ſo large a Share of Glory 


and Renown. Both Admirals being now dead, 
Sir Thomas Baskerville, and the other Officers, 
concluded to return to England. By the Way, 
they fell in with the Spaniſh Fleet, which had been 
waiting for them ſome Time, off of Cuba, but 
after an obſtinate Fight with them, of two Hours, 
in which ſeveral of the Enemy's beſt Ships received 
great Damage, and the bigeſt of them was burnt, 
they were forc'd to ſheer off. Thus, tho' they 
had the Fortune to ſave their Treaſure, they were 
oblig'd every where to acknowledge the Engliſh 
their Maſters. 

The Begining of the Year 1595, Sir Walter 
Ralegh ſet out on his Voyage for the Diſcovery of 
the Gold Mines of Guiana; but as this Voyage 
was attended with little Action, except the burning 
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+ wc lat — 


72 ] 

his Return, of Cumana, and ſome Cottages at 
St. Marys, and Rioldbua Hachs, I paſs it by. 

The laſt Krwmof this Year; which Þ ſhall 
take Nefic®of,"is'ithat of Preton, domem Jones 
and Privy; "with" four Ships and ad Pinnate, in 
which, tho“ the "Advantages that uceruud to the 
Undertakers, were not — — "they 
hoped, ' — pon to le Sr ahi ere very 
gfear. flag dtheMakdy ef Ph Sarto, 
and Gabe 10 baraing tlie Pinie Tewes of 
both, from che latter t {ONS aniards 
and Hidians,” with a (dM QW Itty ad Prhsls. 
Cumana they ſuffer'd this fab] tand ad Hnfom, 
but r6ok three Caravels wii their n en 
They Iikewiſe bürnt 8 18 
with the Fort, and ſever Mages 
hobd, and 1 1.5 oy oy 0. nde * 
the Town 6 17 0 Ait kr db" Ap 8 on 
nary 0 ch File os 0 8 9 Frogs 


the Spanid had tom 
ch made the beſb bf Metra 
1 ore” tow to thi. 8 
Eisl 1 +6 the 
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h etre HRO We 
0 Sat”; Pt 1 9 
the pe urhs Na amber of 
Ships and Men ü mn EE$RImon ; tho' 


they Arc general y 4 0 Have ter Between 
100 and 150 of the mer," 4 every Sort, man'd 
With about. I $2000. Nen, g. Velden and half 
Scamen, T6 Fleet pitt the firſt Day of 


June, from Plymouth, with u proſperous Gale, 
and the tenth took three Hamburg Fly - boats, 
which having left Cadiz, but a Fortnight before, 

gave 


720 


gave them the favorable Account, that they had 
no Suſpicion there, of this Deſign of the Engliſb; 
and the Diſcovery of it, by a Fleniſb Fly-boar, 
which was officiouſly making the beſt of her Way 
to Lisbon, for that Purpoſe, was prevented by its 
being luckily taken. The eighteenth, they had 
the Satisfaction to hear by an Iriſb Ship, juſt re- 
turning from that Port, that the Spaniards were 
in the moſt tranquil Security, the Town almoſt 


in a defenſeleſs State, and the Port full of Men of 


War, Gallies, Galleons, and Merchant-Ships, 
richly laden for the Indies; but in no Condition 
for a Defenſe. The Hopes of this rich Booty, 
added a Spur to their Inclinations to annoy the 
Spaniards, and, in two Days after, they reach'd 
the Place. Aſter ſome Debate, on the Manner 
of making the Attack, they reſolv'd to ſurpriſe 
the Ships, and make themſclyes Maſters of the 
Harbour, before they - attempted to land. Ac- 
cordingly the Ships appointed for this Service, by 
Break of Day, the next Morhing, diſdaining the 
Fire from the Fort St. Philp and the Gallies, paſe'd 


them by with Reſolution, and bore up di- 
rectly do uy ani Ships. Sir Walter Ralegb 
attack'd the and Sir Francis Vere, ſupported 
by the Earl of Zfex, the Gallics, and they were 


ſo ſucceſsful, that, after a ſharp Ingagement, which 
laſted till Noon, the Spaniards, at Length, per- 
ceiving, that their Veſſels were miſerably batter'd 
and diſabled, and ſuch a Number of their Men 


kill'd, that they could no longer maintain them, 


ſet moſt of them on Fire, or ſunk them, and in- 
deavor'd to make towards the Land, with ſuch 
Precipitation, that moſt of them were drowned, 
or taken Priſoners, The Spaniſb Admiral, of 1500 
Tons, was blown up; but two great Galleons, of 
1200 Tons each, and the Remainder, which the 
Spaniards themiclves had 2 burnt or ſunk, were 

run 
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tun on Shoar. In the mean Time, the Dutch took 
the Puntals, and ſoon after 800 Soldiers were 
landed: to attempt the City, and Succeſs attended 
them in {6 'fingular a Manner, that before the 
Spaniayus ebuld take any Meaſures for the Defenſe 
of the Place, the Engliſs forcd one of their Gates, 
and,; in leſs than half an Hour afterwards,” made 
themſelves Maſters of the Marker-place, with 
little Reſiſtance. The 'Town-houſe and: Caſtle, 
into which the Gariſon, and the principal In- 
habitants; had, in their Confuſion, retired, ſur- 
fender'd, the next Day, and gave Hoſtages 
for the Payment of 600, ooo Ducats, to fave 
their Lives. While this was doing, Sir Walter 
Raleph was detach'd to Pxerto Redle to. deſtroy a 
Fleet of Merchant Ships, that had retired: there 
for Security; and this they effected; the' the 
Spaniurds ofter'd two Millions of Ducats for their 
Ranſom. Le Loſs to the Spatiards,. by this 
glorious and truly noble Expedition, was; in Mony, 
Ships, Stores and PFrovifiohs, above twenty Mil- 
Hons of Ducats; and the Engliſh, after having 
plunder d che Iſland; de ld the Forts, bat- 
ter d and deſtroyed the Walls and Towers, and 
laid the beſt Part of the City itſelf in- Aſhes, re- 
imbarked their Troops, and ſer Sail, the fifth of 
July, for Furs, d hich' they likewife iplunder'd ; 
and: then made the beſt of their Way for | England. 
The Bugliſb likewiſe made two Expeditions this 
Year to the Weſt. Indies, one under the Command 
of Sir Anthony Sberley, and the other, under Cap- 
tain William Parker; of Plymouth, in which 1 find 
nothing ſo conſiderable as to be worthy our Re- 
mark, excepting the taking of Jamaica by the 
former, and Campeachy by the latter. 

The next Year, 1597,” furniſhes us but with 
one Expedition, which was at the Expence of the 


vices 
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vices that the King of Spain, notwithſtanding the 
many Defeats he Fad met with from the Engliſh, 
was making Preparations for a Deſcent in Ireland, 
had Recoyrle to her uſual Policy, of finding him 
Occupation at home: For this Purpoſe, ſhe 
cauſed a Fleet of forty Men of War, and ſeventy 
Tenders, to be fited out, and raiſed a Body of 
6009 Land- forces; (3000 of which were however 
diſcharged, before the Fleet ſail'd) and to theſe 
the Dutch added ten Men of War, commanded 
by their own Admiral. The Eugliſß Fleet was 
commanded, by the Earl of Hex in chief, the 
Lord Thomas — and Sir Walter Ralegb; and 
the Land- forces, by the Lord Monijoy, under the 
Earl of Eſer; who. were accompanied by a grrat 
Number of Volunteers of Diſtinction. This Fleet 
ſet Sail, the ſeventeenth of Auguſt, towards the 
Groyne and Ferrol ; but the Spaniards having had 
early Notice of this Armament, they found them 
in ſuch a State of Defence, that it was impoſlible 
to attack the Ships in thoſe Harbors the Fleet 
therefore ſailed the Azores, to lie in wait for 
the India Fleet. Their firſt Action was the plun- 
der ing the A ſland of Fayal, and burning the Town 
of that Name, which was performed by Sir Waller 
Raleghb; and ſoon after the Illand of Graciaſa 
likewiſe ſubmited. From thence the. Fleet ſailed 
for. St. Michael's, but unhappily for them, they 
had hardly: been departed two Hours, before the 
India. Fleet arrived, and being informed that the 
Englih were in thoſe Seas, retreated, with all poſ- 
ſible Expedition, into the ſtrong Port of Angra, 
in the Iſland of Jercera, where they were ſecure 
from an Attack, and thereby all eſcap'd, except- 
ing three Straglers that were pick'd up by the 
Engliſh, and they afterwards took three other 
Ships, one of which was of 400 Fons, and richly 
laden, The taking of Tercera being impracti- 
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bk. the: Earl of Ev. rurpris d Villa Franca, 
and ek vi! wich a conſiderable Booty; and Sir 
Sue an bp in the mean Tine aopk a Braſil 
— — Carrack, coming from the 
7 n Shodr, whrre che Spankrds them- 
A wag Ide. Plest — 3 30 England, 
wth Months 6f Ohuberp nov — — a Ship, 
ene Expedition; but chi , who, in 
whe'meanTime, that sinde ditõ make a De- 
ſeenti upon the Coaſtl of Grrwall, were not fo 
-fotthnare!s for ates whole BRetiwas Giſpers'd in a 
Alorm, : ſeverab of hein Ships wert loft; and one 
«was forced ro Darmmenth by Streſs of Weather. 
515 Imche Feurige, N was thei faſt Expedition of 
Atto Eat] of Clans to the Veſt- Indies. He 
18d Sa from Plymouthp!the(nirh of Marth, wich 
-ewenty. Ships 3 und had not. butt long at. Sea, be- 
uc he to z. Ship beloping to Hanthurg, and 
Ta Nyhcb Veſt! and before fle: Heparted . from the 
11©al: of Cp, 1! wor Nuniſd Veſſels laden with 
)!@ern.jFlavivg made the > age the 
— — rivagidiit2 Her cheh ſail'd 
dc Ameritu at frook ithe Manch as St. Juan de 
* uerror Rico} widr the PownofrthivName, tho' 
landed bor! rod0'Mety, arid the, Shi, had 
Tg600nMew in the” Gaiſonbe During their Stay 
ctllete they! wok feveral ne n Phi wand, on 
bothetafurteenth of Mau ſet Gall fm thence, 
"often having)been'4orty Days ton thenlflapd, and 
made derable! wh \GobigoPeat], and 
other Commodities9 and then return ql. for England. 
Tunis Ekpedition was. ofeſinular: Strvice to the 
$ grin wer undo ſhove. the) Prize raikedy and of 
ent) Damage ta ther1Shaufords becauſe thereby 
e \Earravks avere pteventru f from making their 
1 to tis · Nidics, ufer this Vear; and the, 
Spaniſd Plate· Flect· as aiider' from returning 
Fom eo * wel 
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T bis Year died. Philip Nn King of Spnin, Queen 
Elizabeth's nudwedciandbimontal Hnemy, >who was 
continual RE eee 

U- 
ſion. After qRis Death %a Tucstyif Ute, be- 
tween Exxlaud and Splitn, ls ſet ban Fot, bur 
came to võthing : no moretbaſ did anathe Treaty, 
for which, oners met 1014/600,/ at Beugne, 
in Picardy, but ſeparated, without coming 
to any Concluſion 3 for it ſoems the Spaniardsrwere 


as full of their Shiſts and Evaſiotg, : in thoſe Mays, 


as they buve been in mort modern Pimes, . Heſ- 
tilities ere / hereuponi renewed in. the Beat 1601, 


the Engl reheving the Low Countriss, and the 
Spaniartis, on theit Side, aſſiſting) the Rebels in 


reland. Towards Winter, the latter ſent a Fleet 
of foity>ceighs! Ships, bi 4000 Soldets, to in- 


vade Velen and theyolanded cheſe- Troops before - 


there h the Jeaſt Suſpit ion of their Delign in 
Englavdj but no Woner was it known than Sir 


Fibo Leviſon was ſent, Witch what Ships: cdu 


in Haſte be got ready, to incounter thema und 
he was ſo kicSicfut, that he deſtroyed: aka. whole 
Fleet in the Harbor where they lays ſo int irely, that 


ſcveral Officers, who ſap. by: Land 156 another - 


Harbot, were (Hladrteiiget)awdy in à Rrrneid Sbip 


for pain. 91 he HN liſn wert 1 leſg kiecefalul by 


Latul z cor having, M Christmas defeated 
the 'Spdtlard; and 3-1 ebe ſsoothe ſomer were, 
by Agreement Ice wha hang) ſubmited) tranſ- 


ported to Spam in EnjlifhV effuls:, ove 104) N 


veer : Hixalah having, towards Getitlu- 
ſion of the: Near l 1 1 
Company we ever had imd abel 
five Ships were fited ut ſqr = 
were not only -ſtiecafsful.” bra Traut, hub: — 2 
veral Prizes from the '\SpanjorF and Parivghe/e. 
This Year was likewife famous for an W 
that 
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that proved very glorious to our. Nation, tho” per- 
381 by, tenen a Force as two nail 
Ships ,a Einnace, and two Shallops, under the Com- 
ba 3 "of Capcain W/ligm-orker, and of this fmall 
Squadron, they had the. Misfort to loſe the 
Pinnace off of the Sguth Cape, Their firſt En- 
terprise was on the, land of St, Yiuent, one of 
a Herd Iflands,. Which they igok, and burnt: 
the Town of that Name, after haying divided the 
990 of it. They then ſtood over to the Coaſt of 
the Continent, and tgok. La Rancberia, or the Pearl 
9 for which they took a Ranſom, as they 
did likewiſe for a great Pyrtugueſ7 Ship which they 
took at Cape de la Vela, coming from Angola and 
Conge, The ſeventh. of February, 1602, they 
enter'd the River Puerto Ballo, with their Boats 
and Pinnaces, and, 150 Men, and came to an- 
Anchor near the ftroog Caſtle of St. Philip, pre- 
tending;to be Spaniaras. It being Night; Captain 
Parker. in about an; Hour after, j gaye them the 

lip, With his two Boats, and abgut, thirty. Men, 
leaving. the Pinnaces at Anchor; and with this 
55 orce, after: hay iug ſet Fire to che Town of 

ian, march'd iato the great aud fich Town of 
Puerto Bello, and had the Courage, with his 
Handful of Men, tor attack a Squadron of Sol- 
diers, who, were ſet to guard, the King's Treaſury, 
with zwo Braſs Field-pieces. After an; obſtinate 
Fight of four or five Hours, during which he was 
recruited, . by about 100 frefh Men; from his Pin- 
naces, he made himſelf Maſter as well of the 
King's Treaſute as the N they like- 
wiſe found a conſiderable Boptyarin Mony, Plate 


and Merchandiſes. Captain Parten having thus 
taken, with fo ſmall. a Number of Men, and in 
ſo little Time, one of the-fineſt Towns the King 
of Spain had in the Weſt-Julies, was ſatisfied with 
his Booty, and, to ſet the Spauiards an Example of 

| : Generolity 


n 
Generaſity they were little acquainted with, and 
as little deſerved, releaſed the Governor, and his 
other Priſoners of Diſtinction, withoilt exactin 
any Ranſom, ſpared the Town and, Forts from 
Fire, tho they might have demoliſk ther, And 
returned triamphant to Egal. 
As wWe now draw towards the Corlclifibjs of 
our glorious Queen Elizabeth's Reign, I have but 
one conſiderable Expedlition more to give uf Ac- 
count of, in mch ſhe triampb'd, with as mueh 
Glory over the "Spaniards, as ſhe had done during 
the whole Courſe of it. They being again aitftihg 
at what they never could effect in Irz)avd, the 
Queen, to divert them from it, ſent out 4 ſtnall 
Fleet, under Sit Rithard Leviſon, and Sir Williun 
Monſon, to annoy their Coaſts, This Fleet, which 
conſiſted of but eight large Men of War, of'th 
Queen's, and ſome hired Ships, let Sail, at'twite, 
in the Month of March, 1602. Sir Richard Le. 
viſon, with one Part of it, met with the Plate Fleet, 
in their Courfe' from Terters to Spain, and tho 
they conſiſted of thirty-eight Sali, bravely Attack 'd 
them, but for Wunt of the Reſt of the Fleet, and 
the Dxich Squadron which Was to have joined him, 
was obtiged td ſuffer their Eſchpe. The firſt of 
June, having joltd Sit hj,e, who, in the mean 
Time, had taken à dich Hudia Stiip, they tek two 
Ships of ths Eaſt Country, bound for Lisbon, and 
while they were rumaging them, got Intelligente, 
that a large Carrack, of 1600 Pons, was juſt ar- 
rived at Cæzimbra. near St. Ubes, richly laden, 
from the Eaſt*Inties, and that there were eleven 
Gallies in th ſame Harber, eight of which; under 
Frederick Spinoln; wete bound for Flanders, xo 
cruiſe upon the Diich. Norwittiſtanding the Dan- 
ger of attempting this golden Bait, Which was de- 
tended by a ſtrong Caſtle, and eleven ſtout Gallies, 
it was too alluring to be neglected, they therefore 
reſol ved 
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reſolved upon the Attack at all Hazards, and 
that it ſhould be general on the Town, the Fort, 
the Carrack andthe Gallies, at one and the fame 
Time. This was effected with {@ much Valor and 
Conduct, that aſter an obſtinate Fight of five 
Hou, the Gallies being beaten, ſome burnt, and 
the Reft fled, the Carrack came to a Capitulation 
the ſame Evening. The Carrack was valued at 
500,000 Ducats, and the Damage the Spaniards 
ſuſtained, on this Occakon, was every con- 
ſiderable: Nor did the Gallies which now eſcap'd 
log out-run the Fate of the Carrack; for, on 
their Voyage for Flanders, they met, near the 
Streights of Dover, with Sir Richard: Manſel, who 
was cruiling, with ſome of her Majeſty's Ships, 
Parete to intercept them, and Succeſs attended 
him ſo far, that only one eſcap'd to Dunkirk, the 
Reſt being all either ſunk in the Ingagement, or 
loſt on the Coaſt of Manders, | 5 
Thus ended the gloriaus Reign, of Elixa- 
beth, in à ſignal Triumph over the Naval Power 
of Spain, ſhe having, by the many gallant Exploits 
of her Subjects at Sea, taiſed the Gloy of the 
Nation t its higheſt Pitch, She was ſenfible, that 
the true Foundation of her Greatneſs, was the 
Trade of her Subjects, aud therefore looked upon 
the Manutactures of the Kingdom, as the rich- 
eſt Mine of the State, and the Dominion of 
the Seas, as the principal Jewel of her Crown, 
which likewiſe ſhe ſpared no Pains: to preſerve: 
In ſhort, ſhe, upon all Occaſions, cheriſh!d and 
ſupported her Merchants, againſt all Attempts 
to their Prejudice, and gave them ſueh Incourage- 
ment, as plainly ſhewed, [ſhe eſteemed them a 
moſt neceſſary and important Part of her Com- 
mon- Wealth. a9. 1 


8 


[ 8a Ba 
The pacific Reign of Kuig James I, affords 
very little Matter for rhe ins: At te very 
Begining of it, he ſhe Fry Imantes ef rhe” 
ſmall Regard he had, fer 5 
manders, und cherer Acts r. _— 
Navy; id the” n re 
cauſing an Ih T Fight T 60 . 
trump'd up àgainſt — RI 
he pr found gull FN very videree; - 
and condemtd to die; c — — 
ſpited; And the «br by recalling! th 
which had been bent 40 Sen Thrite — 
Queen's Death; And the next Tear igeng # Petite 
with Spain. E r, tho ſittle or no In 
ment was grvef from thie Tütone, do Weh Expedt- 
tions, as we have ſcen were very ent in 4 
Elixabeths Reigrt$4yet the 5 "av 5 
the Swerts of ed Adyityts; f dorch del 
ter'd from pur ſui thenyd Me Vegän inegehe- 
ral to 5 and lerg NA vd ysgesthey were 
now rio! fre Strangsr Sto ene Mer- 
chant * re a e e. the 
ſeveral Nraßeches of Trade Were great. Stehe. 
The Tihqhinty df inis Nee db gn. Ven con- 
tributed th —.— ive P&fyre and Oppor- 
tunity not omy tome Witreffing''6f the Trade to 
the Eat: Inlies, Amefich, the Levant and the Nortb, 
but for eſtabliſting the Pläftations in Virginia, 
New England, the Bermidas, Sc. The difterent 
Intereſts of Nations oc d ſometimes Diſſen- 
tions about the ſeveral Branches of Commerce, 
which likewiſe, at Times, broke out into open 
Hoſtilities, and "tlie generally ended to the Ho- 
nor of the Dyliſe ; I shall, however, of theſe, 
as they were rather” nocidenral Rencbunters, than 
regular Expeditions, ſuch as were thoſe of the for- 
mer Reign, confine myſelf to thoſe only, that were 
Proofs of our Superiority to the Spantaras, at Sea, 
without 
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without entering into a Detail of the other Cir- 


cum of thols Voyages in which they hap- 

. Nor üb dende e Peace: was. concluded 
With, gain, ak have bſerdetl above, the Spa- 
niqr 4. continued their Demedations on. our Mer- 
chants, and, hegan very early to. give dnſtances how 
they geſigauid (and/Wweſhalh fngithiey carried their 
Ine at, into Exccutiany)-to-itake Advantagt of the 
Weakneſs. of the Prince oe now fag: on the 
Throne of Crea Britain a Vhich was ſdi noto- 
rigus, chat, almoſt at theBegining! of bis Reign, 
he could ſuffer! cen the por diſtreſs d. States of 
Hula (as they had call'd chemſelves nat long 


X 1 


before) to offer an Ipdignity to the Zxgdh: Flag, 


and tamely to put up with it. 91114 mm) 
In the Month of October, 161 14+Sir Hugb 
Middleton, being on à trading Voyage for Account 


of the Eaſt- India Company; wick four Ships only, 


got Intelligence, in Schally- Raad, that the Portu- 
Fueſe, withia Fleet of twenty out; Ships. tay in 
walt to intercept} him, at the Bar of Surus, or, 
at leaſt, to prevent his carrying on any Commerce 
in thoſe Parts. -; He ſoon parcei ved that he maſt ei- 
ther intirely loſe his Voyage, or fight his Way thro? 
this formidable Fleet, ſo greatly ſupetior to his 
own; He bravely reſolv!d; upon the: latter, and 
was fo ſucceſsſul, that he defeated and I diſpers'd 
the whole, Portugueſe Fleet, did then great Da- 
mags, ee took on of their Frigats, 
as he did likewife, not long aſter warda, another 


a f U 


Ship, of theirs of go Tons, brichiy laden, with a 


Frigat of ſixty Tons. ern 1 


I he next Advantage, Which: I fall, take Notice 
of, that the Exg/i/h, obtain'dfioven the treacherous 
Portugueſe, was likewiſe, in: thewfaſke Indzes, in the 
Year 1612, at che Mouth of the River òurat, where 
two Engliſß Ships, under the Command of Cap- 
tain Thomas Beſt, bravely ingaged with four —_ 
ng 


12 


OY 
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tugal Galleons and twenty-four Frigats, three ſe- 
veral Days, intirely defented — to the 
Flight, aſtet having kill; us they themſelves 
own'd 460, of atleir Men} wid che Lofs only ef three 
Men kilbd, andronetwornfded;2'on ane Se oBthe 
Enęliſb. Abbut t Yeurs after, arorher Portu- 
gueſe Fleet, conſiſtidg df! HN Gulleens, threr Ships, 
two Gallies and / ſisty Frigats; were © fhramefally 
defeated and pur to Flight by four En 5 Pap. 
India Men, Hkewiſe near Swrar, after having kill 
near 500 of their Menzbeſide' wllat were drowned. 
The Portugues after wards followed 'them with a 
freſh Fleet; but tho? they were above ten Times 

the Number of che Egliſs, and the latter again 
offer d them Battle, they had not the Courage to 
inesusterident 101 W ie ieee 97 ee 

I ſhall: no juſt mention the fatal Cataſtrophe 

of the great Sir Malter Ralegb, who when bajtly 
given up (by thoſe he Intereſt as well as Buſi- 


nels it Wa have protected him) a Victim to the 
Spaniards; to ſatiate their Revenge on him, for 


his former brave Exploits againſt them, triumpfd 
over them even in his Death, by his Intrepidity. 


I have already mentioned, that he was caſt for his 


Life, at theRegining of this Reign, upon an Indict- 


ment laid) ngainſt him, but very flenderly proved, 


for High- ITveaſom; but that his Execution was 
reſpited. King , was ſo impolitic, to keep 


this brave and àſeful Subject thirteen Tears lock d 


up in the Towery and then Avarice'prompred him 
to do what, Reaſon and. Juſtice ſhoald have done 
long before. He was releaſed from his Impriſon- 
ment, in 7653, afdl t] ]'ͤ Vears after Ubtahrd the 


King's private Commiſſton to go into the South 


Parts of America,» which however was concew*d 
in very ambiguons Terms; and it afterwards ap- 
peared, that tho' this Commiſſiom was calld pri- 
vate, the Subſtance ef it, with the whole Project, 
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as laid, by Raleg b, before the King, was by him 


made known to Count Gondemar, the Spaniſh Em- 


phaſſadar here, who greatly influenc'd his Majeſty 
in all his Actions, and was) ſent to Spain even 
before, Nalagh left the Thames., It is eaſy to be con- 
ceiyed, that the Deſign, being thus betray'd, it 
was impoſſible any Succeſs could attend it; ſo 


that, at his Return, the King (as well as he) be- 
ing diſappointed of the golden Expectat ions, and 
exaſperated againſt him by Gondemar, he was 
ret commited to the Tower, and being called to 
the King s. Bench Bar, at Weſtminſter, to the Sen- 
tence pals'd fourteen. Years: before, it was executed 
upon him, the very next Day, being the twenty- 
niath of Oftober,, 1618. An Action (on the 
Part of the King, ſays Bevil Higgons) „ that was 
inexcuſable; being not more unjuſt than mean- 


.**. tpirited, and one of the greateſt Blemiſhes of this 
Reign.“ And Biſhop Burnet, otherwiſe his Op- 


polite, ſays, It was counted a barbarous ſacri- 


ficing of him to the Spaniards.” As it may be 


expected I ſhould: make ſome Application of this 
Account of Sir Walten Ralegb's Death, tho brief, 
I ſhall: do it only in the two following Lines of 


Major | Pack's, int 
©. « Safely we. may defy Madrid or Rome, 


no fly Gondemar, prevails: at home. 


3 | | 
In 1620, the Exgliſb again obtain'd a conſider- 
able Advantage over the Portugueſe in the Eaſt- 
Indies, where they defeated a Fleet of theirs, much. 
ſuperior to them, which lay purpoſely in wait to 
intercept them, and took ſeveral of their Mer- 
chant Ships; and, rheſe are all the Tranſactions 1 
find worthy of our Notice in this King's Reign: 
Nor does the Reign of his unhappy Succeſſor, King 
Charles I, turnith us with any Thing undertaken 
againſt 


Rix... oc AX Af - ae; 
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againſt the Spaniards, ſo remarkable, as to deſerve 


a Place in theſe Memoirs. He did indeed, at the 
Begining of his Reign, enter upon a War with 
Spain, which laſted five Tears, but without any 
great Succeſs on either Side; I fhall therefore 951 
mention one Action, which happend in the fir 

Year of his Reign, in the Guſph of Perſia, near 
Ormus, where four Exgliſb Ships, under the Com- 
mand of Captain John Moddeil, and four Dutch 


Ships, fought three Days with eight * 
en 


Galleons, and thirty-two Frigats, which had 
preparing two Years, with Deſign to deftroy the 
Engh/b and Dutch Shiping and Trade in thoſe 
Parts; but their Succeſs was far from anſwering, 
their Expectations; for, inſtead of deftroying the 
Engliſh Ships, it was not without great Difficulty 
they got off with their own, in a difabled, ſhay- 
ter'd Condition, and with a great Number of their 
Men kill'd. There was indeed, the ſame Year, 
an Expedition to Cadiz, under the Command of 
the Lord Viſcount Wimbledon, but it fail'd of the 
hop'd for Succeſs, chiefly on Account of the Dif- 
ferences which aroſe among the principal Offi- 
cers. 5 

After the Murder of King Charles I, the Rebels 
had their Time and Thoughts too much employ'd 
in other Tranſactions, chiefly with the Dutch, and 
Squabbles among themſelves, to have any Thing 
to do with Spain; but Cromwell, being advanc'd 
to the Protectorſhip, in 1653, ſoon aſter reſolv'd 
to break with Spain, and War was declar'd ac- 
cordingly. The Spaniards having offer'd many 


Indignities, and executed ſome Cruelties on the 


Engliſh in the Weſt- Indies, Cromwell fited out a 
Fleet to be reveng'd on them, and gave the Com- 
mand of it to Vice-Admiral Penne, and of the 
Land Forces on board it to Colonel Venables. 
Great were the Expectations from this Expedition; 
| | bur 
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85 2 Mane of many Neceſſar ies on one Side, and 
Difſention among, the Officers, and particularly 
wee LANG: UNE un ad Land. s exvice, who 
ether, were the Oc- 


ln. 9 5 9.5 
obs ihys it. 900 in the, king. of the Iſland 
1 lz Aube 3 x 2 
In car giral Blake 
hay SET 15 8 dhe Fepomghde with a View 


Neben e Vaniard: 19; came out of their 
WE Why Pf [i Utexcepring the Spani/> 
5 Ships, oog which, was com- 

by. 5 Boomer had the ggod Fortune 

o in 0 b 8 Galleqns,, n d from Ame- 
ri kl They attack?d; them, with ſuch 
Vu e ducſne the Engagement, which 
a ome Hours, they ſunk, One, burnt another, 
force two, alhore,, Sn Mo, in which they 


todo do the 13 ue of bog, Wadde in Mony 
te, be ae oil Be 70 i and 3 
boty in . Sort of * 


L 
: by ah n the Spring. te other 1857 * 
Bla 1 5 Squadron, on the 


ane! On 9217 having _ wa that 10 
$ Weſt: India Fleet was arriv'd at Tenerif, 

nth beſt. of | his Way. . . in 
the. of Santa, * 11 alleons riclily laden, 
and ten other Ve Bay was, defended not 
only. by ix, er Fin e ig fg} 8.4 # the 
Entrance, in 5 0 he ten 
Ships la the Bay, = 1 Form 
of a H. 0 Lo 85 5 ; Barricado, before them, 
and the Var With v * dadſides towards the 


Offing. 19S ed, the e Admiral 
thoug t gelt . f —_— that FE haughtily ſent 
g Bats, de be. 


» 31h rome Now if be 


dur 0 Wee 99. th be. oth er 14 5 knew the Cow- 
ardice 61. the Enewy 3 had to deal with too well 


co be gcter'd from his Undertaking by Gaſconades. 
He 


L ] 
He ſaw, indeed, that it would be impoſſible to 


bring off the Galleo 955 but he. was, reſolv'd, at all 
Hazards, to' deft em, 8 — 1 of 


this Reſo lation, 15 © bro tHe Ray, 
plying the Forts, B 31. Fo Si 5 50 0 
Fury, that, dae e ce the p 

of ſuch a Number. Gf den el Hake 


withſtand; in a few Hi: 17 brain'd” a com 
Victory, drove the Spaniards rem all their 

and poſſefs q himſelf of every one of weil 7 
as they could not, poſſibly 2h chem off th 

Fire'to them, and had the Satisfaction to 68 

all burnt down to the very Water. In this bite 
Action, the Engliſh loſt not one ling; Ship, nor. 


had above 200 Men kill'd and wounded but pf the” | 


7 


Spaniards, ' wtio thought they had to deal wi 
Devils rather than Men, there was à pfodigf es 


Slaughter, both on the” Ships and on the a. 


Soon after, the Noe ha ning to turn 
che Babe "Fiber" e e e e 
Bay, and left the 8; 0 10 g. their Fa 
and aſtoniſh'd abet 750 cls An 8 
their Enemy, © | - oy 
King Charter Th, Bah Aer is Acceſſion to che 
Throne, nelbded: a pond of Peace and 


merce wit uin, ht 4 Stop to all far 
Hoſtilities 1 el t Wee during jo 
Reign 3 fn this Treaty, the "Engliſh tri. 


umph'd — Fay anfartlt, having, as + Conn 


dition of it, the P Fei #7 , faite confirmed 


to the Crown of Ent! 
In the Tear 99 5 Kink Charles took 5fſcHon 


of Tangier, in Pirie a Pl ace 0 5 Fi ious Im- 
td a 


partance and Ae to the be moſt ro- 
ficable of out" Comm ſerce, that - t& the Methrer- 
ranean, and, together wich many other Privileges, 
made it a free Port, in order to make it a trading 
City, for which its Situation was very proper; * 
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*after having kept it above twenty Vears, and tides 


rendering it almoſt impregnable, whereby we po. 
ſeſs' d as it were the Key to the Mediterranean, as 
we do now by being Maſters of Gibraltar, to fret 
himſelf from a trifling Expence, ſacrificed the In- 
tereſt of the Nation, and cauſing the Mole, Har- 
bor, and Fortifications to be deftroyed, aban- 
don'd it: An Action by which he ſo much loft the 
Affections of his Subjects, that we may reaſonably 
conclude the Example will never be followed Dy 
any other Prince, who ſhall be ſo happy ro poſſe 

ſo ineſtimable a Jewel, % 5 2 

After the Revolution, our Naval Tranſactions, 


- tho? very glorious, were with the French, and the 
| Spaniards were our Allies, till the Peace of Ry/: 
wick; but ſoon after or begun their Depredations 


in the Y2t-Indies, which they have continued with 
great Cruelty and Injuſtice, and without any Re- 
gard either to Peace or War, ever ſince; and when 
calPd upon to make Satisfaction, made Uſe of 
much the ſame Subterfuges and evaſive Anſwers, 
as they have done more latterly. An Inſtance of 
this we find, among many others, in the Begining 
of the Year, 1699, when Rear-admiral Bemboro, 


| being in the West. Indies, with a Squadron of the 


King's Ships, and having obliged the Governor 
of Cartbagena to deliver up two or three Engliſh 
Merchant-Ships, which he had unjuſtly ſeized, he 
failed, with four Men of War, to Puerto Bello. 

Here he at firſt met with rough Treatment; but 
after ſeveral Meffages, the Spaniards, finding he 


was in Earneft, had Recourſe to a Method they 


have more than once ſince practiſed with Succeſs: 


« They aſſured him, that if he would retire from 
«« before their Port, every Thing ſhould be re- 
„ ſtored.” This the Exgliſb were ſo weak to be- 
lieve 3 but after their Departure, nothing was 8 

| notwith- 
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notwithſtanding all their fair and ſolemn Promiſes: 
The Admiral failed afterward to St. Dominpo, to 
demand an Engliſh Sloop, the Spaniards had taken, 
but with as little Succeſs, as at Puerto Bello. 

At the Begining of Queen Ann's Reign, War 
was declared both againſt France and Spain, the 
Motives to which are too well known to need a 
Repetition here. Her Majeſty had then a Squa- 
dron of Men of War in the Veſt- Indies, under 
the Command, of Admiral Bembow, which very 
much annoy*'d the Spaniards, and took ſeveral Prizes. 
This War was begun in Europe, with a very con- 
ſiderable Enterprize, no leſs than the attempting 
of Cadiz, and the Dutch were aſſiſting in it. The 
united Fleet conſiſted of fifty Men of War of the 
Line, beſide Frigats, Tenders, c. about 160 
Sail in all; and they had above 13,000 Men, 
Land-Forces, of beth Nations, on board. The 


ſet Sail the nineteenth of July from Spithead, and, | 


having taken a good Number of Prizes by the 
Way, arrived, the twelfth of Anguſt, at the Bay 
of Bulls, about two Leagues from Cadiz, where- 
upon the Enemy, who had no previous Intelligence 
of their Deſign, retired, with their Ships that lay in 
the Bay, within the Puntals. The Land Forces be- 
ing diſimbarked, on the Iſland of Cadiz, they took, 
on the ſixteenth, the Town of Rota. The twen- 
tieth, the Army marched to Port St. Mary's, which 
they found deſerted, but full of Riches ; and here 
they made ſo free with the Plunder (which has 
been computed ro amount to three Millions Ster- 
ling) and commited ſo many Irregularities, as 
put an effectual Bar to the future Succeſs, which 
might reaſonably have hoped from this Ex- 
ition; for, tho”. two Days after they took the 
Fort St. Katharine's, what by the Violences com- 
mited at Port St. Mary's, which withdrew the 
Affections of a great 3 of Spaniards vow 
SE the 
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the Houſe. of Auſtria, and ſeveral other Miſma- 
nagements, after near a Month was ſpent in Con- 
ſultations and Councils of War, it was reſolved, 
at laſt, that the Troops ſhould be re- imbak'd, and 
the Fleet return to England. This Diſappoint- 
ment, in the main Deſign of their Voyage, ſeem'd 
indeed fatal, at firſt; but, contrary to Expectation, 
turn'd out afterwards to the Advantage of the Con- 
federates ; for Sir George Rooke, being on his Return 
homewards, receiv'd Intelligence, that the Spaniſh 
Plate-Fleet, with a good Convoy of French Men of 
War, was put into Vigo, a Port in Galicia. It 
was hereupon immediately reſolved, that the Fleet 
ſhould make the beſt of their Way for that Port, 
and attempt the taking or deſtroying this vaſt 
Treaſure. They came to an Anchor the eleventh 
of October, at Vigo. The Land-Forces were dif- 
embark*d the next Morning, and immediately after 
the Attack was made by a Detachment of the 


Fleet, with incredible Reſolution and Bravery. 


To relate all the Circumſtances of this gallant Ac- 
tion, wouid oblige me ro exceed the Limits of 


theſe few Sheets: I ſhall therefore only ſay, that 
both the Sea and Land- Forces ſucceeded to their 


Wiſhes, and that of ſixteen Spaniſb Galleons, four 


were taken a-float, and two on Shoar, by the 


Engliſh, five were taken by the Dutch, and the 


Reſt burnt; and of fifteen French Men of War, 
two Frigats, a Fire-ſhip, and three Gardes Ma- 
rines, ten were- taken, all Men of War, and 
eleven burnt. The Booty, beſide the Ships, taken 


and deſtroyed, on this Occaſion, conſiſted of the 


Value of fix Millions of Pieces of Eight, in Gold 
and Silver, the Value of fifteen Millions of Pieces 


of Eight, in Goods and Merchandiſes, and great 


Quantities of Plate and other Goods belonging to 
private Perſons ; not to mention the Booty made, 
and the Damages done the Spaniards, on —_ 

| The 


EN 
The whole Damage the Spaniards ſuſtain'd, here 
and at Cadiz, has been computed at twelve Mil- 
lions Sterling, or more; a very ſucceſsful Beginin 
of the War, and a happy Omen of the Succeſs 
which inſued. 

As my Deſign, in theſe Memoirs, is alone to 
give Inſtances of the Superiority of the Exgliſb 
over the Spaniards at Sea, I ſhall confine myſelf 
only to them, without taking Notice, of any Ad- 
vantages gained by our Land-forces, againſt the 
Gallo-Spaniards, in Order to recover the Throne 
of Spain for the Arch-duke of Auſtria, now de- 
clared King of Spain, by the Name of Charles III, 
except where our Fleets were likewiſe ingaged. 
The firſt memorable Advantage we meet with of 
this Nature, is the taking of Gibraltar, in the 
Year 1704. Sir George Rooke, having paſs'd the 
Streight's Mouth, with the grand Fleet, on the 
fourteenth of Fune, and being join'd two Days 
after by a Squadron commanded by Sir Cloudeſly 
Shovel, it was agreed, the next Day, at a Council 
of War, to make an unexpected Attempt on Gi- 
braltar. Purſuant to this Reſolution, they enter'd 
the Bay on the twenty-firſt, and, the ſame Day, 
ſet on Shoar 18,00 Marines, Engliſh and Dutch, 
to cut off all Communication with the Country, 
in which they ſucceded. The twenty-third, by 
Break of Day, the Ships being diſpoſed in proper 
Order, they begun to cannonade the Town with 
ſuch Fury, that in leſs than ſix Hours Time, they 
yu above 15,000 Shot, and drove the Enemy 
rom their Batteries. The South Mole being taken 
the ſame Day by the Seamen, together with a 
Baſtion between that and the Town, the Go- 
vernor deſired to capitulate the next Morning, 
and, in the Evening, the Land and North-Mole 
Gate, together with the Outworks, were put into 
our Poſſeſſion, Thus * this important Place, 

2 in 
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in which were then 100 Pieces of Cannon mounted, 
to the eternal Honor of the Engliſh Nation, taken, 
with the Loſs only of fixty Men kilPd, and about 
200 wounded, tho' it was then in ſuch a State of 
Defence, that fifty Men, with any Share of Courage 
or- Reſolution, might have maintain'd it againſt 
thouſands. The memorable Battle of Velez Mal- 
laga, which happen'd ſoon after, I paſs by, as it 
was fought between the Engliſh and French only. 
The Spaniards, who were ſorely nettled at the Loſs 
of a Place which was the principal Key to their 
Kingdom, ſoon attempted the Recovery of it; 
but in vain; the Ships and Troops they ſent thi- 
ther, the ſame Year, for that Purpoſe, being o- 
blig'd, by Sir John Leake, to abandon the Siege, 
and leave us in quiet Poſſeſſion. | 

King Charles being now Maſtcr of a ftrong 
Hold in his Spaniſh Territories, reſolv'd to hazard 
his Perſon in Purſuit of the Conqueſt. He there- 
fore imbark'd, on board the Ranelagb, and ſet Sail, 
with the Britiſb Fleet, under the Command of the 
Earl of Peterborough, from the River of Lisbon, 
in July, 1705, and, in a few Days, took Poſſeſ- 
ſion of his new Kingdom, by landing at Gibraltar. 
He departed thence with the Fleet the fifth of 
Auguſt, and arrived the eleventh in the Bay of 
Barcelona, where, being landed, together with the 
Troops, that were on board, he laid Siege to that 
important City, which, on the ſixth of September, 
ſurrender'd to the victorious Exgliſo, after having 
been made ſufficiently ſenſible of the Power of the 
Engliſb Fleet, and the whole Kingdom of Cata- 
lonia, Roſes only excepted, ſoon followed, where- 
_ the Fleet returned to England, under the 

ommand of Sir Cloude/ly Shovel. 

Our Fleet was equally ſucceſsful the next inſuing 
Tear, againft the Gallo-Spaniards, not only in reliev- 
ing Barcelona, which they, with the Affiſtance of the 
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French, had beſieg'd, and greatly ſtreightned, but 
by reducing Cartbagena, Alicant, Ivica and Ma- 
jorca, to the Obedience of King Charles. Thus 
our victorious Fleet triumph'd every where on the 
Coaſt of Spain; and in the Inland-countries of thoſe 
large Dominions, that Prince was ſucceſsful be- 
yond Expectation; inſomuch that an intire Sub- 


miſſion of them muſt, in all human Probability, 


ſoon have inſued, had he not, by the Advice of 
his German Miniſters, and, in direct Oppoſition 
to his beſt Friends and Allies, took the unhappy 
Reſolution of going thro' Arragon, to Madrid, 
and ſuffering himſelf to be led, by an ill. tim'd 
Fit of Devotion, to ſtop at Saragoſſa, which alone 
was the Occaſion of all the Mises that after- 
wards befel him, and finally loſt him the Crown. 
The Engliſb nevertheleſs continued, notwithſtand- 
ing this fatal Miſmanagement, to lend King Charles 
all the Aſſiſtance that was in their Power, both 
by Sea and Land; and, in the Year 1708, Sir 
John Leake, after having convoy'd the Queen of 
Spain from Italy to Barcelona, ſubdued the\IfMlands 
of Sardinia and Minorca ; and, after his Departure 
for England, Sir Edward Whitaker, with his Squa- 
dron, took the Caſtles of Port Mahon, and got 
intire Poſſeſſion of that important Place, the Ad- 


vantage of which we have already ſufficiently ex- 


perienc'd, and ſhall do in a yet more ſenſible Man- 
ner, ſhould we be oblig*d to recover Satisfaction 
from the Spaniards, by Means of our Naval Force 


(the eaſieſt and moſt natural Way) for the Depre- 


dations they have ſo many Years with Impunity 
commited upon the Subjects of Great- Britain. 
This Year, likewiſe, the Spaniards again ex- 
1 that Valor and Superiority of the Engliſh 
ation, in the Meſt- Indies, which had fo often 
made them tremble, in the fortunate Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, Commadore Wager (now Sir 
* | hs SS Charles) 
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Charles) who had been for ſome Time in thoſe 


Parts, to protect our Trade, got Intelligence, in 


he Month of May, that thirteen Galleons were 
at Sea, coming for Carthagena, and immediately 
went in Search of them. In a few Days he had 
the good Fortune to diſcover them, to the Number 
of ſeventeen in all, and he bravely reſolv'd to 
attack them, tho' he had not near half their Force, 
either in Ships dr Men. He had been informed, 
that all the Mony was in the three Adinjral Ships, 
and therefore determin'd that they ſhould be his 
chiefeſt Care. He accordingly gave Orders to 
Captain Bridges, in the Kingſton, to attack the 
Vice-admiral, and Captain Windſor, in the Port- 
land, to ingage the Rear-admiral, while he him- 
ſelf fell upon the Admiral, which, after a ſmart 
Fight, that laſted an Hour an a half, till after it 
was dark, blew up, and what remain'd of her 
ſunk immediately, with all her Riches, and above 
600 Men in her. The Captains of the Kingſton 
and Portland, not having obey'd the Comma- 
dore's Order ; but inſtead thereof kept too much 
to the Windward, from the Enemy, they had all 
the Opportnnity they could wiſh to diſperſe ; ſo 
that when the Admiral ſunk, the Commadore 
could keep Sight of no more than one of their 
Ships, which afterwards proved to be the Rear- 
admiral; and tho? it was Night, he contined pur- 
ſuing her, and came up with her about ten o'Clock. 
He ingaged her for near four Hours, till about 
two in the Morning ſhe ſurrender'd, with what 
Treaſure ſhe had on board. During the Ingage- 
ment, the Vice-admiral paſgd cloſe by him, and 
gave as good an Opportunity to the Kingſton and 
Portland, to lay hold of her, as they could have 
wilh'd, but they neglected it, as they did afterwards | 
the Purſuit of her, leaving off the Chace when 
they were ſo near her as to fire their Broad-ſides 

into 
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into her; for which they were afterwards diſmiſs'd 
the Service; and the Vice-admiral, which I juſt 
now mention'd, fell afterwards into the Hands of 
Commadore Littleton. The Commadore having 
been nine Hours upon Deck, and almoſt in con- | 
tinual Action, and his Ship being unfit for farther | 
Service, till repaired, in a few Days after, made | 
the beſt of his Way, with his Prize, for Port- | 
Royal Harbor. According to the Report of the | 
Priſoners, the Admiral and Vice-admiral had each 1 
ſixty-four Guns mounted, and between them at 
' leaſt ten Millions of Pieces of Eight on board; 
but the Rear-admiral had no regiſter'd Mony or 
Treaſure on board, and only thirteen Cheſts of 
Pieces of Eight, vnd fourteen Pigs of Silver be- 
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. longing to Paſſengers, excepting what was pri- 

d vately concealed, in all, to the Amount of about 

F 30,000 Pounds. The Loſs to the Spaniards was 1 
F however conſiderably more than a Million and a = 
s half Sterling, which they had been in Expectation 
3 of, and greatly wanted, for near two Years to- 8 
N gether; and if the two Captains, Bridges and = 
1 Mindſor, had done their Duty, as well as the = 
* Commadore had performed his, the Loſs to them, = 
1 and the Advantage to us, might have been much 1 
x greater. The Spaniards, about the ſame Time, 2 
8 ſuſtained conſiderable Loſſes, not only from ſe- 7 
x veral of the Queen's Shpis, but from our Privateers, 
No particularly by one commanded by Captain Coleby, ; 
x who took ſeveral of their Sloops, laden with va- 


luable Goods, going from the Galleons to Panama, 

5 for the Ranſon of which the Spaniards offer'd him 
180,000 Pieces of Eight. 

I ſhall conclude my Account of the Advantages 

obtain'd by the Engliſh over the Spaniards, during 

ds the Reign of Queen Ann, by juſt hinting at the Suc- 

ceſs of a private Expedition, I mean that of the | 4 

les Duke and Ducheſs, two Ships fited out at Briſtol for a 9 

Voyage : 


AT. 
Voyage to the South-/ea, and round the Globe 
which they perform'd in three Years and two 


Months; and, in that Time, took two Spaniſb 


Towns, and twenty Ships, 'of which however they 
brought. home only one, a -rich Acapulco Ship, 
homeward bound from the Eaſt - Indies, whoſe 
Cargo coſt in the Indies, two Millions of Dollars. 
All the Reſt they either ſold or ranſomed, or, after 
having taken out whatever was of Value, turn'd 
them adrift. 

After the Acceſſion of King George I, to the Throne 
of Great-Britain, in Auguſt 1714, tho' the Spaniards 
continued or rather increaſed-their Depredations up- 
on the Engliſh Trade, in the Weſt- Indies, other 
Matters of Imortance ſo took up the Thoughts of 
the Government, that nothing was publicly under- 
taken to curb their Inſolence, till the Year 1718, 
when a Fleet was early fited out, and put under 
the Command of Sir George Byng (afterwards Lord 
Torrington) with Sir Charles Wager, as Vice-ad- 
miral, and the Rear-admirals Delaval and Migbels, 
under him. This Fleet, which conſiſted ot one 
ſecond Rate, two third Rates, and eighth fourth 
Rates, beſide ſmaller Craft, ſet Sail, the third of 
June, from St. Helen's, for the Mediterranean ; 
and was to be joined by a Squadron already cruiſ- 


ing in the Streights, under the Command of Rear- 


admiral Cornwall: But before I proceed to an 
Account of the Franſactions of this Fleet, it may 


not be amiſs, briefly to hint at what farther Mo- 
tives the Government had for this Expedition, 
beſides the Inſults of the Spaniards on the Britiſh 


Commerce. The Differences between the Em- 


peror and Spain yet ſubſiſting, notwithſtanding 
the Treaties of Utrecht and Baden, the Treaty 


concluded at London in 1716, and the Triple Al- 
liance concluded the inſuing Year, at the Hague ; 


and Spain having actually taken Sardinia from the 


Emperor, 
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Emperor, another Alliance was formed between 
the Emperor, Great Britain, and France, which was 
ſigned at London, in Fuly, 1718, and being after- 
wards acceeded to by the States General, was called 
the Quadruple Alliance: And the Purport of this 
Treaty was as well to reconcile theſe Differences, 
as to render the foregoing Treaties more effectual, 
and to eſtabliſh a laſting Peace in Europe. No 
Indeavors were omited to induce Spain to come 
into the Terms ſtipulated in-this Treaty, -but they 
all having proved ineffectual, the Deſign of ſend- 
ing this Fleet out was to bring the Spaniards to 
Reaſon, if poſſible, by an amicable Agreement, 
tho' Sword in Hand. 

Sir George arrived the twenty-fourth in the Bay 
of Cadiz, and immediately ſent his Secretary to the 
Spaniſh Court, with a Letter to Colonel N 
his Majeſty's Miniſter, in which he deſired the Co- 
lonel to acquaint the King of Spain, That he 
« Was arrived, with the Fleet, in the Mediter- 
„ rancan, and was inſtructed, in the King his 
„ Maſter's Name, to promote all Meaſures that 
might contribute to the compoſing all Dif- 
„ ferences that had ariſen between his Catholic 
« Majeſty and the Emperor : But that, if his 
«« Catholic Majeſty ſhould not pleaſe to acc 


„ of the Mediation of his Maſter, or his Offi- 


« ces; but continue in the Reſolution, that his 
«<< Troops ſhould attack the Emperor's Territo- 
« ries in Laly, in ſuch Caſe, he was commanded, 
« by the King, his Maſter, to uſe all the Power 
« of his Fleet, and the Forces with him, to 
„ maintain, as much as was poſſible for him to 
« do, the Neutrality of [aly, and defend the 
„ Emperor's Territories therein, by oppoling all 


« Force, that ſhould indeavor to attack him in 


« his Dominions there,” This Letter being 
ſhewa to his Catholic Majeſty, by Colonel Stan- 
= N ; hope, 
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hope; who likewiſe made the ſame Declaration, 
by Word of Mouth, - the Court of Spain give 
this ſhort Anſwer, That the Admiral might follow 
his Orders. | 

There are two Things more, which I think it may 
be neceſſary to obſerve, in Order to ſet this Matter 
in a true Light, before IL give an Account of 
what inſued : Firſt, «© That the Spaniards ' had, 
« before this Declaration, violated the Peace, not 
& only by ſeizing Sardinia, but by landing Forces 
jn Sicily, under the Command of the Marquis 
«<< de Lede, and taking Poſſeſſion of Palermo. 
« Second, that Sir George Byng, when' he came 
ce off of the Point of Me/ina, ſent a Letter to 
« the Marquis de Lede, in which he propoſed a 
4 Ceflation of Arms, and a Forbearance of all 
«« Acts of Hoſtility, on all Sides, for two Years, 
<« as being abſolutely neceſſary for ſeting on Foot 
«© proper Negociations of Peace; acquainting him, 
« at the ſame Time, with his Orders, in Caſe 
<< this reaſonable Propoſal was rejected, and preſ- 
«* ſing for his immediate Anſwer ;”* whereupon 
the Marquis declared; That he had no Power to 
treat, and that he would purſue his Otders, 
« which were to ſeize Sicily;“ and he continued 
his Hoſtilities accordingly. The Spaniards, in- 


deed, pretend, that Captain Saunders, who was 
ſent with Sir George's Letter, to the Marquis 


de Lede, aſſur'd him, that his Admiral would not 
commit any Hoſtilities ; but the Circumſtances of 
Things, as well the Admiral's two Letters, to 
Colonel Stanbope and the Marquis de Lede, plainly 
ſhew, that this Pretence had no Grounds, 

Sir George, who had been, in the mean Time, 
at Port Mahon, and Naples, and was return'd to 
the Coaſt of Sicily, before he ſent Captain Saunders 
to the Marquis de Lede (during which Time the 
Court of Spain had ſufficient Opportunity to have 

prevented 
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prevented what inſued) ſeeing nothing was to be 


done with the haughty and obſtinate Spaniards, by 
fair Means, prepared for Action, and having got 
Intelligence of the Spaniſh Fleet, on the thirtjeth 
of Fuly, reſolv'd to follow them. Before Noon, 
he got a fair Sight of them, and found their Fleet 
conliſted of twenty-ſeven Men of War, two Fire- 


ſhips, four Bomb Veſſels, ſeven Gallics, and five 


Ships laden with Arms and Proviſions; in all, 
forty-five Ships; a Force ſuperior to ours. The 
next Morning, by break of Day, the Spaniards, 


finding the Engliſh pretty near come up with them, 


ſeparated, and their Gallies, with their ſmaller Ships, 
Fire-ſhips, Bomb-veſſels, and Store-ſhips, ſtood in 
for the Shoar, whither they were followed by Cap- 
tain Walton, in the Canterbury, with the Argyle, 
and fix more of the Exgliſb Ships, whereupon one of 
the Spaniſh Ships fired a Broad-ſide on the Argyle, 
and thereby begun the Hoſtilities. The Admiral, 
with the Reſt of his Fleet, continued chaſing the 
biger Ships, which as the Engliſh approach'd, be- 
gun the Battle on that Side Revi by firing at 
them with their Stern- chaſe. As I want Room 
to give the Particulars of the Battle here, I ſhall 
only ſay, that, of the Spaniſh Fleet, thirteen Men 
of War, with one Bomb-veflel, and four Store-ſhips 
were taken, three Men of War, with two Fire- 
ſhips, two Bomb-veſſels and a Satee were burnt, 
and eleven Men of War, with the ſeven Gallies, 
and one Bomb-veſſel eſcaped, The Ships that 
were taken were convoyed to Port Mahon, by 
Vice-admiral Cornwal, with ten Men of War, 
while Admiral Byng, having done the Emperor 
what farther Service he could, in thoſe Parts, ar- 
rived at Naples the firſt of November, and re- 
main'd there and in thoſe Seas, till the Begining 
of February, of the inſuing Year, and then ſail'd, 
with Part of his Fleet, to Port Mahon, In the 
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mean Time, ſeveral of his Ships, that were on 
different Stations, were ſueceſsful againſt the Spa- 
niards; and particularly the Grafton and the Ro- 
cheſter, that had been cruiſing, ſunk a Spaniſh 
Man of War of ſeventy Guns, and run another 
of ſixty Guns on Shoar, in the Bay of Catania. 

The Spaniards being highly inrag'd at having 
the chief of their Naval Force, in this Manner, 
broken and deſtroyed, were not wanting, in Re- 
turn, to annoy our Ships all they could (which 
indeed was little more than they had done before 
this Defeat) whereupon an Order of Council was 
iſſued, on the third of November, granting general 
Reprilals, not only to his Majeſty's Ships, but, 
by Letters of Mart and Repriſals, to all his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, againſt the Subjects, Ships and 
Goods of the King of Spain; and, on the ſe- 
venteenth, War was proclaim'd againſt Spain in 
Form. 

At the Begining of the Year 1719, the Spa- 
miards threatned England with an Invaſion, in Fa- 


vor of the Pretender, and the Fleet of Men of 


War and Tranſports, which they had prepared 
for that Purpoſe, crouded with Men, but wanting 
all other Neceſſaries, ſet fail from Cadiz accord- 
ingly, where they were to have been joined by 
other Ships and Tranſports ; but a vidhoe Storm 
diſpers'd the whole Fleet, and drove the Ships 
into different Ports, in a very diſabled Condition, 
ſome without Maſts or Sails, and others without 
their Horſes, Guns and Stores ; which they had 
been oblig'd to throw over-board, whereby their 
whole Deſign was fruſtrated, In the mean Time, 


our Ships continued to be ſucceſsful in the Mediter- 


' Fanean, and took and deſtroyed ſeveral Spaniſh 


Ships of Force; but the moſt remarkable and 
molt daring Action perform'd by them, was that 


of attacking Port San Antonio, It was concerted 


between 
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between the Duke of Berwick and Colonel Stau- 
hope, and executed by 200 Engli/b Sailors, with 
Colonel Stanbope at their Head, and a Detach- 
ment of French Soldiers, ſupported by ſome Britiſb 
Men of War, under the Command of Captain 
+ ca They firſt took the two Forts in the 

arbor, and burſt or nail'd forty-ſeven Pieces of 
Cannon, and then burnt three new Men of War, 
one of ſeyenty, and two of ſixty Guns cach, on 
the Stocks, almoſt finiſh'd, with as much Plank 
and other Materials, as would have built five or 
ſix more, and great Quanticies of Naval Stores ; 
— all this with the Loſs of four or five Scamen 
only. 

Dur ing theſe Tranſactions, Preparations were 
making in England, for a ſecret Expedition againſt 
Spain: About threeſcore Tranſports were hired,” 
and 4000 Men, under Command of the Lor 
Cobham, were imbarked on board them, when 
having join'd the Men of War deſign'd for this 
Expedition, they ſailed from St. Helen's the twen- 
ty-firſt of September. The twenty-ninth they en- 
ter'd the Harbor of Vigo; in two Days the Town 
ſurrender'd; and a Week afterwards the Citadel 
followed. In the Harbor they ſeiz'd ſeven Ships, 
and made a conſiderable Booty in the Town and 
Neighborhood of it. General Wade was detach'd 
the twelfth, to attack Ponte Vedra; but finding 


it abandon'd, after having burnt and deſtroyed 


— Quantities of Artillery, Arms, Stores and 
roviſions, as they had done likewiſe at Vigo, 
which were deſign'd for the Service of the Pre- 
tender, he return d, and the Troops being all re- 
imbark'd, the Fleet put to Sea again the ſeven- 
teenth, and arrived in England about the Middle 
of November, having finiſh'd their Expedition in 
leſs than two Months. The Booty delivered into 
the Tower, was computed to be worth 80,000 
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Pounds; but the Damage to the Spaniards a- 
mounted to at laſt five Times that Sum. Sir 
George Byng, in the mean Time, rode triumphant 
in the Mediterranean, and was not only of great 
Service to the Emperor, but, with the Ships under 
| his Command, did great Damage to the Spaniards; 
till, at Length, they being ſufficiently humbled, 
the King of Spain, finding it would be to no 
Purpoſe to ſtand out any longer, thought fit, in 
the Begining of February, 1720, to acceed to the 
Quadruple Alliance, whereupon a Ceſſation of Arms, 
by Sea, ſoon followed. Among other Things it 
was ſtipulated, by the Treaty of Madrid, that all 
Merchandiſes, Goods, Effects, Sc. taken or 
ſeiz'd, either in Spain, or in the Indies, ſhould 
be ſpeedily reſtored. But tho? Matters now ſeem- 
ed to be wholly adjuſted, the reſtleſs Spirit of 
that Court, and the Heart-burnings which yet 
continued on Account of the Loſſes they had 
ſuſtained from us, tho* brought upon themſelves 
by their own Per fidy, were continually prompting 
them to new Deſigns upon us; and, in particular, 
they conceived great Hopes from the vaſt Projects 
they had formed by the Treaty of Vienna, between 
them and the Emperor; which however were de- 
feated by the Treaty of Hanover, between Great- 
Britain, France and Pruſſia, concluded in Septem- 
ber, 1724, as we ſhall ſre below, and tho? we were 
now at Peace with them, they commited great 
Depredations and Piracies on our Trade, in the 
Fefi- Indies, by Means of their Guarda Coſtas; 
inſomuch that, in 1726, a Liſt was publiſh'd of 
the Ships unjuſtly taken or plunder'd by the Spa- 
niards, from the Peace in 1712, to that Time; be- 
ing in Number forty- ſeven, of the Value at leaſt, 
of 140,000 Pounds. 

Not contented with this, the Spaniards had, fer 
tome Time, been carrying on private * 
| wit! 
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with a very diſtant Court, I mean that of Ruffia, 


The Governor then deſired he would depart 3 but 
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and their Projects now began to ripen. King Geor 

had early Intelligence e Deſign, —— ſti 

them, even before their Birth, three Fleets were 
fited out, one for the Baltick, under the Command 
of Sir Charles Wager, another for the Mediterra- 
nean, to be commanded oy Sir Joby Jennings, and 
the third for the Weſt- Indies under — Hoſier. 
The firſt had its deſired Effect, by keeping the 
Rufſian Fleet block'd up in their own Harbors : 


Sir Jobn Jennings, who faiPd from St. Helex's, 
with the Fleet under his Command, on the twen- 
tieth of July, 1726, was no ſooner arriv'd in the 


Bay of Biſcay, than all Spain was in the utmoſt 
Conſternation. The Sicilian Affair was yet freſh 
1n their Memory, and they had all the Reaſon in 
the World to apprehend, from a Conviction of 
their own Conſciences, that they had laid them- 
ſelves liable to the ſame wholſome Correction now. 
Matters did not, however, come to that Extre- 


mity at this Time; we were contented with havi 


ſhewn them our Teeth, and made them ſenſible 
what we could have done; and, after having 

them ſome Weeks in continual Fear, and obliged 
them, at leaſt, for the Preſent, to lay aſide their 
perfidious Projects, by preventing their Ships from 
puting to Sea, to execute them, the Admiral re- 
turn'd with his Fleet, and arriv'd at Spithead the 
twenty -· ſecond of October. Admiral Hofier, with 
ſeven Men of War, ſail'd for the Veſt-Indies, the 
Begining of April, and arriv*d, the ſixth of Func, near 
Puerto Bello, where the Governor demanding what 
he wanted there, his Anſwer was, the Royal George, 


a large Ship belonging to the South-ſea Company, 


which was diſpoſing of a very rich Cargo there, 
but was thought in Danger of being detained ; 
whereupon ſhe was diſpatch'd with all Expedition. 


was 
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was anſwer d, he ſhould wait for farther Orders, 
and accordingly he ftation'd a Man of War within 
Gun-ſhot of the Place, and himſelf lay ſo as not 
to ſuffer any Ships to go in or out of Puerto Bello, 
without being firſt examin'd ; till Sickneſs. among 
his Men oblig'd him to repair with his Squadron 


to Jamaica, where he lay till February, 1727, 


and having, in the mean Time, been joined by 
ſome other Ships, he now divided his Fleet into 
two Squadrons; in Order to block up not only 
Puerto Bello, but the Harbor of Carthagena, where 
the Galleons, with their Conyoy, conſiſting of 


nine Men of War, then lay. In the Month of 


June, ſeveral Spaniſh Prizes were taken, by dif- 
ferent Ships, particularly one by the Greyhound, 
laden with Snuffs, Hides, Sugar and, Tallow, and 
70,000 Pieces of Eight. In Auguſt, Orders came 
to the Weſt-Indies, from Spain, for making Re- 
priſals on the Exgliſñih Ships and Effects, where- 
upon the Prince Frederick, à Frigat, with four 
Packet-boats, belonging to the South-/ea Com- 
pany, and all their Effects, at La Vera Cruz, 
were ſeized; tho' our Fleet, under Sir Jobn 
Jennings, which was departed from the Coaſt of 


Spain, long before theſe Orders came away, had 


commited no Hoſtilities there: And tho' Admiral 
Hoſier, with four Men of War, went to demand 
them, they were refuſed. Admiral Hoſier dying 
the latter End of 'this Month, I ſhall leave the 
Fleet in the Veſt. Indies, for a Time, and return 
to Europe. EY 
Notwithſtanding the Treaty of Hanover, of 
which I have made Mention above, might have 
convinced the Spaniards of their Inability to at- 
tempt any Thing againſt Great Britain; and the 
great Obligations the other Principal in the Treaty 


.of Vienna had to us, ſhould, in Point of Gratitude, 
have prevented any Deſigns againſt us, from that 


Quarter, 
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Quarter, about the latter End of the Year 1726, 


every Thing tended towards an open Rupture. 
between. the Confederates of that Treaty, and 


thoſe of the Treaty of Hanover. Great were the 
Views of Spain, in this new, but unnatural, Alli- 


ance, the Chief of which were the Recovery of 


Gibraltar, and placing the Pretender on the Throne 
of Great-Britain, The latter indeed lay dormant, 
for Want of the grand Neceſſary of War, Mony, 
of which the Court of Spain had been greatly 
drain'd, by paying ſuch large Subſidies to their 
new Ally, to no Manner of Purpoſe : The firſt 
they attempted, tho' without Succeſs, as I ſhall 
now ſhew, | | | 

The Government of Great-Britain had received 
repeated Advices, that the Spaniards were making 
great Preparations to beſiege Gibraltar, and there- 
tore took all proper Meaſures for its Defenſe. Sir 
Charles Wager was appointed to command a Squa- 
dron conſiſting of ſix Men of War and two Sloops, 
which were fitted out to carry Succors thither : 
Seventeen Companies of Soldiers, under the Com- 
mand of Colonel Clayton, were imbark*d, and 
vaſt Quantities of Proviſions and Ammunition, 
together with a ſufficient Number 'of Guners and 
Bombardeers were put on board. They ſet Sail 
the nineteenth of Fanuary, 1727, from Spithead, 
and, the ſecond of February, arrived in the 
Bay of Gibraltar, where they found Rear-admi- 
ral Hopſon, with five Men of War, a Galley, 
and a Bomb-veſſe], who had likewiſe ſome Troops 
on board; ſo that the Fleet, having met with one 
Man of War, at Sea, now conlitted of fixteen 
Sail. The Troops were immediately put on Shoar, 
and every Thing diſpoſed for a gallant Defence; 
and the Spaniards, under the Command of the 
Conde de las Torres, continuing their Works be- 
fore, and within half Gun- ſnot of the Fortifica- 
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tions of the Town, and having open'd the Trenches, 
in the Night, between the tenth and the eleventh, 
Hoſtilities were likewiſe begun, on our Side, the 
eleventh in the Afternoon. This Siege laſted four 
Months, during which Time the Spaniards made 
but very flow Advances, and our Fleet was very 
ſerviceable, not only towards the Defence of the 
Place, but by taking a great Number of Prizes 
from the Enemy; till about the Middle of June, 
when Advice came to Sir Charles Wager, that the 
Preliminaries for a Peace were ſign'd; whereupon 
he order'd the Ships under his Command to forbear 
all farther Hoſtilities, the Spaniards having done 
the ſame, The Spaniards could not, however, yet 
reſolve upon abſolutely raiſing the Siege of Gi- 
hraltar, no more than they could lay aſide their 
Intentions in Favor of the Pretender; for tho' a 
Treaty was, as it was believed, on the Point of 
being concluded, Sir Charles Wager, who remain d 
in the Streights, with his Fleet, received Advice, 
the ſeventeenth of September, from Malaga, that 
they were actually making Preparations, at Cadiz, 
for an Expedition in his Favor; whereupon he 
pu to Sea the next Day, and, from Time to 

ime, ſent Ships to Cadiz to obſerve the Motions 
of the Enemy, Towards the latter End of O0- 
ber, he was join'd by a Squadron from England, 
under the Command of Sir George Walton ; and, 
in December, he receiv'd Advice from Mr. Keene, 
that the Court of Spain made new Difficulties, as 


to the Execution of the Preliminaries, and that 


a Reconciliation between France and Spain begun 
likewiſe to appear, The Intentions of the Spa- 
mards, if Power had not fail'd them, were alſo 
very viſible, as well by their continuing to build 
and fit out what Men of War they coyld, as 
by their taking and confiſcating ſeveral Engli/h 
Ships, after the Time ſettled by the Prelimina- 
Ties, Abqut the ſame Time, Admiral Hop/or 
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received Orders to fail to the Weft-Inaies, to take 
upon him .the Command of the Squadron there, 
but he did not long ſurvive his Arrival. 

Towards the Concluſion of the Year 1727, the 
French and Spaniſh Miniſters, at Madrid, came 
ro a Sort of an Agreement, for adjuſting the 
Differences ſtill ſubſiſting between the Courts of 
Great-Britain and Spain; and, on the firſt of 
June of the next enſuing Year, 1728, a Con- 
greſs for a Negociation of Peace was open'd at 
Soiſſons. However all this appeat*d to be but a mere 
Farce, and an Amuſement ; for, before the Con- 
cluſion of this Year, repeated Advices came from 
the Weſt- Indies, that the Inſults and Depredations 
of the Spaniards, on our Trade in thoſe Parts, were 
carried on with greater Inſolence than ever. At 
the Beginning of the Lear 1729, theſe Advices 
were confirmed, with the Addition, that they now 
accompanied their Inſolence with Cruelty, treating 
the Subjects of Great -Britain in the moſt barbarous 
Manner; and, after having ſeiz'd their Ships, with- 
out any Cauſe, turning them adrift in ſmall Boats, 
and leaving them to the Mercy of the Waves. 

Theſe Inſults became now ſo notorious, that the 
Parliament of Great-Britain could no longer paſs 
them by in Silence; but, on the fourteenth of March, 
the Houſe of Commons, having for ſome Days 
before examined into them, came to the following 
Reſolution ; That from the Peace concluded at 
LUrecbt, in 1713, to this Time, the Britiſh 
«© Trade and Navigation, to and fre n the ſeveral 
«« Brizh Colonies in America, had been greatly 
«* interrupted, by the continual Depredations of 
* the Spaniards, who. had ſeiz'd very valuable 
Effects, and unjuſtly taken and made Prize of 
$4 hort Numbers of Briti/þ Ships and Veſſels in 
« thoſe Parts, to the great Loſs and Damage of 
the Subjects of this Kingdom, and in manifeſt 
violence of Treaties ſabliſting between the two 
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* Crowns z” in Conſequence of which it was re- 
ſolved nemiue contradicente; that an humble Ad- 
& dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to deſire he 
«© would be graciouſly pleaſed, to uſe his utmoſt In- 
* deavors to prevent ſuch Depredations; to procure 
e juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction for the Loſſes 
'« ſuſtained; and to ſecure to his Subjects the free 
* Exerciſe of Commerce and Navigation to and 


„from the Britiſh Colonies in America:“ In anſwer © 


to which his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed . to 
46: promiſe his beſt Indeavors to anſwer their De- 
«< fires.” Soon after, thirty-three of his Majeſty's 
Ships were put into Commiſſion, and Warrants 
were iſſued for impreſſing Seamen. This Fleet 
was put under the Command of Sir Charles Wager, 
and ſent to Spithead, where it was join'd by twelve 
Dutch Men of .War. The united Fleet went in- 
deed no farther than Spizhead ; but even that had 
its Effect to make the Spaniards draw in their 
Horns, for the preſent at leaſt; for, about the 
Middle of November, the honorable Morgan Vane, 
Eſq; arrived at St. James's, Expreſs from Madrid, 
with the Treaty concluded and ſigned by that 
Court, according to the following Epigram : 


bat need the Britiſh Fleet to leave ber Shoar, 
Or make, in diſtant Climes, her Thunder roar ? 
She's arm'd, ſhe's join'd, prepar'd to plough the 
Main. | 
Sure tha!'s enough to humble baughty Spain | 
Thus whes*Jove's Bird das but for Flight prepare, 
TY affrigh:ed Doves ftreight to their Home repair. 


They likewiſe impriſon'd the Governor of St. 
Jago de la Cuba, and his Succeſſor had Orders to 
Uwe in Amity with the Engliþ; but there was ſo 
little Sincerity in all this, that, before the Year 
came to an End, there were again Complaints of 
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the Inſolence of the Spaniards, in direct Oppoſition 
to the Orders pretended at leaſt to have been given 
by their own Court. And tho' Commiſſaries were 
named, for examining and deciding the ſeveral 
Pretenſions of thoſe who had ſuffered by the De- 
predations of the Spaniards, yet there was no 
Stop put to thoſe Inſults. Thus Matters remain'd 
till the Month of May, 1731, when, at Length, 
his Catholic Majeſty condeſcended to ſign the Act 


of Approbation, prepared by the Courts of Great- 


Britain and Fienna, to be accepted of in lieu of 
his formal Acceſſion to the late Treaty of Vienna: 
And ſo complaiſant were we, in Return for this 
Condeſcention, that a Fleet was ſent to the Medi- 
terranean, to conduct Don Carlos to Italy; with 
the Aſſurance, no Doubt, that this extraordinary 
Act of Generoſity, would have tied down the 
Spaniards for ever, to do us Juſtice, at leaſt, as an 
Acknowledgement of it: But even herein we were 
again deceived; for the ungrateful Spaniards were 
ſtill as buſy as ever, in commiting their Depreda- 
tions and Cruelties on our Merchant Ships, and 
their Men, in the eſt-Indies ; many particular In- 
ſtances whereof might be enumerated ; But I ſhall, 
for Brevity's ſake, only juſt hint at the Caſe of 
Captain Robert Jenkins, Maſter of the Rebecca, 
than which nothing could be more inhuman ; the 
Circumſtances are too well known to need repeat- 
ing, and indeed are almoſt too ſhocking to be 
related. Upon the repeated Repreſentations of 
Mr. Kz#ene to the Court of Spain, on this Head, 
he, at Length, obtain'd, the Begining of Fanuary, 
1732, a Schedule or Ordzr from his Catholic Ma- 
jeſty, which he ſent to London, to be tranſmited to 
Rear-admiral Stewart, to the Wieſt. Indies, and by 


him to be communicated to the Spaniſb Governors. 


This Order was indeed pretty peremptory: But 
as all were excepted from the Benefit of it, that 
ſhould 
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ſhould be concerned in any illicit Commerce, and 
it was not particularly expreſs d what ſhould be 
deemed ſo, it was immediately ſuſpected, that 
thereby a Door would be left open for them to 
continue their Depredations, and Experience has 
ſince ſhewn us, that theſe Suſpicions were but too 
well grounded. We have one Inſtance, that a Spaniſb 
Merchant- man was taken this Year, by the Deal- 
Caſtle Man of War, by Way of Repriſals, and 
brought to Carolina; and well it had probably 
been, if this Example had been followed by every 
Ship in the Navy, and that every private Ship 
had been impowered to do the fame ; for-then they 
would hardly have dar'd to have trifled ſo egregi- 
ouſly with us, as they did with Regard to the 
Commiſſaries I juſt mentioned above, who were 
oblig'd to make their Report within three Years 
after ſigning the Treaty, and Reſtitution was to be 
made in fix Months afterwards; but, if I am 
rightly inform'd, the Commiſſaries did not fo 
much as once meet till after the three Years were 
expired, whereupon the Term was prolonged for 
three Years more. 
During the Year 1733, the Spaniards continued 
their Inſults on all the Britiſh Ships they met, with- 
put any Regard to their Circumſtances. I might 
give many Inſtances ; but the following, as it is 
remarkable, may ſuffice for all: This happen'd at 
Sal Torirga, 'a deſolate Iſland to Leeward of Bar- 
badoes, where thirty-ſix Engliſh Merchant-Ships, 
under Convoy of his Majeſty's Ship the Scar- 
borough, of twenty Guns, and about 120 Men, 
commanded by Captain Durell, being loading Salt 
for the Fiſhery, were attack'd by two Spano 
Men of War, one of ſeventy and the other of 
ſixty Guns: But Captain Durell behaved fo 
bravely, and, notwithſtanding the unequal Force 
of 20 Guns to 130, kept the Spaniſh _— 
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be cloſe in Action for ſeveral Hours, that thirty-two 
hat of theſe Ships had an Opportunity to eſcape, and 
to only four of them, which they ſeiz'd in the Be- 
has gining, were taken. From this Year, down to the 
too preſent Time, our e have been ſo fre- = 
niſb quently fill'd with repeated Accounts of the Inſults "4 
-al- and Depredations commited by the Spaniards on | 
and our Trade, and the Particulars of them have been 
ably ſo plainly laid down, and ſo evidently proved, by 
very. our injured Merchants, before both Houſes of Par- 
Ship liament, and are therefore freſh in every one's 
they Memory, that I think it needleſs to repeat them 
regi- here, It may perhaps, and indeed naturally enough, 
the be aſk*d, that, as it appears, by the foregoing Sheets, 
were how far we have always been ſuperior to the Spani- 
Y ears ards as well in Courage, Skill, and Dexterity, as in 
to be Force of Shiping, how it comes that we have ſo long 
am and ſo tamely bore with theſe Inſults, from a Na- 
ot ſo tion we have always found to be ſo much our Infe- 
were riors: I ſhall not enter into a Diſcuſſion of this 
ed for Matter, and think it the leſs neceſſary now, as by 
the Meaſures his Majeſty, of his great Wiſdom 
tinued and Goodneſs, has already taken, to obtain an ade- 
with- quate Satisfaction for his injured Subjects, and Se- 
might curity of Trade and Navigation for the Future, 
as It is the haughty Spaniards are already humbled and 
en'd at awed into a ſeerning Compliance at leaſt with our 
Bar- we Demands ; and it is not to be doubted but 
Ships, | Hfuch ſalutary Reſolutions are taken as will ſpeedily 
> Scar- compleat what is fo happily and ſucceſsfully begun. 
Men, I ſhall therefore conclude theſe Sheets with one very 
ing Salt recent Inſtance,” to ſhew how eaſily the Spariarss 
Spaniſh are to be ſuppreſs'd, and kept under, even by cur 
ther of private Ships, when their Matters and Men think 
ved fo fit to exert that ſuperior Courage which is fo na- 
Force tural to them. This Inſtance we find in the Boſton 
Ships ſo Gazet of Auguſt the twenty-ninth, of this preſent 
cloſe Year, and is as follows: | 


We 


{ 


% We have Advice, by a Veſſel lately arrived 
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from the Bay of Honduras, that the Spaniards 
had taken all the Flats and one Sloop, coming 
from the new River laden with Wood, for a 
Ship belonging to Boſton, which was waiting 
at the old River to take it in: They al ſo took 
a Sloop belonging to Jamaica. The Maſter 
of the Boſton Ship, Captain Edward Buckley 
of this Town, having Intelligence of it, im- 
mediately got a Sloop, and, with ſome of 
his Men, went directly after the Spaniards, re- 
took the Flats and both the Sloops, and gave 
Liberty to twenty-five Engliſh Sailors whom 
Mr. Jack Spaniard had taken Priſoners ; 
and having taken the Spaniards Priſoners, they 
made them row them up and down where they 
thought proper to command ; after which the 
Captain, being a Man of Humanity, choſe 
rather to maroon them, than to hide them, 
according to the Moſceto Faſhion. Not long 
after they had Impudence enough to block 
up the Mouth of the new River, with two 
Periaugers, in Order to hinder the Paſ- 
ſage of our Flats; but the Englih Captain 
ſoon diſappointed their Purpoſe, by going up 
with ſome of his Hands, and, with little or 
no Difficulty, took the two Periaugers, and 
maroon'd the Crews. Not long after, the fa. 
mous Rig idore, who had plied in the Bay, and 
done ſo much Damage to the Engliſh, having 
been inform'd what had happen'd to the Spa- 
niards, wrote a Letter to the Captain of the 
Engliſh Ship, importing, that he reſented very 
much the ill Uſage wherewith he had treated 
the Spaniards, and that he would ſoon be a- 
venged of him, and have full Satisfaction for 
the Abuſe he had given the Subjects of his 

| Catholic 


* 
ds 
ng 
ra 
ng 
ok 
{ter 
kley 
im- 
0 

re- 
gave 
hom 
ers 5 
they 
they 
1 the 
chole 
hem, 
| long 
block 
1 tWO 

Paſ- 
aptain 
ng up 
ttle or 

* and 

the fa- 

J. and 
having 

1e Spa- 

of the 
ed very 
treated 

1 be a- 

tion for 

of his 

Catholic 


F 113 ] | 


« Catholic Majeſty, and inſiſted upon an An- 


« ſwer ; the Captain communicated this Letter 


ce to his Men, who all with one Voice, cried 
« out; Let us go and 1 e them an Anſwer 
«" by Word of Mouth ; which was immediately 
agreed upon; but there had lik'd to have 
4% happen'd a Quarre] who ſhould keep the 
„ Ship, ſo earneſt were they to go: How-. 


„ with him in a Sloop, and went to the Place 


cc where this famous Don was, which was in 
« a Cove, where he had hauPd his Veſſel, and 
„ ſet up eight Tents on Shoar for his Men, 
« which made a very beautiful Appearance 
he planted his Swivel- Gung, and a large 
„ Cow-horn, on the Shoar, where they were 
&« oblig'd to land, and, upon their coming near, 
did not fail to fire upon the Sloop with all 
« their Power; but the Engliſh Captain, find- 
„ing himſclf near enough, fir'd his Carriage- 
« {(;uns, Swivels, and ſmall Arms, landed his 
„% Men, under the Cover of his Guns, which 
the Spaniards ſeing, immediately retir'd into 
de the Buſhes; but there was no Pains ſpar'd ta 
s ſcale the Buſhes, in the beſt Manner, which 
<« was ſo effectually done, with their own Swivels, 
« and our ſmall Arms, that no Spaniard was 
« ſeen any more for that Time. The Tents 
and Bigage, of Courſe, fell into the Eng- 
% liſomen's Hands; and it is not likely that 
e they left the Veſſel there for the Spaniards 
4 to come off in. If all the Engliſh Maſters 

would thus exert themſelves, we ſhould not 
„ ſo often hear of Veſſels being taken; for 

notwithſtanding this famous Don inſiſted upon 
an Anſwer to his Letter from the Exglißo 


P £ Cap: 


ever, the Captain took forty brave Fellows 
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Captain, and that he was ſo complaiſant as 
to carry it himſelf, he choſe rather to for- 
feit his Tents and Bagage, and bear the 
Loſs of his Navigation, than to ſtay and 
receive it in Manner and Form, as all 
Men of Honor 'and Courage would have 
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